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[bookmark: _Hlk186701306]Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
The Superpower of Attendance Lesson Plan
These lessons are aimed at reducing truancy by helping youth identify what they like about school and to help reduce challenges that may discourage them from wanting to attend.
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn about the importance of attending school regularly 
· Students will understand the positive outcomes of regular school attendance

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
·  Picture cards, 1 set for whole group
· The Superpower of Going to School handout, 1 per student
· Colored Pencils, per student
· Scissors, 1 per student
· How I Feel About School handout, 1 per student
Prior to the start of class:
· Draw the following emoji faces on the board: Happy, sad, anxious, silly, scared, meh

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each and provide each student with a How I Feel about School handout.
2. Point to the board and explain to the students that there are many different emotions people feel when they go to school. Review them on the board and ask the students if there are any others that should be added. Add appropriate, new emojis.
3. Next, ask students to draw an emoji on their How I Feel about School handout of how they feel when they think about going to school. Walk around while students are drawing their feelings and offer encouragement. 
4. Next, ask students to use the space below their emoji to draw or write why they feel that way about school. Have students put their name on it and collect all handouts. Review their handouts later to see if there are any issues that may need to be addressed. For example, if a student draws a picture of being bullied.
5. Explain to the class that we may feel different feelings about school each day. Some days we are happy, some days we may be sad because we want to be with our family. No matter the feeling, it is important to come to school every day. 
6. Remind students that coming to school allows them to learn and experience new things as well as make friends. Share something you liked about school. Then ask a few students to share what they like about attending school. 
7. Next, we’re going to talk about what helps students have a fun and successful school day, and what challenges students’ success at school. Tell the students you have some picture cards, and their job is to look at the pictures and decide: Is this student ready for a successful school day?
8. The facilitator will hold up the picture cards one at a time and ask the students to put their thumbs up if they see the student ready for a successful day or thumbs down if they see a challenge to a successful day at school.
A. A student wearing a backpack and walking to school with a parent or guardian.
Response: Thumb up! The student is excited and ready to go to school on time.
B. A student looking upset as the bus drives away in the background.
[bookmark: _Hlk186709426]Response: Thumb down! 
Additional Question: What can the student do to make sure they don’t miss the bus tomorrow?
Response: The student should try waking up earlier or getting ready faster to catch the bus on time.
C. A student lying in bed with a thermometer in their mouth, looking unwell.
Response: Thumb down! 
Additional Question: Is it okay to stay home when you’re sick?
Response: Yes, if you’re really sick, it’s okay to stay home. But if you’re feeling better, it’s best to come to school.
D. A student walking into school with books and materials.
Response: Thumb up! The student is ready to learn!
E. Students sitting at home, playing video games instead of going to school.
Response: Thumb down! 
Additional Question: Is it a good idea to skip school to play games?
Response: No! The student misses important learning at school and doesn’t get to see their friends or join in on fun activities.
9. Next, hold up The Superpower of Going to School handout and point to the title: This handout is called The Superpower of Going to School!
10. Ask the students, can anyone guess what kind of superpower you might have by coming to school every day?
11. Have a few students share and then give each student the Superpower of Going to School handout.
12. [bookmark: _Hlk186716370]Tell students that the first step to gaining the superpower is getting to school. Call on a few students to share how they get to school. Then have all students draw how they get to school in the I’m going to school box. If students get done early, they can color their drawing with colored pencils.
13. Once done, have students share their drawing with their tablemates.
14. Have students repeat after you: I come to school every day because I learn new things and have fun!
15. Next, ask students who helps them learn at school. Call on a few students to share. Then all students will draw who helps them learn in the school starts box. If students get done early, they can color their drawing with colored pencils.
16. Have students repeat after you: My teacher helps me learn new things and become smarter! 
17. Then ask students what they like to learn about at school. Call on a few students to share. Then all students will draw something they like to learn about in the learning begins box. If students get done early, they can color their drawing with colored pencils.
18. Once done, have students share their drawing with a friend at a different table.
19. Have students repeat after you: I love learning interesting topics that spark my curiosity!
20. Debrief the lesson by having students complete the checklist at the bottom. If they agree with the statement, they will check it off. Then have students cut on the dotted line, put their name on it and the facilitator will collect all checklists.  

Family Share: Encourage students to take home and share with their family the top half of the superpower of going to school handout. They can discuss with their family members who helps them learn and what they like to learn in school. 
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Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
The Superpower of Attendance Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations


Civics:
K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and communities.

Writing:  
K.W.4:  With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1	Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.SL.5	Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

Vocabulary:
K.L.6	Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts.
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