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[bookmark: _Hlk186701306]Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
 Growing Strong Lesson Plan
These lessons are aimed at reducing truancy by helping youth identify what they like about school and to help reduce challenges that may discourage them from wanting to attend.
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn strategies to overcome negative self-talk regarding school
· Students will work together to solve problems

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Sense of Independence

Materials: 
· Taco Falls Apart By Brenda S. Miles, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70bxDtxoFGQ
· Think, Feel, Do Poster, 1 for whole group 
· Scenario Worksheet, prior to the lesson make copies so there is one per pair for grades 1-3. For Kindergarten, make 1 copy for the whole class.
· Positive Message Coloring Sheets, 1 sheet per student https://www.primarygames.com/print_zone/coloringpages/positivemessages/coloringpages/PositiveMessagesColoringeBookVolume01.php 

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each.
2. Play the read aloud Taco Falls Apart: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70bxDtxoFGQ 
3. Explain to students that just like in the picture book we all have good and bad days but what matters is not giving up, and to always ask for help.
4. Go over the think, feel, do poster and explain to students that one thing we can do to recover from a setback is to pay attention to our thoughts, feelings and actions especially when we have negative thoughts.
5. Model think, feel, do by posing the following example: What are some feelings I might experience if I think that I am not good at math? 
Facilitator Note Examples: sad, angry, upset, embarrassed. 
6. Write answers on the board or draw emoji faces to represent their responses. 
7. Explain that you can change that feeling by turning your thought into a positive one: I will improve in math by completing my math homework every day. This thought will now make you feel excited, happy, eager.
8. Grades 1-3: Have students work in pairs and give each pair a scenario worksheet.
Kinder: The facilitator will read a scenario to the class and as a class, they will complete each scenario together.
9. Debrief the lesson by having students color a positive message, which they can display in the classroom to highlight the ability to overcome negative self-talk in school. 
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Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
 Growing Strong Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics:
K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and communities.
K.C4.1 Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within the classroom and school.

Reading:  
K.RL.1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
K.RL.10:  With prompting and support, actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

Writing:  
K.W.4:  With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1	Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.SL.5	Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

Vocabulary:
K.L.6	Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts.

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           February 2025	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




