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Respect During Social Interactions Academy
(Middle/High School)
That’s Not a Joke Lesson
How Serious is It? Facilitators’ Guide

*Note anything that disrupt the school environment, causes damage, endangerment, threatens, intimidates
 or harasses another could have consequences:  
Arizona law: 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution
Arizona Law: 13-1602. Criminal damage
Arizona Law: 13-1215. Hazing

A. A group of friends teases a classmate about their new hairstyle, calling it ugly and continuing to joke about it. (This could be a school violation because it can harm the classmates’ feelings and self-esteem and possibly lead to bullying if repeated. Could lead to additional conflict if the student retaliates.)
B. Students cover a classmate’s car with sticky notes, causing residue that’s difficult to clean off. (This could lead to criminal damage charges if it causes residue or damage. Depending on the cost to repair, this could result in misdemeanor or felony charges, along with fines, possible jail time, and mandatory restitution, meaning the student (or their parents) may be required to pay for all cleanup and repairs.
C. Tie “congratulations” balloons on a door at school with the teacher’s permission and let peers wonder why. (This is a harmless prank since the students had permission from the teacher) 
D. Pretending the school is closed by posting a fake announcement online. (This can cause confusion or panic and may lead to disciplinary action for spreading misinformation) 
E. Forcing new teammates to do push-ups all night with little sleep. (This can cause physical harm, lead to serious school consequences, including suspension or expulsion, and potential legal consequences such as hazing charges)
F. Put chewing gum on a student’s seat when they are not looking and watch as they sit on it. (This could ruin their clothes, cause embarrassment, and result in school consequences like detention if gum is banned. Could result in additional conflict if the student retaliates.)
G. Put up signs at school saying, “out of order” on bathrooms and drinking fountains. (This could disrupt essential facilities, cause confusion, and lead to disciplinary action for disrupting the school environment)
H. Tease a classmate you don’t know after they make a mistake in PE, making fun of their skills. (This could be a school violation because it can damage the student’s confidence, cause emotional harm, and possibly lead to bullying if repeated)
I. Slip orange juice in your friend’s milk and watch them drink it.  (While it may seem funny, this could lead to health risks for anyone with allergies, make a mess, or ruin their food, which could have negative consequences)
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