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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Mock Trial 101” Academy
(Middle/High School) 
Opening Statements Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· understand the components of an opening statement.
· learn what makes an effective opening statement.
· begin formulating a case theory and writing an opening statement for their mock trial.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Projector/internet
· Video Clip #1 (Philadelphia): youtube.com/watch?v=QCz33bRYwP8
· Video Clip #2 (My Cousin Vinny): youtube.com/watch?v=ytDcJo2LTP0
· Prosecution Witness Statements (1 set per group)
· Defense Witness Statements (1 set per group) 
· Arizona Revised Statutes – Three Little Pigs (2 per group)
· Opening Statement Handout (2 per group)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity: 

Part A: Opening Statements
1. Remind students that an opening statement is the introductory presentation made by attorneys at the beginning of a trial. 
2. Tell the class that they will watch and compare two examples of opening statements from films. As they watch, they should think about what makes an opening statement effective.
3. Play video clip #1, the opening statement from the movie Philadelphia (2:21) followed by video clip #2 the opening statement from the movie My Cousin Vinny (1:00). 
4. Divide students into groups of 3-4. Distribute chart paper and markers to each group.
5. On chart paper, have students create a T-chart with plus sign on the left and minus sign on the right. Ask students to discuss the two opening statements and work together to list what makes a good opening statement and bad opening statement. Play the video clips again if needed.
6. Call on a few groups to share their T-chart with the class. 
a. Possible Responses (+): Clear and concise summary of the case, engages the jury with a compelling narrative, outlines key points and themes, builds credibility and trust, sets realistic expectations, anticipates and addresses potential weaknesses.
b. Possible Responses (-): Too long or too short, fails to capture jury's attention, lacks structure or organization, overpromises or exaggerates, ignores potential weaknesses in the case, comes across as insincere or unprepared

Part B: Begin Three Little Pigs Case
7. Provide an overview of case theory. Case theory is the overarching strategy or narrative that each legal team constructs to persuade the judge or jury of their version of events. It includes a cohesive explanation of the facts, evidence, and legal arguments that support the team's position and undermines the opponent's case.
8. Explain that students will begin formulating their case theory for the case of The Three Little Pigs.
9. Assign half of the groups to the prosecution and half to the defense. 
10. Distribute the Prosecution Witness Statements (Little Red, Officer Sentry, and G. Canadian Pig) to the prosecution groups and the Defense Witness Statements (Handy Poindexter - Building Inspector, Dr. Shill, and Alexander T. Wolf – Defendant) to the defense groups.
11. As they explore the witness statements, ask students to write down facts of the case on their chart paper. Facts of the case are what is true on both sides and cannot be disputed.
12. Next, ask students to circle the facts that they think would help the prosecution and underline the facts that help the defense. 
13. Distribute 2 Arizona Revised Statutes – Three Little Pigs Handout to each group. Ask students to look over the laws with their group and discuss how they relate to the case.
14. Distribute 2 Opening Statement Handouts to each group. Ask students to use this handout to help them write their opening statement with their group.

Part C: Lesson Debrief
15. [bookmark: _Hlk167376738]Debrief the lesson by asking students to discuss each of the following questions with a partner. They should “stand up, hand up, pair up” after each question so they have a chance to talk to multiple partners.
a. What is one fact of the case that will help your side?
b. What is one Arizona Revised Statute that will help your side?
c. What makes a good opening statement?
16. Come back together as a class and ask each question to the whole group. Call on volunteers to share.
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“Mock Trial 101” Academy 
(Middle/High School) 
Opening Statements Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional sources. 
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources. 
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details with relevant information and data
7.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of those arguments. 
7.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations.
8.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of the arguments. 
8.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, details with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations. 
8.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations on topics of interest to others to reach multiple audiences in and outside of the classroom print, oral, and digital technologies.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation. 
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and digital technologies.

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
6.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
6.SL.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
7.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, appropriate vocabulary, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
8.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
9-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives. 






Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                             June 2024	Page 2

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




