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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Respect During Social Interactions Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk181861521]That’s Not a Joke Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the difference between teasing, pranking, and hazing
· Students will learn social and legal consequences of teasing, pranking, and hazing

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Resistance Skills

Materials: 
· Signs, 1 set for whole group
· Video: Social Media Prank Lands Valley Man in Prison https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HzoLlTFOyw 
· How Serious Is It?, 1 copy per group 
· How Serious Is It? Facilitators’ Guide, 1 copy per facilitator
· Index Card, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Write the “Things to ask yourself first” questions on the board: Could my actions/words hurt someone else and/or damage their property? Could my actions/words lead to unwanted school, social, or legal consequences?
· Place signs labeled “More Serious” and “Less Serious” on opposite sides of the room

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· [bookmark: _Hlk181257685]Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.	

Lesson:
1. Divide class into small groups of 3-4 students each. 
2. Write the word, “Pranking” on the board and ask students to think about what comes to mind when they see this word. Allow a quiet moment for students to reflect individually.
3. Instruct the students to share with a partner what they were thinking about. 
4. Then, ask for a few volunteers to share their ideas with the class.  
5. Write the definition of pranking on the board: A trick that is intended to be funny but not to cause harm or damage.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/prank] 

6. Write the word, “Teasing” on the board and ask students to think about what comes to mind when they see this word. Allow a quiet moment for students to reflect individually.
7. Instruct the students to share with a partner what they were thinking about. 
8. Then, ask for a few volunteers to share their ideas with the class.  
9. Write definition of teasing on the board: To laugh at someone or say unkind things about them[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/tease?q=teasing] 

10. Write the word, “Hazing” on the board and ask students to think about what comes to mind when they see this word. Allow a quiet moment for students to reflect individually.
11. Instruct the students to share with a partner what they were thinking about. 
12. Then, ask for a few volunteers to share their ideas with the class.  
13. Write definition of hazing on the board: Playing tricks on a person that is new to a social organization[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/hazing] 

14. Tell students that sometimes these actions can be in good fun and everyone enjoys it. However, sometimes these behaviors are not carefully thought out and can lead to consequences. 
15. Explain that you will show them a news clip of a prank. Instruct the students to think about the decisions made with the prank and if any legal or social consequences occurred as a result.  
16. Play the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HzoLlTFOyw 
17. After the video, ask students the following questions:  
A. What legal consequences were reported?
B. What harm could be imposed on others from this prank?
C. Did you agree or disagree with the consequences?  Why or why not?
18. Provide each group with the How Serious Is It? handout.
19. Instruct groups to read the first scenario from the handout and evaluate it by discussing the “Things to ask yourself first” questions posted on the board.
20. Then as a group they will decide together how serious it is, that is, could the prank harm others or their property and/or receive negative consequences?
21. Point out the signs on the opposite sides of the room. Explain that one member of the group will stand along a continuum between the two signs posted in the room that represents their group’s consensus.
22. Select a few participants from the continuum to share why they chose to stand there. 
23. Ask the More Serious side what school, legal or social consequences they think might happen as a result of that scenario. Elaborate with any important information students may not be aware of using the Facilitators Guide. 
24. Continue the process for the rest of the scenarios. Make sure groups switch the person to represent the group with each new scenario.
25. [bookmark: _Hlk204163507]Debrief the lesson by giving each student an index card. Have them write what school, legal, or social consequences they think might happen because of the following scenario: New members of a sports team are required to perform unwanted activities in front of others during school.
(Facilitator Note: This can cause emotional distress, create an unhealthy social environment, lead to serious school consequences, including suspension or expulsion, and legal consequences under Arizona’s hazing law (13-1215) 
26. Collect index cards as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Respect During Social Interactions Academy
(Middle/High School)
That’s Not a Joke Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics and Government
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Technology
6-12 S5.C1.PO6 Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
7-12 S5.C2.PO1 Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social 
and civic responsibility to others.
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