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“Introduction to Mock Trial” Academy
 (Middle/High School) 
Closing Arguments Handout

1. Description
Provides a summary of the evidence and ties it to the case.
2. Purpose
To convince the judge or jury that the evidence presented to the court is enough to win the case.
3. Starting

Start by addressing the court.

4. Summary

Summarize the key points from the witness testimony. Include any flaws found in the witness testimony which supports your case.

5. Plaintiff’s Attorney
In criminal cases, emphasize that guilt beyond a reasonable doubt was shown by the state. In civil cases, convince the court that by a preponderance of evidence, the defendant acted in ways that subjected them to legal liability.
6. Defense Attorney
Make sure to bring up questions about the weight of the evidence.

7. Organization

Be extremely well-organized and try to share the strongest point of the case at the start and end of the closing argument.

8. Emotion

Be very persuasive and appealing. State the argument with conviction. 
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