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“Introduction to Mock Trial” Academy
 (Middle/High School) 
Questions for the Rules of Evidence Game

(Modified from Street Law’s Classroom Guide to Mock Trials and Moot Courts)

a. Doug told me he killed his brother and Doug is on trial for the murder.  Should I be able to testify to what he told me?

Answer-Yes, this is allowed as a statement by a party (the defendant here) as an exception to the general rule against hearsay.  

b. During a direct examination, the attorney ask the witness Maria, “You were at school on November 30th, isn’t that correct?”

Answer-   No- Objection.  This is a leading question because it has the answer the attorney wants in the question and cannot be asked on direct examination. (It can be asked on cross-examination)
c. Same situation, can the attorney ask “Where were you on November 30th?”

Answer-Yes 
d. Harry is being sued in a civil suit for a breach of contract.  Can the plaintiff introduce evidence that Harry has been unfaithful to his wife? 

Answer-No-objection.  Irrelevance to case.
e. Can Harry’s unfaithfulness be introduced in a contested divorce case?

Answer-Yes

f. Delonte made a sworn statement two days after an automobile accident he witnessed.  When the case finally come to trial, he cannot remember what happened.  Can the attorney show Delonte the statement that may help him remember?  
Answer-Yes, if the witness cannot remember he may be shown a written statement to refresh his memory.

g. Same scenario, only Delonte does remember; however, his testimony contradicts his earlier statement.  On cross-examination, can the attorney bring up the inconsistencies?

Answer-Yes, this will impeach the creditability of the witness.

h. Mary is in a car accident and sues the other driver.  On her direct examination, damage to the car is never mentioned.  Can the defense, on cross-examination, ask about the repair costs of the car?

Answer-No, on cross-examination an attorney may only bring up issues raised on direct examination; this is called a question outside the scope of the direct examination. 
i. Diego is a doctor. Can Diego testify that in his expert opinion, the victim in the case was suffering from a fracture of the right leg?

Answer-Yes, if Diego is first qualified as an expert witness by the judge.  To qualify as an expert witness, attorneys will ask a series of questions to show how prior training and experience make him an expert in the field. 

j. Can Aidan, a plumber who worked with the victim, testify that the victim was suffering from a fracture of the right leg?

Answer – No, he is not an expert, but he can testify to the fact that the victim appeared to be in pain. 

k. Li has never seen Amy with her baby.  Can Li testify that Amy is a terrible mother?

Answer-No, one can testify to only things one knows from direct knowledge. 
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