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[bookmark: _Hlk186701306]Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
We Are Problem Solvers Lesson Plan
These lessons are aimed at reducing truancy by helping youth identify what they like about school and to help reduce challenges that may discourage them from wanting to attend.
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will identify good and poor choices 
· Students will practice teamwork through a problem-solving challenge

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Sense of Independence

Materials: 
· Good and Poor Choices examples, prior to the lesson cut out the choices so there is one per pair for grades 1-3. For Kindergarten, cut out 3-4 examples for the whole class.
· Tape
· What Should Danny Do? School Day book by Adir Levy, 1 book for the facilitator
· What Would ____ Do, Prior to the lesson cut the tickets out so there is one per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Read and become familiar with the What Should Danny Do? School Day book

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Start by asking the students to raise their hand if they have ever had to make a choice at school? 
2. Tell students that the average child makes 3,000 choices a day. [footnoteRef:1] Explain to students that there are good choices and poor choices.  [1:  https://www.migrantclinician.org/blog/2022/sep/decision-fatigue-and-tips-making-consequential-decisions.html#:~:text=The%20average%20adult%20makes%20about,t%20get%20enough%20choice!) ] 

3. Make a T-chart on the board and write good choices on one side and poor choices on the other.
4. Before diving into the examples, it's important to first help students understand how to evaluate what makes a choice good or poor.
5. Explain the following:
A good choice usually…
a. Helps us learn and grow (e.g., finishing schoolwork before playing).
b. Makes us and others feel good (e.g., being kind to a friend).
c. Is safe (e.g., following the rules to stay safe on the playground).
d. Is respectful (e.g., listening to the teacher).
A poor choice might…
a. Stop us from learning or getting better (e.g., not paying attention in class).
b. Make others feel sad or hurt (e.g., being unkind to a classmate).
c. Be unsafe (e.g., running in the hallway). 
d. Disrespect others (e.g., interrupting someone when they are speaking).
6. Grades 1-3: Have students work in pairs and give each pair a good or poor choice example and have them determine what side to place their choice on. Have pairs come up to the board to share and tape their choice on the correct side. Continue until all students have done so.
Kinder: The facilitator will read a good or poor choice example to the class and as a class, they will decide if it is a good or poor choice. Then ask a student volunteer to tape in the correct spot on the board. Repeat until 3 or 4 examples are on the board.
7. Introduce What Should Danny Do? School Day book and explain to students, they get to help Danny make good choices about his school day. Now, let’s see what happens in Danny’s school day and what choices we must make!
8. Read the story aloud and pause when you get to a choice page. At those times, ask the students to help decide what Danny should do. They can show you what they think would be the best choice for him by holding up either a 1 or 2 using their fingers.
9. After making a choice, continue reading the story to see what happens next. Ask the students:
a. How does Danny feel after making his choice. Does he feel happy, sad, or something else?
b. How does Danny choice make school more or less enjoyable?
10. Continue until you have reached the end of Danny’s day!
11. Debrief the lesson by asking K-1 students to draw and grades 2-3 to write and draw a good choice they will commit to for the rest of the school year. They will write/draw their choice on the What Would ____ Do exit ticket. Collect and review tickets when done.

Family Share: Encourage the students to discuss with their family members their good choice. Students can share their drawing that was made in class when it is time to take it home with them.
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Overcoming Truancy in Elementary School Academy
(K-3)
We Are Problem Solvers Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics:
K.C1.1 Apply values of respect, responsibility, equality, and fairness within schools and communities.
K.C4.1 Explain how people work together to identify and solve problems within the classroom and school.

Reading:  
K.RL.1:  With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
K.RL.10:  With prompting and support, actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

Writing:  
K.W.4:  With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 

Comprehension and Collaboration:
K.SL.1	Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
K.SL.5	Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

Vocabulary:
K.L.6	Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading, and being read to, and responding to texts.
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