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“Respect for Authority” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Communicating with Law Enforcement Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives:  
· Students will consider different reasons for interacting with police.
· Students will understand their civic responsibility to communicate successfully with police.
· Students will develop strategies to respond effectively when questioned by police officers.

Protective Factor Developed: Feelings of efficacy

Materials:
· [bookmark: _Hlk146286666]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Signs: HELPFUL and HURTFUL

Timeframe:  50 minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

[bookmark: _Hlk146286690]Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Instruct groups to brainstorm in their group a list of reasons why they would communicate with police officers, or a police officer would communicate with them. Have a volunteer from each group record reasons on large poster paper using one side of a T-Chart labeled ‘Police Interaction’. 
3. Have groups share possible reasons one at a time until all ideas have been given. Explain to the class that they will return to the T-chart after the next activity.
Possible Responses: Career opportunities, report an incident, ask questions, ask for help, etc. 
4. Post the following signs on opposite sides of the room. HELPFUL and HURTFUL. Inform the class that they will participate in a continuum activity to determine if a response to an officer is helpful or hurtful. 
5. Inform students that a scenario will be read. They should discuss the scenario in their groups and answer the following questions in their groups.
a. Why do they think the student responded the way they did?
b. Would the officer need to change the way they interact with the student based on the student’s response?
c. Did the student’s response escalate the situation and why?
6. After the groups have discussed the scenario, instruct each small group to send 1 person from their group to stand in the middle between the two signs to demonstrate if their group feels the student in the scenario helped or hurt the situation. 
7. Call on students at various points along the continuum to ask their group’s opinion and share their group’s answers to the 3 questions. After opinions are shared, have the students return to their small group and give the next scenario. 
8. Continue in this manner until all scenarios have been discussed. To ensure participation by all, ask for a new group reporter each time to participate in the continuum and share their group’s answers.
SCENARIOS:
1) A school resource officer is questioning a student about their part in a reported bullying incident, the student responds with calm, honest answers.
2) A police officer stops 3 youth walking to the park and asks if they have seen a certain car drive by. The youth reply with anger and upset for being stopped and questioned and refuse to tell the officer what they saw.
3) A police officer stops a teen driver and asks if they know why he pulled them over. The teen driver responds with fear and intimidation and is slow to follow instructions. 
4) A police officer stops a group of youth walking home after curfew to question where they are going and if they need any assistance. The officer is acting friendly and not upset. The youth give short quick answers but are not friendly. 
9. After all students have returned to their seats, explain that these situations are similar to what officers    encounter in their jobs. Explain that officers must ensure public safety as well as their own during their interactions with the community. Officers must take the reactions of the person they are questioning into consideration to ensure safety for everyone.
10. Refer back to their T-Chart of reasons to communicate with police and discuss what safety
       concerns police might have during those interactions. Have a volunteer record the responses from
       the group next to each reason on the opposite side of the T-Chart and label it ‘Safety Concerns’. 
11. Have groups report out one reason at a time rotating around groups until most responses are
       shared. Validate responses, elaborate, or gently correct.
12. Instruct the groups to discuss how to overcome any strong emotions that might prevent them from responding respectfully to an officer when being questioned. 
13. Call on each group to provide one idea. 
14. “Ticket out the door” Ask student to meet you at the door and give one reason why it is important to cooperate respectfully with police.



The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Respect for Authority” Academy
Middle/High
Communicating with Law Enforcement

Correlations

Civics
[bookmark: _Hlk145416075]7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.


[bookmark: _Hlk145416176]Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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