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“Respect for Authority” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Purpose of Rules and Laws Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives:  
· The students will learn the purpose of rules and laws.
· The students will understand that those in authority are responsible for enforcing rules and laws.
· The students will create laws for a mock city.

Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· 3 Posters labeled 
· Sticky notes, different color per group

Timeframe:  50 minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Post three large posters, each with one of the following charts:
	a.   School Rules
	Who Creates
	Who Enforces

	b.   Home Rules
	Who Creates
	Who Enforces

	c.      Society Rules
	Who Creates
	Who Enforces



2. Instruct groups to brainstorm a list of rules that apply to each poster and record on sticky notes.  For instance, ‘Home’ – Be in the house by 10:00 p.m. Also instruct groups to record on sticky notes who creates and enforces these rules. Groups should place their sticky notes on the appropriate poster paper. Have a volunteer from each group ready to report out. 
3. During the discussion, guide students in recognizing that the rules for society are laws and they are different from rules.  
4. Have groups brainstorm ways rules and laws are different and alike and record on paper. Have a volunteer ready to report one idea then rotate to the next group until all ideas are given. Answers could include:
	Different
	Alike

	Laws apply to large groups of people
	Keep people safe

	There is a wide array of laws. City, County, State, Federal
	Protect property

	They govern a wide variety of behavior.  (Workplace, motor laws, consumption of alcohol drugs etc.
	Can vary with age or circumstance

	Different laws have different consequences( Petty Offence, Misdemeanor, Felony)
	Can change over time
Created because of a need for safety or order

	Laws go through a democratic, legal process
	Without them there is chaos and disorder



5. Next, ask the small groups to discuss what life would be like if there were not any laws. For example, how would they feel if there wasn’t a law against hurting other people. Would they feel safe in that situation?
6. Allow groups to report out.
7. Next, students will be asked to create their own town or city. They have complete control over size, location, weather, town seal, etc. 
8. Once their town is established, (they have picked a name, location, etc.) ask each group to come up with 10 laws that will govern their town. When they are creating their laws, they should consider what is important to them. Who will enforce the laws and penalties for each? 
9. Have groups rank their laws from most important to least important and explain their reason behind its importance.
10. Now, have groups discuss everything they have heard and respond to the following questions: 
A. Is there a law that another group came up with that they would change?  
B. Is there a law missing that a group should have thought of?  
C. What did you think of their order?
       As facilitator mention important laws not included.
11. Faculty may want to write similar laws on the board. Ask students to comment on any similarities in what the students valued, such as ‘safety’.
12. Debrief lesson by asking the following: 
a. Why were particular laws chosen?
b. What were some of the similarities between towns?
c. Why are rules/laws necessary?
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“Respect for Authority” Academy
Middle/High
Purpose of Rules and Laws 
Arizona State Standards Correlations


Civics and Government
7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.


Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Visual Art
S1C4PO 201 Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes
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