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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“Introduction to Mock Trial” Academy
 (Middle/High School) 
Cross Examination Handout
Purpose

· The purpose is to support your case and discredit the witness. This can be done by pointing out conflicts in testimony, bias, or any other reason not to believe the witness. 
Designing the Cross Examination

· Determine the conclusion to be drawn, identify all key points, and make your point in small bites. 
Short and Sweet

· Get in and out as fast as possible to allow the witness no wiggle room. 

· Only one point should be made per question and vary the order of questions. 
Format 

· Only ask close-ended questions. These are questions with yes/no answers.
Focus
· The attorney is the focus, not the witness.
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