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“Introduction to Mock Trial” Academy
 (Middle/High School) 
Direct Examination Handout
Format

· Questions should be open ended and require more than a yes or no answer. 
Organization

· Examination should be logical, conversational, and interesting. 
Witness Foundation

· The attorney should establish who the witness is, the witness qualifications, and relationship of the witness to the case. 
Foundation

· Background should be established for how the witness knows the information they are testifying to. 
Set the Scene

· The direct should paint a picture of the event in question. The witness should be the star and the attorney is in the background. 
Language

· Keep it simple. Ask the witness, who, what, when, where, and how questions. 
Relevance

· The attorney should be able to justify the importance of each question asked. 
Transition

· When moving from one set of facts to the next, set up a transition in order to tie them together.
Anticipate Objections

· Anticipate objections to your evidence and prepare your responses.
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