What Is LRE?

“It’s all in the Approach”

As LRE educators, we approach character as an end result.  We utilize the essential components of Law-Related Education as a means to an end.  It is the mission of the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education to promote knowledge, skills, and values that empower Arizona youth to be active and informed citizens in a democratic society by providing Law-Related Education.  It is our vision that we will contribute in creating a society of citizens who are caring, kind, honest, ethical, and giving, and who through their commitment, involvement, and participation contribute to the foundations of democracy.

What is LRE?

LRE has been defined as “education to equip nonlawyers with knowledge and skills pertaining to the law, the legal process, and the legal system, and the fundamental principles and values which these are based” (Law-Related Education Act of 1978).

LRE is understood to foster the knowledge, skills and values that students need to function effectively in our pluralistic, democratic society based on the rule of law.  LRE educators strive to develop the active citizens our society requires: those who can understand, live in, and contribute positively to the civic communities to which they belong.  LRE explores how the law affects students and how they, in turn, can affect the law (ABA, 1995).

“Law-related educators should help students develop the skills needed to acquire information about the role of the law in constitutional democracies and other societies and how it is connected to their lives; how they can communicate their ideas, beliefs, and opinions about the law and legal issues; and how they can actively and constructively participate in group or broader civic affairs” (McKinney-Browning et al., 1995: 5).

Relationship between citizen and society is essential to LRE, which should illustrate significant connections between students and larger communities, such as town, nation, and world (ABA, 1995).

Essential Components of LRE (Caliber Associates, 2002)

· Focus on essential LRE knowledge and skills 

· Judicious selection and presentation of issues and material 

· Sufficient quantity of instruction (at a minimum - a semester long) 

· Use of hands-on, interactive instructional strategies

· Opportunities for youth to interact constructively with community resource persons

· Active involvement of administrators

· Support networks for teachers/instructors

· Utilization of Community Resource Persons

LRE is STUDENT FOCUSED - The ideal LRE classroom is student focused and acts as a forum where students can freely discuss conflicting ideas (ABA, 1995)

· Use cooperative learning strategies, simulations, and role-plays (including mock trials, moot courts, model legislatures, preparation of classroom constitutions, rules, and laws

· Use group work activities, including group research projects

· Incorporate community-based learning into instruction (including service learning, lobbying, mentoring)

· Use experiential learning strategies

· Individualize instruction

Essential Concepts of LRE (ABA, 1995)

· Law, power, justice, liberty & equality

· Focus on real people in real situations 

· Content is balanced, relevant, deliberate in consideration of controversial issues.  It is designed to examine public policy issues and help students make informed decisions about possible outcomes and weigh the consequences of these outcomes.

LRE Model ideal for Lesson Plans, Activities, and Programs
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“Law-related education is not a prescribed program of study having a certain number of steps or schedule or even age group with which it must be implemented” (McBee, 1994: 1).  

Joannie Delgado, Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education, 2002
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