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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Promoting Respect and Responsible Behavior in Schools” Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk181861521]Importance of School Rules and Laws Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn the benefits of school rules and laws
· Students will identify how rules and laws contribute to a positive learning environment 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Sticky notes for each group
· Timing device for facilitator
· 1 poster with opening question for facilitator 
· Benefits vs. Harm handout, 1 for each group
· Scenario cards, 1 set per small group
· 2 different colored writing utensils per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· [bookmark: _Hlk181257685]Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson:
1. Divide class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, sticky notes, and markers.
2. Facilitator will have the following written on poster paper or the board in the front of the room and present the opening question, “Why are rules implemented in school?”
3. Allow the small groups to discuss the question in a quick brainstorming session where students write their answer on a sticky note along with their name at the top. The small groups should discuss it together, but each student should write their own response on a sticky note. They do not need to agree with their small group. They will show they are done by putting their pencil down. Then they will share their thoughts with the stand up, hand up, pair up activity explained below.
Stand up, Hand Up, Pair Up (set a two-minute timer once directions are explained)
[bookmark: _Hlk181257750]● Ask students to stand up with their sticky note and mingle about the room
● When signaled the individual should put their hand up and find the nearest person and pair up
● After they have paired up and shared, the individual will put their hand up in the air again to find another partner with their hand up who is available for sharing
● This will continue until the timer is up and students will go back to their seats
[bookmark: _Hlk180060702]4. 	Have a few volunteers share out an answer their partner shared. Answers could include safety, order, respect, academic integrity, conflict prevention, positive behavior, and preparation for life beyond school. They will then keep the sticky note on their desk as it will be used again at the end of the lesson.
5. 	Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person

6. The facilitator will give each group the Benefits vs. Harm handout. Each group should brainstorm a list of benefits that go along with the rules that could be why the school implements that rule. During the brainstorm, guide students in recognizing that school rules are created to benefit everyone in the school community. Possible answers to the “Benefits” section are listed below but should only be provided to the class after they have completed their own work

FACILITATOR GUIDE
	[bookmark: _Hlk181692628]Rules
	Benefits
	Harm

	No Running in Hallways
	To prevent accidents and injuries. By prohibiting running, schools aim to create a safer environment where students can move between classes without the risk of collisions or falls.
	This could lead to accidents, injuries and a general atmosphere of chaos.

	Respectful Language and Behavior Towards Staff and Peers
	To foster a respectful and positive school culture. This rule encourages students to communicate appropriately and reduces physical altercations, which enhances the overall learning environment.
	Disrespectful language could lead to physical fights, suspension, increased conflict.

	No Cell Phones During Class
	 To minimize distractions and ensure students remain focused on learning. This rule helps create an atmosphere conducive to education, where students can engage fully with the lesson without the temptation of phone use.
	Students could miss important information needed to be successful in the class. Students may take inappropriate or embarrassing pictures of others.

	Follow Directions During Safety Drills
	To ensure student safety during emergencies. By requiring students to follow directions during drills, schools prepare everyone for real-life situations, instilling the importance of listening to authority and being prepared.
	If a real drill was occurring, students may not know how to stay safe. Students may think it is a drill but it is real and they could harm themselves or others.

	No Weapons on Campus

	To maintain safety and prevent violence. Protects students and staff from potential harm. Aligns with legal standards of prohibiting firearms on school property. 
	Weapons on campus could lead to harm to others. The person who brought the weapon could face criminal charges and suspension from school.

	Attendance and Punctuality Requirements
	Regular attendance is crucial for academic success, and this rule encourages students to prioritize their education. In Arizona, it is unlawful for any child who is between six and sixteen years of age to fail to attend school during the hours school is in session.
	Being truant from school could cause fines for parents, suspension, etc.


7. Choose a reporter to report out one rule and its benefit then rotate to the next group until groups have shared. They can’t repeat a rule benefit once it has been shared. Please note the law for weapons on campus and attendance and make sure to share with the class if they do not.
8. Have group switch roles so there is a new reporter, new recorder, new task keeper, and new timekeeper.
9. Next, ask the small groups to return to their handout to discuss what harm could occur for each rule if it was not enforced. They will record their ideas in the harm column.
10. Then allow new reporters to report in the same manner from before.
11. Next, students will be asked to analyze a scenario on their own involving rule violations, discuss the importance of rules, and understand the consequences of not following them.
12. All 4 scenarios cards will be given to each group and once in each group, students will decide which scenario they will be completing independently. They will be given 5 minutes to write their responses on their card. If they get done early, they can come up with their own scenario on the back.


Scenario Cards
Scenario 1: Running in the Hallway
· Situation: A group of students is running down the hallway between classes, causing a near collision with a teacher.
· Discussion Points:
· What rule was violated?
· What could have happened if a collision occurred?
· Why is the rule against running in hallways important?

Scenario 2: Disrespectful Language
· Situation: A student uses inappropriate language when speaking to a teacher during class.
· Discussion Points:
· How does this behavior affect the classroom environment?
· What are the potential consequences for the student?
· Why is it essential to use respectful language in school?

Scenario 3: Weapon on Campus
· Situation: A student has a weapon in their backpack.
· Discussion Points:
· How does this violation impact the safety for everyone?
· What consequences could occur for the student and their classmates due to a weapon on campus? 
· Who could you report the weapon to?

Scenario 4: Not Following Directions During a Safety Drill
· Situation: During a fire drill, some students ignore the directions given by staff and act inappropriately.
· Discussion Points:
· What are the potential risks of not following directions during emergencies?
· Why is it vital to adhere to rules during safety drills?
· How can students encourage one another to take drills seriously?

13. Debrief the lesson by grouping students by the scenario card number they completed. Each scenario number will be given a corner to go to. They will gather with their new group and share their responses. The person tallest person will share first and then it will go clockwise.
14. The facilitator will circle around the room to each group. Ask students to comment on any similarities or differences they are finding between their group’s responses. 
15. Have students go to back to their seats and ask them if they can expand on their original answer at the beginning of the lesson, “Why are rules implemented in school?” 
16. As the exit ticket, students will expand on their answer using the sticky note at the beginning of the lesson. They will need to use a different colored writing utensil to show they have expanded on their previous answer.
17. When done they will place their sticky note on the poster board with the opening question at the front of the room. Make sure they place their name on their sticky note.
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“Promoting Respect” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Importance of School Rules and Laws Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics and Government
7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts. (8.W.1)

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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