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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Preventing Dangerous Situations in School Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Considered a Weapon on Campus? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk155690423]Students will be able to identify dangerous instruments
· Students will be able to understand the legal consequences of bringing a weapon to campus

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Empathy for others

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk211518693]Dry Erase Pocket Sleeve with blank paper inside for each group
· Dry erase markers for each group
· Scenarios, 1 scenario per group
· Facilitator Guide, 1 per facilitator
· Sticky note, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Review the school’s policy for bringing dangerous weapons on campus

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



[bookmark: _Hlk155769593]Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with dry-erase pocket sleeve and markers.  
2. [bookmark: _Hlk211518710]Instruct the student who woke up the earliest in each group to draw 2 columns on their dry-erase pocket sleeve labeled: ‘Know’ and ‘Learned’.
3. That student should then pass the sleeve to the student who woke up the latest. This student will record the group’s responses in the “Know” column. (Note: The “Learned” column will be completed at the end of the lesson.)
4. Give groups 2 minutes to discuss and write down what they already know are considered dangerous weapons.
5. The facilitator will circulate the room to support groups, answer questions and keep discussions on track.
6. Call on a few groups to share their responses from the ‘Know’ section.
Facilitator Note- Possible Answers: baseball bats, scissors, knives, tools like hammers, heavy objects like pipes or rocks. Elaborate on their answers and clarify any misconceptions. 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk153869045]Explain, in Arizona under A.R.S. 13-105.12 a ‘dangerous instrument’ means anything that, under the circumstances in which it is used, attempted to be used, or threatened to be used, is readily capable of causing death or serious physical injury. Give some examples of dangerous weapons on campus that were not already listed in the students “Know” column.
8. Next, ask students the following questions. Have them write their guesses on the back of the dry-erase pocket sleeve before you provide answers. The last student who wrote on the sleeve will select someone else in their group to record the group's responses for each question and be ready to report out.
A. What consequences would youth face for bringing weapons to school? 
Explain that if weapons are brought to school the following charge could be filed: A.R.S. 13-	3102.12- Misconduct Involving weapons- Possession of deadly weapons on school grounds. 
Also provide the school’s consequences. 
B. What consequences would youth face for hurting others with a weapon? 
Explain that the following charge could be filed:  A.R.S. 13-	1204.2- Aggravated Assault - Use of 	deadly weapon or dangerous instrument. 
Also provide the school’s consequences. 
9. Now that the students have discussed possible consequences, inform them that they will reflect on how weapons on campus impact others. 
10. Distribute a scenario to each group.
11. Give them time to discuss and answer the questions as a group. 
12. Have each group present their scenario and responses. Use the Facilitator Guide to add any additional information that wasn’t shared. 
13. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write down something they learned during the lesson on a sticky note and place it under the ‘Learned’ column on their groups dry-erase pocket sleeve.
14. Collect the dry-erase pocket sleeves as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Preventing Dangerous Situations in School Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Considered a Weapon on Campus? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations


Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. (7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Reading
8.RI.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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