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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Reducing Aggressive Behavior Through Conflict Resolution Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social & Legal Consequences Lesson Plan

Objectives: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk214886785]Students will be able to identify and explain the social, school, and legal consequences of aggressive behavior in conflict situations
· Students will analyze a scenario and develop a peaceful solution to the conflict

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk214886820]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Vocabulary cards, 1 card per group
· Conflict scenarios, 1 scenario per group
· Sticky note, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Cut vocabulary cards for each group to receive one card 
· Review the school’s policy for each conflict scenario

Timeframe: 40 minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson: 
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk214886837]Have each group brainstorm and list on the large poster paper guidelines and expectations that promote a peaceful classroom, school, and community.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk211857120]Ask a few groups to share with the class.
4. Distribute a vocabulary card to each group.
5. Explain that each group has a word related to behavior, rules, or legal consequences. Their task will be to discuss the word, come up with their own definition to share with the class, and think about how the word connects to school, the community, or real-life situations.
6. Have a group present their word and definition. Then ask the rest of the class if they have different ideas or would like to add to the definition. After, provide the official definition using the facilitator guide below. Continue until all groups have shared their word and definition.
Facilitator Guide:
· Assault[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Assault Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster] 

A threat or attempt to inflict offensive physical contact or bodily harm on a person (as by lifting a fist in a threatening manner) that puts the person in immediate danger of or in apprehension of such harm or contact.

· Consequence[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Consequence Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster] 

Something produced by a cause or necessarily following from a set of conditions.

· Criminal Damage[footnoteRef:3] [3:  13-1602 - Criminal damage; classification (azleg.gov)] 

A class 4 felony if the person recklessly damages the property of a utility in an amount of $5,000 or more or if the person intentionally tampers with utility property and the damage causes an imminent safety hazard to any person.

· Felony[footnoteRef:4] [4:  13-105 - Definitions (azleg.gov)] 

An offense for which a sentence to a term of imprisonment in the custody of the state department of corrections is authorized by any law of this state. 

· Harassment[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Harassment Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster] 

To create an unpleasant or hostile situation for especially by uninvited and unwelcome verbal or physical conduct.

· Misdemeanor[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  13-707 - Misdemeanors; sentencing (azleg.gov)] 

A sentence of imprisonment for a misdemeanor shall be for a definite term to be served other than a place within custody of the state department of corrections. The court shall fix the term of imprisonment within the following maximum limitations:
· For a class 1 misdemeanor, six months.
· For a class 2 misdemeanor, four months.
· For a class 3 misdemeanor, thirty days.
7. Distribute a conflict scenario to each group. 
8. On the back side of the large poster paper, instruct students to divide into 3 sections: possible school rule violations, possible social consequences, and possible legal consequences.
9. The groups will read their scenario and write the possible consequences that could occur for each section.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk211857229]Have groups share out their scenario and possible legal, school, and social consequences. As students share, use the facilitator guide below to correct and elaborate where needed.
Facilitator Guide:
Scenario 1
John and Adolfo are best friends, and they also like the same person (Abeba). During math class they get into an argument over who should date Abeba. John tells Adolfo he will hurt him if he tries to date Abeba, Adolfo stands up and squares off with John.
· Identify the possible school rule violations – varies by school. Please see the school handbook.
· Identify the possible social consequences. – lack of trust from peers, disrupt student learning, new rules could be placed due to situation, etc.
· Identify the possible legal consequences. - 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, diversion, probation, legal fees, fines, community service, counseling / behavior change classes
Scenario 2
Anita and Franny are both new to Powell Jr High School. It is the first day of class, they both try to sit down as the bell rings – in the same seat. There are no other seats left in the class. There is confusion as to what to do and both want to sit there. They begin pushing each other in an effort to get into the seat.
· Identify the possible school rule violations. – varies by school. Please see the school handbook.
· Identify the possible social consequences. – anger could continue throughout the semester, others may not want to be friends, etc.
· Identify the possible legal consequences. - 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines.
Scenario 3
Mindy, Lazarus, Ricardo, and Ngan are all in the same chemistry class together. They do not know each other well but have been put into a group to work on a project. As soon as the work begins, Lazurus becomes very bossy, and tries to tell the other three students what to do. The group begins to argue and push the lab equipment at each other to force others to do the work. In the process, some of the equipment shatters. 
· Identify the possible school rule violations. – varies by school. Please see the school handbook.
· Identify the possible social consequences. – anger could extend beyond the classroom.
· Identify the possible legal consequences. - 13-1602. Criminal damage; classification: depending on amount, the person could be placed suspended, expelled, on diversion or probation, ordered restitution, or incarceration possible
Scenario 4
Roberto and Andres are both Freshman at Sierra Linda High School. They have not liked each other since 5th grade when they fought over Lisa who Andres liked. During lunch Andres saw Roberto having lunch with Lisa. Andres comes over to the two having lunch and throws a full can of soda at Lisa. Roberto immediately jumps up out of the lunch booth and becomes involved in a physical altercation with Andres. Both Roberto and Andres must be separated by the School Resource Officer. 
· Identify the possible school rule violations. – varies by school. Please see the school handbook.
· Identify the possible social consequences. – friends will have to decide who to be loyal to, Andres will be seen as hurting a female, since he threw a soda can at her, trouble may continue off campus, they may fall behind in studies.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211875355]Identify the possible legal consequences. – 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211876808]13-2904, Disorderly Conduct violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines., 13-1203, Assault, violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, incarceration in the Juvenile Facility, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal 
Scenario 5
After school, William waited by the Performing Arts Center for his father while using his phone. He had spent the week taunting Kevin about the L.A. Dodgers making the World Series, knowing Kevin was a big fan and he supported the Arizona Diamondbacks. When Kevin saw William distracted, he approached and punched him in the head, knocking him down. Kevin continued hitting him until William lost consciousness. When William hit the concrete, he fractured his left orbital socket.
· Identify the possible school rule violations. – varies by school. Please see the school handbook.
· Identify the possible social consequences. – Kevin will be expelled and possibly not be allowed back in that school district. William may have long lasting medical issues as the result of the Assault
· Identify the possible legal consequences. – 13-2904, Disorderly Conduct violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines., 
13-1203, Assault, violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, incarceration in the Juvenile Facility, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines.  
13-1204, Aggravated Assault, violation; classification; definitions; consequences could include suspension, expulsion, incarceration in the Juvenile Facility, diversion, or probation, community restitution, legal fees, and fines. (Depending on the local County Attorney Kevin could be charged as an Adult) 
11. On the back of each group’s conflict scenario, have students rewrite the scenario to show how the conflict could be resolved peacefully, without the use of aggression.
12. Have groups share their updated scenarios.
13. Debrief the lesson by having students answer the following question on a sticky note: Why could reacting aggressively in a conflict have a negative result?
14. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review the fact to ensure they understand the content. 
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Reducing Aggressive Behaviors Through Conflict Resolution Academy
(Middle/High School)
Social and Legal Consequences of Aggressive Behaviors Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the significance of civic virtues to a well-functioning constitutional republic. (HS.C1.1)

Reading
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. (9-10.RI.1)

Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (9-10.W.4)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐ one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well‐ reasoned exchange of ideas. (9-10.SL.1)
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