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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk181866475]““Promoting Respect and Responsible Behavior in Schools”” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Respecting School Bus Drivers Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the role of school bus drivers and passengers to maintain safety
· Students will learn how respect contributes to a safe bus environment 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Increase Safety or Reduce Safety cards, 1 set per student
· Bus Rules, 1 set for whole group

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Start with a question: Who has ridden in a school bus? Have students raise their hand if they have.
3. Ask students what they think the bus driver’s role is and why it’s important to show respect to them. Have a few volunteers share out.
4. Explain that today’s lesson will focus on the relationship between bus drivers and students and how it helps keep everyone safe.
5. Understanding Roles Activity: On the board, make a T chart and write the two main roles: School Bus Driver and Student.
6. Ask the groups to brainstorm what responsibilities each person has and list them on their paper.
7. Have groups share their ideas while the facilitator writes the ideas on a class T-chart at the front of the room.
For Example- School Bus Driver: ensure safety, manage traffic, enforce rules
Students: stay seated, keep your hands to yourself, talk quietly
8. Next continue to the activity: Pass out an Increase Safety and Reduce Safety card to each student. The facilitator will provide examples of behavior that could either increase safety or reduce it and students will hold up either their Increase or Decrease card. After each example and cards are held up the facilitator will say the answer before moving on to the next example. Elaborate to explain how the action could be unsafe and put everyone on the bus at risk.
Examples with answers
a. A student shouts across the aisle to a friend (decrease) 
[bookmark: _Hlk182313894][bookmark: _Hlk182314165]Facilitator note- When a student shouts across the aisle to a friend, it can distract the driver and create noise that will make it harder for them to focus. Students can help prevent distracted driving by keeping the noise level down.
b. A student taps the driver on the shoulder while they’re driving to share a joke (decrease)
Facilitator note- Tapping the bus driver on the shoulder can startle them or divert their attention from the road. Students can help prevent distracted driving by waiting to get the bus driver’s attention once the bus has stopped.
c. Students begin to argue loudly while the bus is in motion (decrease)
Facilitator note- Loud arguments can make it difficult for the driver to hear important sounds on the roads, such as sirens, horns or other vehicles which can interfere with their ability to focus and react in an emergency. Students can help prevent distracted driving by addressing a disagreement calmly and quietly.
d. A student gets up to move seats while the bus is in motion (decrease)
Facilitator note- The bus is constantly in motion and can cause a student who is up to lose their balance, fall or collide with another student or driver. Students can help prevent distracted driving by remaining seated until the bus is safely stopped.
e. A student stays seated while the bus is moving (increase)
f. A student waits for the bus to stop before getting on or off the bus (increase)
9. Advise students that the school has established procedures for bus drivers to report repeated offenses of unsafe behavior. With proper documentation, action can be taken toward withdrawing the students’ right to ride the bus on a temporary or permanent basis.  
10. Give the students a short time to reflect on how the loss of the bus would impact their family and their ability to get to school.
11. Next students will work together in groups and use their large poster paper and markers. Each group will be given a bus rule and will need to create a visual for the rule.
12. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
Bus Rules
1) Passengers must enter and leave the bus at school loading zones
and bus stops in an orderly fashion and in accordance with
 instructions. This requires passengers to:
● Proceed quietly and quickly, but carefully, using the handrails.
● Not to crowd or push.
● Passengers must cross the road in front of the bus.
● Use only their assigned bus stop unless permission is authorized in
advance by the school administration.

2) Passengers should not carry onto the bus.
● Alcohol, tobacco, drugs or any other controlled substance
Facilitator note- School buses are included in the Drug Free School Zone Law
● Animals, insects, nuisance items.
● Hazardous materials, such as anything stating “Flammable”,
or glass of any kind.	
● Skateboards, balloons, and laser lights.
● Weapons or anything that resembles a weapon of any kind.
Facilitator note- There are multiple legal consequences regarding weapons on a school bus which range from fines, suspension, probation, and jail time.

3) Passengers must remain seated while the bus is in motion.
● Go directly to a seat upon entering the bus.
● Sit facing forward with feet placed in front and belongings
on the lap or between the feet.
● Remain seated until the bus has come to a complete stop.
● The aisle must remain clear.

4) Passengers must remain reasonably quiet and not distract the
driver.
● Refrain from shouting, using profane language or engaging in
boisterous activities.
● Refrain from talking with the driver while the bus is in motion,
except in an emergency.
● No object shall protrude through an open window.

5) Passengers should not destroy or damage any part of the bus.
Facilitator note- Vandalism viewed as criminal damage, ARS 13-1602, misdemeanor up to felony depending on amount of damage, consequences range from paying for damage, to fines, suspension of license, to probation, to anger management classes.
● Refrain from eating and drinking on the bus, except for water in
plastic bottles.
● No littering or throwing objects.
● Keep feet off the seats.
● Keep sharp objects away from the interior of the bus
such as seats, windows, and floor.

13. Debrief the lesson by groups presenting their bus rule visual. After every presentation the facilitator will collect the poster and can post the visuals on campus.
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Respecting School Bus Drivers Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations


Civics
[bookmark: _Hlk145416075]7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

[bookmark: _Hlk145416176]Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Visual Art
S1C4PO 201 Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes
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