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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Learning the Law Through Mock Trial” Academy
(Grades 3-5)
Review of Stealing and the Scripted Mock Trial: State of Arizona vs River Peters Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.


Objectives: 
· Students should be able to review the consequences of stealing.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· Scripted Mock Trial
· Large poster paper and markers, 1 per group
· Poster Instructions, 1 per group
· Stealing Reflection Worksheet, 1 per group
· Sticky note, 1 per student 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson: 
1. Divide class into small groups of 3-4 students in each.
2. Pass out a copy of the Scripted Mock Trial and a whiteboard for each group.
3. Ask the groups to discuss the following questions and write their answers on the whiteboards. Have them hold up after each question.
a. Who was the defendant? (River Peters)
b. What was River Peters accused of? (Answer: Theft of an iPad)
c. What did the prosecution argue? Answer: River took the iPad from the classroom without permission)
d. What did the defense argue? (Answer: River found the iPad in the trash and was going to return it.)
e. Why is it important to hear both sides in a trial before making a decision? (Answers may vary but could include: There are multiple sides to a story. You don’t want to automatically assume someone is guilty.)
4. Pass out a large poster paper and a marker to each group.
5. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
6. Have students create 3 columns on their poster and label left to right: Individual Consequences (possible answers: suspension, no iPad use, lose trust), social/classroom consequences (possible answers: class could be missing an iPad which limits students access), and family consequences (possible answers: parents/guardians have to pay a fine or for a new iPad if damaged)
7. While students discuss, write the three categories on the board.
8. Have students report their answers and complete the categories on the board with student answers.
9. Pass out the reflection worksheet, 1 per group. Ask students to think and discuss what stealing means and how it can affect others. Have students answer the following reflection questions on their paper:
a. Reflection Questions
i. What does stealing mean to you? (write in your own words what stealing is and why it’s wrong)
ii. How do you think stealing affects the person who had something taken? (Describe how you think they feel)
iii. Why is it important to ask permission before taking something? (Explain why asking first is a good idea.)
iv. What is one positive behavior you can practice instead of stealing? (Think of something you can do if you want or need something that belongs to someone else.)
10. On a sticky note, have the students list 3 things they have learned about stealing? 
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“Learning the Law Through Mock Trial” Academy
(Grades 3-5)
Review of Stealing and the Scripted Mock Trial: State of Arizona vs River Peters Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations 

Civics

Describe civic virtues and democratic principles within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or
communities within Arizona.
 ▪ Key concepts include but are not limited to respecting the rights of others, helping to promote the
common good and participating in government (3.C1.1)

Reading 

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (4.RL.1)

Writing
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic. (4.W.2)
Speaking and Listening
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding based on the discussion. (4.SL.1)
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