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Mock Trial 
The Case of the Missing Tablet

State of Arizona vs River Peters
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Script written by Tammy Waller

Facilitator Note:

This scripted mock trial is designed for 3rd-5th grade students and aims to engage them in understanding legal processes in a fun, interactive way. It is recommended to designate roles ahead of time to give all students the opportunity to prepare and feel comfortable with their parts. This includes assigning roles such as jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and the judge. One suggestion is to have students highlight their parts prior to conducting the mock trial.

When assigning roles, it is especially important to consider students who may have difficulty reading their designated script. Giving them roles that align with their abilities can help build confidence and encourage participation. For example, providing scripts or shorter lines in advance to practice with a resource teacher enhances their experience. This approach not only fosters inclusion but also supports their language and reading development through active participation. Officers should meet with the classroom teacher prior to class to obtain teacher input on which student should be assigned each role.

Information and Roles:

This is a case about the theft of a tablet from a classroom. According to Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 13-1802 -A person is guilty of theft if they take property that they know belongs to another person without their permission or if they keep lost property without trying to find the owner. It can also mean hiding stolen property. Stealing is a criminal offense and if found guilty you could go to jail or have to pay a fine. 

*Note- whenever addressing the Judge in a trial, attorneys stand. 

Participants in the Trial- (up to 26 roles)  

Judge- Honorable _________________ (use student’s name) 
Bailiff -_________________(use student’s name)
Prosecution Attorney (PA) #1- Use student’s name
Prosecution Attorney (PA) #2- Use student’s name
Prosecution Attorney (PA)  #3- Use student’s name
Prosecution Witness #1- Alex Barr- Teacher at Mountain Vista Views Elementary 
Prosecution Witness #2- Principal Carson Cuff
Prosecution Witness #3- Jamie Ash- student at Mountain Vista Views Elementary
Defense Attorney (DA) #1- Use student’s name
Defense Attorney (DA) #2- Use student’s name
Defense Attorney #3 (DA)- Use student’s name
Defense Witness #1- River Peters- Defendant
Defense Witness #2- Landon Lang- School Counselor
Defense Witness #3- Parker Poet- student at Mountain Vista Views Elementary
Jury Foreperson- Use student’s name
Up to 11 members of the Jury- Use student’s names
 The Missing Tablet

State of Arizona 
v. 
River Peters, Defendant

Bailiff:	All rise. The _______________________(insert county) Superior Court is now in session, The Honorable ____________________ presiding.

Judge:	You may be seated. Members of the Jury please stand to be sworn in.

Bailiff:	Please raise your right hand. Do you swear that you will listen to this case with an open mind and render a true verdict? (Jury should answer “I do”). You may be seated.

Judge:	Good Morning/Afternoon ladies and gentlemen. The case before you is the State of Arizona v. River Peters, Case No 2468. This is a criminal case involving the theft of a school electronic device. Will the attorneys for the prosecution please introduce themselves? (Attorneys for the State stand and introduce themselves).  

Prosecution: 	Good morning, we are _______, _______, and ______. We 
are representing the state of Arizona.

Judge:		Will the attorneys for the defense please introduce themselves? 

Defense: 	Good morning. We are ______, _______, and ________. We are representing the Defendant- River Peters. 

Judge: 	Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this is a case that involves the theft of school equipment- specifically a tablet from a classroom. The state of Arizona has charged River Peters, a student at Mountain Vista Views Elementary school, with the crime of theft.  

During the trial you should listen very carefully to what the witnesses will tell you and any evidence that is shown to you. It is important that you listen to all the evidence with an open mind and wait until the end of the trial before you decide one way or the other. 

Is the prosecution ready?

PA#1: 		(standing) Yes, your Honor. (sits down)

Judge:		Is the defense ready?

DA#1:		(standing) Yes, your Honor. (sits down)

Judge:		Does the Prosecution wish to make an Opening Statement?

PA#1: 	May it please the court. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this case is about a student who took something that didn’t belong to them. On Wednesday, October 10th, River Peters, a ____ grader at Mountain Vista Views Elementary School, left social studies with a school tablet that wasn’t theirs. You’ll hear from witnesses who saw River go to the tablet cart several times during class. Later, the missing tablet was found in River’s backpack. River has been charged with theft because they took something without permission which is against the law. At the end of this trial, we ask you to find River Peters guilty. Thank you.

Judge:  	Would the defense like to present an opening statement?

DA#1:   	Yes, your Honor. May it please the Court. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this case is not about theft, but about a misunderstanding. River Peters is wrongly accused of stealing an tablet. The evidence will show that River found the tablet and was returning it to their teacher. Instead of being thanked, River was accused of a crime. In the United States, a person is innocent until proven guilty, and the Prosecution must prove “beyond a reasonable doubt” that River stole the tablet, which they cannot do. We ask you to find River Peters not guilty of theft. Thank you.

Judge: 		Would the Bailiff please swear in all the witnesses?

Bailiff: 	Can I please have all the witnesses stand and raise their right hand? Do you swear that the testimony you are about to give before this Court will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

All Witnesses:	I do. 

Judge: 		Would the Prosecution like to call their first witness?

PA#1: 	Yes, your Honor. The State calls Alex Barr. (Alex Barr walks up to the stand and takes a seat)   Please state your name and occupation for the court.

Alex Barr: 	My name is Alex Barr, and I am a social studies teacher at Mountain Vista Views Elementary.

PA#1:	Please describe what happened on October 10th in your classroom? 

Alex Barr:  	I had just finished teaching social studies class. We used our tablets that day for an activity. 10 minutes before class ended, I had the designated student helpers collect the tablets from all the students and return them to the cart and lock the cart.

PA#1: 		What happened next?

Alex Barr:  	The students then had a journal entry to complete in their notebooks. Most of the students were sitting quietly at their desks working but I noticed that one of my students, River Peters, was up and hanging out by the tablet cart. I asked River to take a seat.

PA#1: 		Did they?

Alex Barr: 	Yes. At first. But then I noticed River got up again and they were back at the cart. I asked them to take their seat, and they did. Then a student came up to my desk for a question. By the time I finished the bell was about to ring.

PA#1:  		Were all your students seated at their desks at that time?

Alex Barr: 	All but 1. River was not in class. The bell rang and everybody left. I then went back to the tablet cart to unlock it for the next class, and I noticed it was unlocked, and tablet # 9 was missing. 

PA#1:		What did you do next?

Alex Barr:  	I called the office and told them I was missing a tablet. Principal Cuff came to talk to me. 

PA#1:		Was that the last time you saw the tablet?

Alex Barr: 	No. I was finishing lunch duty, and I noticed that River had a tablet. I walked up and asked for it. It was the missing tablet- #9.

PA#1:  		Thank you. No further questions.

Judge:  	Does the defense have any questions to ask for cross examination?

DA#1:  	Yes, your Honor. Alex, you did not collect the tablets yourself, did you?

Alex Barr:	No, but I had trusted student helpers to do that.

DA#1: 	You didn’t check to make sure all the tablets were accounted for after the student helpers put them in the cart, did you?

Alex Barr: 	No, I did not.

 DA#1:  	In fact, you didn’t even lock the cabinet yourself.

Alex Barr:	No, one of my best students, Jamie Ash, did that. 

DA#1:	You testified earlier you saw River hanging out in the back of the room before the bell rang?

Alex Barr: 	Yes.

DA#1: 	You keep lots of things in the back of the room including tissues, markers, and the bathroom sign out sheet. Correct?

Alex Barr:  	Yes.

DA#1: 		You never saw River take the tablet, did you?

Alex Barr:  	No, I did not.  But River had it in the cafeteria.

DA#1: 	What did River do when you asked to see the tablet in the cafeteria?

Alex Barr: 	River handed it to me and said they found it. 

DA#1:		Thank you. No further questions Your Honor.

Judge:  	Please step down. You may call your next witness.

PA #2: 	The State calls Carson Cuff. (Principal Cuff walks to the stand and takes a seat) Please state your name and occupation. 

Principal:	My name is Carson Cuff, and I am the Principal at Mountain Vista Views Elementary. 
 
PA #2:		Please tell the court what happened on October 10th.

Principal:  	I received a message that there had been a theft reported in one of the classrooms. I went down to Alex Barr’s classroom and learned that one of the tablets had been stolen from the cart. 

PA #2:		Did Alex know who did it?

Principal:  	Alex suspected it was a student, River Peters.

PA #2: 		What did you do next?

Principal:  	I asked Alex to fill out an incident report and planned to talk to 
the student and any witnesses later in the day.

PA #2:		Did you?

Principal:	No, during lunch River Peters was caught with the missing tablet. I called River’s parents and the police. River was arrested and is currently suspended. 

PA #2:	 	Thank you. No further questions.

Judge:		Does the Defense have a cross examination?

DA#2	: 	Yes, your Honor. Principal Cuff, you were not in Alex Barr’s classroom during social studies on 
October 10th, were you?

Principal:	No, I was not. I came down after.

DA#2	: 	So, you did not actually see River Peters take the tablet?	

Principal:	No, but River did have it at lunch.

DA#2	: 	Did you call River into your office after lunch to get a statement?	

Principal:	Yes. 

DA#2	: 	River told you they found the tablet in the bathroom?

Principal:	Yes. 

DA#2	: 	You never interviewed any witnesses, did you?

Principal:	No. I didn’t think I needed to.

DA#2	: 	I have no further questions.

Judge:	The witness may be excused. (Principal goes back to their seat) The State may call their next witness.

PA#3: 	The State calls Jamie Ash. (Jamie Ash walks to the stand and sits) Jamie, please introduce yourself.

Jamie:	Hi. My name is Jamie Ash, and I am a student at Mountain Vista Views. I am in Social Studies with River.

PA#3:		Were you in class on October 10th?

Jamie: 		Yes. I was.

PA#3:		What happened that day in class?

Jamie:	We did this really cool activity on our tablets. After I finished, I completed my journal entry and it was my job to collect the tablets from my table and bring them to the cart and put them in their matching slot. It is also my job to lock the cabinet after all the tablets are returned.

PA#3:		Do you remember seeing River in class that day?

Jamie:	Yes. River is hard to miss- they play around a lot.

DA#3:		Objection your Honor. This is not relevant.

Judge: 		Sustained. 

PA#3:		What did you see River doing?

Jamie:   	I saw River get up during our journal time and walk to the back of the class where the tablet cart was. I was bringing the tablets back to the cart and River was standing there watching. 

PA#3:		What happened next?

Jamie:  	I went back to my seat. I didn’t see River after that.

PA#3:		Thank you. No further questions.

Judge:		Does the Defense have any cross-examination questions?

DA#3:  		Yes, your Honor. Jamie, you collected all the tablets from your row on October 10th, didn’t you?

Jamie:		Yes, I did.

DA#3:  		And River sits in your row, correct?

Jamie:	Yes. I also collected River’s and put it back in the cart. Then I locked the cart.

DA#3:  		You sometimes forget to lock the cart, don’t you?

Jamie:		That only happened twice.

DA#3: 		You didn’t see River take the tablet, did you?

Jamie:	No, I didn’t. I just saw them standing by cart before the bell rang.

DA#3: 	 	Thank you. No further questions. (Jamie takes their seat)

Judge:		Does the State have any more witnesses?

PA#3:  		No, the State rests.

Judge:		The Defense may call its first witness.

DA#1:	The Defense calls River Peters to the stand. (River walks to the stand and takes a seat) Please introduce yourself to the court.

River: 	Hi. My name is River Peters, and I am a student at Mountain Vista Views Elementary. 

DA#1:  		Why are you here today?

River: 	I am here because my teacher and the principal think I stole an tablet from school.

DA#1:		River, did you take the tablet out of the classroom?

River: 	No, I didn’t! I swear. I don’t know why everyone is blaming me. 

DA#1:		Can you tell the court about the morning of October 10th?

River: 	Yes. I got up and went to school. I went to social studies class which is super boring, and my teacher is really mean to me. 

PA#1:		Objection your honor, this is not relevant. 

Judge: 	Sustained. The jury will disregard the second half of the answer. 

DA#1:		Please tell us what happened during social studies. 

River: 	When class started our teacher had us get our tablets out of the cabinet and sit down to do an activity. I don’t remember exactly what it was about, but I took my seat and worked on it. I finished it and then the table leader, I think it was Jamie Ash, picked up all the tablets and took them back to the cabinet. 

DA#1:		What happened next?

River: 	I got up to walk around. 

DA#1:		Were you the only student walking around?

River: 	No, there were others, but the teacher only yelled at me.

DA#1:		After you left class, did anything else happen that day?

River: 	Yes. I had to go to the bathroom between classes. While I was in the bathroom, I washed my hands and I saw something in the trash and picked it up. It was a tablet. I put it in my backpack to take to the office.

DA#1: 		Did you ever take it to the office?

River: 	No. I was going to after lunch because I was hungry. If you don’t get in line at the beginning of lunch you may not have time to eat, but my social studies teacher saw me at lunch with it and called the principal who called the police. 

DA#1: 		Thank you River, no further questions.

Judge:		Does the state have any questions for this witness?

PA#1:	Yes, Your Honor. Let's talk about social studies class on October 10th. You remember using the tablet for the lesson, correct?

River:		Yes. It was boring.

PA#1:	And you remember it being picked up off your desk and returned to the cart?	

River:	I remember it being picked up. I wasn’t looking to see where it went. 

PA#1:	You got out of your seat several times after that and were standing in the back of the room, correct?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:		In fact, your teacher asked you to take your seat?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:	The storage carts for the tablets are located in the back of the room where you were hanging out, weren’t they?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:		You slipped out of class before the bell rang, didn’t you?

River:		I felt sick, so I ran out of the room. So yes.

PA#1:	You testified that you found a tablet in the trash in the restroom before lunch?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:		And you put it in your backpack to take to the office?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:		But you didn’t take it to the office, did you?

River:		I was waiting to go after lunch because I was hungry.

PA#1:		When you found it you didn’t tell a teacher, did you?

River:		No.

PA#1:		You were caught with the tablet at lunch, correct?

River:		Yes.

PA#1:		And charged with theft?		

River:		Yes.	

PA#1:	Thank you, Your Honor. No further questions. (River goes back to their seat)

Judge:		Is the Defense ready to call its next witness?

DA#2: 	Yes, Your Honor. The defense calls Landon Lang to the stand. (Landon Lang takes the stand). Please state your name and occupation for the court. 

Landon L:	My name is Landon Lang, and I am the Guidance Counselor at Mountain Vista Views Elementary. I have worked there for 7 years.

DA#2:		Do you know River Peters?

Landon L: 	Yes. River is a student and  a member of the Music Club that I sponsor. River is a leader in the club.

DA#2:		Please describe your interactions with River.

Landon L:	River is a great musician. Always polite and a good leader. River can be full of energy and have trouble sitting still. That is why music is such a great outlet.

DA#2: 	To your knowledge, Has River ever been in trouble for stealing before this incident?

Landon L: 	No. Never.

DA#2: 		Thank you, no further questions. 

Judge:		Does the state have any questions for this witness?

PA#2:	Yes, your Honor. You were not on campus on October 10th, were you?

Landon L: 	No, I was out that entire week.

PA#2: 	So, you have no first-hand knowledge on what River may or may not have done that day, correct?

Landon L:	That is true. But I don’t believe that River would steal a tablet.

PA#2:	But you are aware River was found with the missing tablet during lunch?

Landon L:	Yes.

PA#2:	Thank you, I have no further questions. (Landon leaves the stand)

Judge: 		Please call your next witness.

DA3#:  	The Defense calls Parker Poet to the stand. (Parker Poet walks to the stand and takes a seat) Please introduce yourself to the court. 

Parker P:	My name is Parker Poet, and I go to Mountain Vista Views Elementary school.

DA3#:		Do you know the River Peters?

Parker P:	Yes. River goes to my school, and we have classes together. River would never steal.

DA3#:		What classes do you have together?

Parker P:	Science, English, and Social Studies.

DA3#:		Were you in social studies class on October 10th?

Parker P:	Yes, I was.

DA3#:		What were you doing the last five minutes of class?

Parker P:	I was walking around talking to friends. We were all standing in the back of the room waiting for the bell to ring. It was kind of rowdy.

DA3#:		Where was your teacher?

Parker P:	Sitting at the desk reading.

DA3#:  		Thank you. Your Honor, no further questions.

Judge:		Would the state like to cross examine this witness?

PA#3:	Yes, Your Honor. Parker, you don’t just know River- you have been best friends since kindergarten, haven't you?

DA#3:		Objection your Honor, this is not relevant.

PA#3:		May I respond?

Judge:		Yes.

 PA#3: 		This is relevant because it goes to witness bias. 

Judge:		Overruled. You may answer.

Parker P:	Yes. We have been best friends since we were 5.
 
PA#3:	And you would hate to see your friend get in trouble, wouldn’t you?

Parker P:	Yes. 

PA#3:	Thank you. No further questions. (Parker goes back to their seat) The Defense rests.

Judge:  	Would the Prosecution care to make a closing argument to the jury?

PA#2:	May it please the Court. Your Honor, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, today you have heard evidence that proves beyond a reasonable doubt that River Peters is guilty of theft. According to Arizona law -a person is guilty of theft if they take property that they know belongs to another person without their permission or if they keep lost property without trying to find the owner. Today you heard from River’s teacher that River was seen hanging out by the tablet cart even though told to sit down several times and that River disappeared from the classroom before the bell rang. The Prosecution proved beyond a reasonable doubt that River Peters took a tablet that belonged to the school and kept that tablet until caught with it in the cafeteria. We ask that you find River Peters guilty of theft.

Judge:		 Would the Defense care to address the jury?

DA#2:	Yes, your Honor. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury. River Peters is just a regular kid. River Peters is not a thief as the Prosecution would like you to think. In this trial, the prosecution has the burden of proof which means they must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that River Peters stole the tablet from the social studies classroom and intended to keep it. They could not do that today. There is no evidence that River Peters took the tablet from the classroom. Not one witness could testify they saw River take the tablet. You heard today that the social studies teacher was reading and not paying attention to all the students hanging out by the tablet cart. Anyone could have taken the tablet. You heard from the several witnesses that River was a great kid, and you heard from River that they found the tablet in the trash and were going to turn it into the office after lunch. River Peters is not a thief and therefore we ask you to find River Peters not guilty of theft. 

Judge:  	Members of the jury- you now have a very important task before you. I will tell you the rules that you must follow when deciding this case. 

You will have to decide whether the prosecution has proven beyond a “reasonable doubt” that River Peters is guilty of stealing the tablet from the social studies classroom. In the United States, the Defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty. This means the Defendant does not have to prove they are innocent- the Prosecution must prove they are guilty. If you are convinced the Defendant is guilty beyond a “reasonable doubt” you must vote guilty. If you have doubts about whether the Defendant took the tablet, you should find him not guilty. If you find the Defendant guilty, you do not get to decide how to punish them, the judge decides that at a later time. 

Jurors, you will now go to the jury room to deliberate (discuss). One of you will be chosen as the foreperson and help lead the discussion. You will all then vote on whether the defendant is guilty. You should share your reasons why you voted the way you did. When you reach a verdict, please let the Bailiff know. Bailiff, please show the jury to their room. 

After a verdict is reached

Judge: 	I understand the jury has reached a verdict. Will the Defendant please rise (River Peters stands up)? Will the foreperson please read the verdict?

Foreperson:	(reads verdict) We find the Defendant River Peters ________ (jury should say either “guilty of theft” or “not guilty of theft”).

Judge:  	Court dismissed.  
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