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“Mock Trial 101” Academy 
(Middle/High School) 
Cross Examination Lesson Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk101293402]Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn about cross examination.
· understand the proper procedure for the cross examination of a witness.
· prepare cross examinations questions for their mock trial.

[bookmark: _Hlk101293568]Protective Factor Developed: Academic Achievement

Materials:
· Projector/Internet
· Video Clip (Legally Blonde): youtube.com/watch?v=GSu7BGbyJqc
· Cross Examination Handout (1 per student)
· Prosecution Witness Statements (1 set per group)
· Defense Witness Statements (1 set per group)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity: 
Part A: Cross-Examination
1. Remind students that cross-examination is when an attorney questions the opposing side's witnesses to challenge their testimony and undermine the opposing case. 
2. Explain that they are going to watch a clip of a cross-examination from a film. As they watch, they should think about what makes a cross examination effective.
3. Play the video clip from Legally Blonde where Elle Woods performs a cross-examination in the courtroom.
4. Ask students to discuss each of the following questions with a partner. They should “stand up, hand up, pair up” after each question so they have a chance to talk to multiple partners. 
a. What did you like about the cross examination from the movie?
b. What makes an effective cross-examination?
5. Come back together as a whole group and ask for volunteers to share their answers to their questions.

Part B: Prepare Cross Examination
6. Have students return to the Three Little Pigs prosecution/defense small groups they worked with in previous lessons.
7. Distribute two Cross-Examination Handouts to each group to share. Also distribute the Prosecution Witness Statements (Little Red, Officer Sentry, and G. Canadian Pig) to the prosecution groups and the Defense Witness Statements (Handy Poindexter - Building Inspector, Dr. Shill, and Alexander T. Wolf – Defendant) to the defense groups.
8. Instruct groups to use the handout to help them write their cross-examinations for the Three Little Pigs case. They should write down what questions the attorneys will ask to challenge the witness’s credibility, answers they think the witnesses might give, and how they will respond to those answers.

Part C: Lesson Debrief
9. Debrief by having students participate in a “talker and travelers” activity
a. One person from each group will be a “talker” and the rest will be “travelers”.
b. The talker will stay where they are and will be responsible for sharing their group’s cross examination with the travelers that come to visit them.
c. The travelers will visit another group and listen carefully to the talker. The prosecution groups may ONLY visit other prosecution groups and defense groups may ONLY visit other defense groups.
d. After the talkers have finished sharing, they will pick one of the travelers to switch places with. That person will be the new talker and will be responsible for presenting that group’s cross examination.
e. Repeat 2-3 times so students have a chance to listen to multiple groups.
10. Have students return to their original groups. They should discuss what they learned during their “travels.” They can also add to their own cross examination if they want to.
11. 
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“Mock Trial 101” Academy 
(Middle/High School) 
Cross Examination Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
6.SP3.5 Use questions generated about multiple sources to identify further areas of inquiry and additional sources. 
6.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using claims and evidence from multiple sources. 
6.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details with relevant information and data
7.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of those arguments. 
7.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples and details, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations.
8.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments based on claims and counterclaims while pointing out the strengths and limitations of the arguments. 
8.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using reasoning, correct sequence, examples, details with relevant information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanations. 
8.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations on topics of interest to others to reach multiple audiences in and outside of the classroom print, oral, and digital technologies.
HS.SP3.6 Construct and present arguments using precise and knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 
HS.SP3.7 Construct and present explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear and non-linear) examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation. 
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences and venues using print, oral, and digital technologies.

English Language Arts
6.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
6.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 
6.SL.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
7.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
7.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
7.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, appropriate vocabulary, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
8.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
8.SL.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-12.SL.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, use of evidence, and use of rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
9-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives. 
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