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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Mock Trial 101” Academy
(Middle/High School) 
Introduction to Mock Trial Lesson Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk101293402]Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn about the Steps in a Mock Trial.
· learn about the key personnel in a courtroom.
· understand the importance of the Steps in a Mock Trial.

[bookmark: _Hlk101293568]Protective Factor Developed: Academic Achievement

Materials:
· Electronic devices to access lawforkids.org (1 per pair)
· Small whiteboards (1 per group)
· Whiteboard markers (1 per group)
· Courtroom Players PowerPoint
· Device to display PowerPoint (1)
· Steps in a Mock Trial Footprints (1 set per group)

Timeframe: 45 Minutes

Part A: The “Players” in the Courtroom 
1. Distribute electronic devices if necessary.
2. Instruct students to go to lawforkids.org/mock-trial-games. Have them work in pairs to play the Courtroom Players Matching Game, found in the high school mock trial games. They should play the game a few times to get comfortable with the different courtroom players.
3. Instruct students to group up with another pair so they are in groups of 4.
4. Distribute a small whiteboard and a whiteboard marker to each group.
5. Display the Courtroom Players PowerPoint. 
6. Instruct groups to discuss the facts on each slide with their small group and determine which courtroom player they think it applies to - judge, bailiff, jury, witness, defense attorney, prosecutor, or defendant. They should write their guess on their group’s whiteboard. 
7. Review after each slide by having groups hold up their whiteboard. Call on a group who has the correct answer to explain why they selected that role. Continue until the class has reviewed all the slides.

Part B: Steps in a Trial
8. Distribute a set of Steps in a Mock Trial Footprints to each group.
9. Instruct students to discuss each step with their group and try to put them in the correct order based on the information given on the footprint. Walk around and provide guidance as needed.
10. Review by calling on each group to read one or two of the footprints in order. Make corrections as needed.
Correct Order: Opening of the Court, Prosecution/Plaintiff Opening Statement, Defendant Opening Statement, Direct Examination by Prosecution/Plaintiff, Cross-Examination by Defense, Direct Examination by Defense, Cross-Examination by Prosecution/Plaintiff, Closing Argument by Prosecution/Plaintiff, Closing Argument by Defense, Judges Verdict.

Part C: Lesson Debrief
11. Ask students to discuss the following question with their groups: “Which step do you think would be the most difficult? Why?”
12. After giving students time to discuss, read one step at a time in order. Have students stand up if they said that step would be the most difficult. Call on 1-2 standing students to explain why they think that step would be the most challenging.
13. Remind students of the roles discussed earlier in the lesson: judge, bailiff, jury, witness, defense attorney, prosecutor, and defendant. Ask students to discuss the following question with their groups: “Which role do you think would be the most interesting to play? Why?” 
14. After giving students time to discuss, call out one role at a time. Have students stand up if they said that role would be the most interesting. Call on 1-2 standing students to explain why they chose that role.
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“Mock Trial 101” Academy 
(Middle/High School)
Introduction to Mock Trial Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources. 
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details with relevant information and data
7.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of those arguments. 
8.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, details with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations. 
8.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations on topics of interest to others to reach multiple audiences in and outside of the classroom print, oral, and digital technologies.
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation. 
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and digital technologies.

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
6.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
6.SL.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
7.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, appropriate vocabulary, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
8.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
9-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives. 
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