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“Introduction to Mock Trial” Academy
 (Middle/High School) 
Opening Statements Handout

1. Thematic Statement
An attention grabbing statement that sums the case. 

Example: “This is the case of a man who thought getting his car home was more important than the safety of others on the road.” 

2. Statement of Facts
The facts you will discuss here are generally neutral. Be brief and provide the court information about what happened in about 30 seconds or so. 

3. Statement of the Law
Advise the court of which laws are in question or what it is you need to legally prove or disprove in order to win. 

4. Introduction of Major Witnesses
Apply the law to the facts by discussing what the witnesses are going to say. 

Example: “You will hear from Officer Smith who will tell you that he saw the defendant weaving all over the road. Criminalist Tina Jones will tell you that she tested the blood that was drawn from the defendant and that he was clearly over the legal limit.” 

*Optional Dig at the Other Side: Depending on the case you may want to say something like, “The defense will try to argue that there were mechanical problems with the car. However, the evidence will show this is simply not the case.” 

5. Charge to the Court
End by telling the court what you want it to do. 

Example: “When all the evidence is in, you will find in favor of the plaintiff and award the family a lump sum of money.”
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