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Facilitator Guide

a. Why do people sometimes avoid reporting?
· Fear of retaliation: People may be afraid that the person they report will seek revenge.
· Uncertainty: They might not be sure if what they observed is serious enough to report.
· Peer pressure: Friends or peers may discourage them from "snitching" or reporting someone.
· Lack of trust in authority: Some people feel that reporting won’t lead to any action or change.
· Embarrassment or shame: They may feel embarrassed about being involved or think they’ll be judged for reporting.
· Not wanting to get involved: Some people prefer to stay out of conflict or potential drama, thinking it's not their problem.
· Belief that someone else will report it: They might assume that others have already reported the issue or that it’s someone else’s responsibility.
b. How might reporting potential violence or aggression prevent harm?
· Early intervention: Reporting allows authorities or trusted adults to address the issue before it escalates into violence.
· Deterrence: Knowing that aggressive behavior will be reported might discourage people from engaging in it.
· Protecting others: Reporting can help protect potential victims from being hurt or bullied.
· Creating a safer environment: When issues are reported, it can contribute to a more respectful and peaceful community where people feel safe.
· Getting help for those involved: Reporting may help both the aggressor and the victim receive the support they need, whether it's counseling, mediation, or disciplinary action.
· Building a culture of responsibility: Reporting teaches that everyone has a role in preventing harm and keeping their environment safe.
Reporting Resources 

c. What factors do you think should be considered when deciding which resource to use in a real-life situation? 
· If the situation involves immediate danger or a violation of the law (like physical violence or threats), law enforcement would be the appropriate resource.
· Some students might choose to speak with a school counselor to seek advice on how to handle the situation before deciding if further action is necessary.
· Others might feel that using a crisis line gives them immediate support and advice, particularly in situations where they feel overwhelmed.

d. How might the seriousness of the situation or your relationship with the people involved affect your choice? 
· If someone is afraid of retaliation or doesn’t feel safe being identified, they might prefer to use an anonymous school hotline or crisis line.
· If the person reporting knows the individuals involved, they may want to consider reporting to a counselor to handle the situation discreetly.
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