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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Marijuana and Hallucinogens Awareness Academy
(Middle/High School)
Impact of Marijuana Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the difference between healthy risks and unhealthy risks.
· Students will learn the social and legal consequences of unhealthy or unsafe risk taking.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Healthy Risks and Unhealthy Risks sign, 1 set for whole group
· Article, “The Real Risks of Marijuana” Download and print page 1, 2, & 4 for students- 1 copy per pair: https://www.compassmark.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/NIDA_RealRisksofMarijuana.pdf
· Article, “The Real Risks of Marijuana” Download and print page 3 for facilitator guide
· Sticky Notes

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, sticky notes, and markers.
1. [bookmark: _Hlk58681142]Write, “Risk” on the board and instruct groups to discuss the meaning. 
2. Call on groups to share their ideas. 
3. Inform students that “Risks” have the possibility that something bad or unpleasant could happen; it involves uncertainty about the effects of an activity.[footnoteRef:1] Being a risk taker can be a positive action. Part of growing up is learning when to take risks that lead to healthy experiences and positive outcomes and knowing when the risks are too susceptible to unhealthy experiences and negative outcomes.  [1:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/risk ] 

4. Post the following signs on opposite sides of the room, “Healthy Risk” and “Unhealthy Risk”. Explain to students that you will read actions teens may be involved in. They are to choose a place along a continuum between the two signs that closely represents their view and be ready to explain their choice. Elaborate where necessary.
· Trying out for a school athletic team
· Ingesting something containing toxins
"People are exposed to substantially more acrylamide from tobacco smoke than from food. People who smoke have three to five times higher levels of acrylamide exposure markers in their blood than do non-smokers," stated the National Cancer Institute.
· Letting a peer know you have feelings for them
· Performing before a live audience
· Hanging with peers who use illegal substances
NIDA: “Research shows that people who have friends who use drugs are more likely to use
drugs themselves. But we don't really know why this is the case. It could be that by hanging out with people who use drugs, you have more chances to try them. Certainly, you can choose not to try drugs if offered, but this can be a challenge. Another approach would
be to see if your friend will stop using marijuana — for your benefit and theirs.”
· Consuming food items not approved by the FDA
Safeguards designed to protect the public health are not in place; data from testing that ensures safety and effectiveness for the intended use are not established. The public has less civic recourse to hold sellers and manufacturers and distributers accountable if something happens because of consuming the product. https://www.fda.gov/drugs/enforcement-activities-fda/unapproved-drugs-and-patient-harm 
· Running for an elected position in a school sponsored activity
· Getting involved with illegal drug use
Risk decline in school performance, increased risk of mental health issues, impaired driving and potential for addiction. https://www.cdc.gov/cannabis/about/index.html?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/marijuana/factsheets/teens.htm 
Remember not everyone is doing it, according to the 2022 Arizona Youth Behavior Survey over 88% of teens reporting not using marijuana. The percentage of youth who don’t use marijuana has increased since 2018. https://www.azcjc.gov/Portals/0/Documents/pubs/AYSReports/2024/2024_AYS_State_Report.pdf

5. Instruct students to return to their group seating. 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk90025687]Next, group students into pairs and provide each pair with the Article, “The Real Risks of Marijuana”. 
7. Before reading, pairs will read the statements on the activity sheet (third page) and note whether they think the statements are true or false in the column to the left.
8. The pairs will then read the article together. 
9. After reading the article, they will go back to the activity sheet and reread the statements and record the answers based on what they learned. They will need to record at least one piece of evidence from the article that supports the answer for each statement.
10. Once all pairs are done, the facilitator will read the statements on the activity sheet one at a time and after each one student will either stand up if it’s true or stay seated if it’s false.
11. Facilitator will go over the consequences if a juvenile is caught with marijuana

Possibilities of Offenses:
	1st Offense: citation for civil issue (City Court)
		Call parent
		Write citation – ARS 36-2853B
		Photo item
		Write report (FI)
		Impound item – destruction
		$100 fine/4 hours drug education and counseling

	2nd Offense: citation for a petty offense (Juvenile Court)
		Call parent
		Interview student – Miranda
		Write citation into JCC – ARS 36-2553B
		Photo item
		Write report (IR)
		Impound item – evidence
		$250 fine/8 hours drug education and counseling

	3rd Offense: citation and possible arrest (Juvenile Court)
		Call parent
		Interview Student – Miranda
		Write citation – JCC ARS 36-2853B
		Photo item
		Write report (IR)
		Impound item – field test
		Possible arrest
		Class 1 misdemeanor

12. Debrief the lesson by having students describe at least one way marijuana use may negatively impact a person’s life in the long term on a sticky note.
13. Collect sticky notes when students are done.
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Marijuana and Hallucinogens Academy
(Middle/High School)
Impact of Marijuana Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-12 S1C4 PO1 Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems.
Access and use valid health information from home, school, and community. 
6-12 S4C1 PO1 Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
6-8 S5C2 PO1 Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
6-8 S5C2 PO6 Analyze the outcomes of a health-related decision.
6-12 S8C1 PO2 Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.

Visual Art
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes.
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