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[bookmark: _Hlk186701306]Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
 School Adventures Lesson Plan
These lessons are aimed at reducing truancy by helping youth identify what they like about school and to help reduce challenges that may discourage them from wanting to attend.
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will be able to identify school related activities 
· Students will learn how school gives opportunities for fun experiences 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· Construction Paper, 1 per student
· Crayons or Colored Pencils, 1 pack per student

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Start by asking the question: What is something you like about school that you can’t do at home?
3. Let the students share answers. Facilitator Note: guide them towards school-related activities (specials, recess, lunch, field trips).
4. Explain: Today, we are going to talk about the fun things we get to do at school that are special to school! School is a place where we get to do things we can't always do at home. 
5. On the whiteboard, the facilitator will make two columns: Things We Can Do at Home and Things We Can Do at School.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk188351939]As a class, brainstorm a list of things students do at home and the facilitator will write these under Things We Can Do at Home. Facilitator Note: possible examples- watching TV, playing video games, eating dinner. 
7. Tell students that although there are things they can do and learn at home; school also allows us to learn and have fun experiences. 
8. Next, ask the students: “What special things do you do at school that you can’t do at home?” Write these answers under Things We Can Do at School. Facilitator Note: possible examples- specials (art, music, gym, etc.), recess, lunch with friends, field trips, learning with classmates, school assemblies, celebrating holidays/special events at school, playing games or doing activities in a group.
9. Give students construction paper, crayons, or colored pencils.
10. Ask them to draw or write about one special activity they enjoy at school that they can't do at home.
Prompt them with questions:
· What is your favorite thing at school?
· What is something you love about recess or specials?
· Have you ever been on a field trip? What was it like?
11. Gallery Walk: Have students display their completed artwork around the classroom. Allow students to walk around and look at each other's work. 
12. After the gallery walk, ask students to return to their small groups and share one activity or special event that they saw from looking at their classmates' artwork. 
13. Summarize the lesson by saying: School is a special place because it helps us learn, play, and have fun with our friends. It gives us chances to do things that help us grow and explore the world around us. At home, we have fun in different ways, but at school, we get to do things we may not do at home!
Family Share: Encourage the students to discuss with their family members what they learned about school activities. Students can share their drawing that was made in class when it is time to take it home with them.
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Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics:
K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and communities.

Writing:  
K.W.4:  With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1	Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.SL.5	Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

Vocabulary:
K.L.6	Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts.




Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           February 2025	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




