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“Respect for Authority” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Roles of Authority Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives:  
· Students will understand the roles and responsibilities of those in authority.
· Students will be informed of some rules and laws that help keep them safe.
· Students will look for things they have in common with school staff.

Protective Factor Developed:  Connection and commitment to school

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Who’s in charge? Scenarios see pg. 3, 1 page per group
· Response Card see slides, 1 card per group
· Facilitator Guide pgs. 4-5
· Staff Description Card, see slide (Prior to the beginning of the lesson make several copies of the slide and ask various school staff to fill it out without their name. Collect them but keep track of whose card it is. Suggested authorities: SSO, Principal, Teacher, Coach, School Specialist, Custodian, Crossing Guard, etc.

Timeframe:  50 minutes

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson: 
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Explain that each group will receive a “Who’s in charge?” Scenario (See pg. 3). Instruct groups to read their scenario and discuss their responses to the questions. Have a volunteer from each group ready to report on their group’s answers. 
3. After all groups have reported out, discuss with the class that when they are in a position of authority, they have a responsibility to keep others safe. Now let’s look at others in authority and their responsibility to keep others safe.
4. Give each group a different Response card (See slides) and have groups discuss and answer questions 1 & 2 on the cards.
5. After they finish, have them report on their answers. For each group, reveal the Information (See Facilitator Guide pgs. 4-5) for that rule/law after they have reported out.
6. After all groups have reported out have the groups return to their Response Card and answer question 3.
7. When they report their answer, ask them why this rule or law might be enforced, that is, keep them safe.
8. Post the Staff Description Cards around the room. Explain that for the next activity students will look for things they have in common with others. On each card, there is a list of things that describe someone. 
9. Ask students to visit each card (you can do this in small groups, one at a time, or row by row) and place a check mark next to each item that also describes them or is something they also like/dislike. **Facilitator should NOT reveal who the poster is describing at this time or that they are about adults. 
10. When students are finished, have students return to their seats. Inform them that each poster describes someone on their campus; list the possible people (i.e., SSO, Teacher, Principal, etc.)  Ask students to see if they can guess who the person is on each poster. Record some of their responses and go to the next poster. When students have tried to guess the person for each of the posters, reveal the authority figure.  
11. Explain that the jobs these people have are their role in society, their job does not define them as a person. Point out the similarities the people of authority have with the students. Demonstrate that they are people (just like the students) with families and loved ones, but they also have a job to keep others safe.
12. Debrief the lesson by asking the following:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk146538738]What similarities did you see in yourself and those with authority?
b. What are some reasons laws or rules are in place?
c. Why do those with authority enforce laws or rules?
d. Think of a time where you had to make a decision that made someone else unhappy, but you did it because you wanted to help them. *Students may not want to share this one, but it is good to have them reflect on it.
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“Respect for Authority” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Roles of Authority 

Who’s in charge? Scenarios


#1
You are in charge of your 4-year-old younger brother. He does not know how to swim and does not have a life preserver or floatation device. You cannot swim with him at that time. Your brother screams, cries, and is angry with you because he wants to swim without you.

Do you let him swim by himself?

Why?


#2

You are hanging out with your cousin who is 11 years old. Her dad told you that you are in charge while he is gone. You find out your cousin is planning on meeting someone that she met online. She doesn’t know this person and neither do her friends. She has only messaged them and seen pictures. She also hasn’t told her parents about this person because they asked her to keep their friendship a secret. You tell her you don’t think it is safe for her to go and she begins telling you that you’re boring and she will never speak to you again if you don’t let her go. 

Do you let your cousin secretly go meet a stranger?

Why?
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“Respect for Authority” Academy
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Roles of Authority

Facilitator Guide

Curfew:
“Why is there a Curfew?
“A curfew is set in place for the protection of local businesses and the community, but most importantly it’s for your protection. It limits juvenile victimization, the probability of public disturbance, and it discourages unlawful behavior. It’s not that being younger means that you are susceptible to crime more than anybody else, but it keeps you and your parent or guardian accountable for your actions.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://lawforkids.org/news/item/26-what-is-a-curfew#:~:text=It%20limits%20juvenile%20victimization%2C%20the,guardian%20accountable%20for%20your%20actions .] 


See Yes and No points for student curfews: https://debatewise.org/2596-child-curfews/  

Information:
· A city ordinance that requires minors to be home before a certain time each day.
· Phoenix curfew hours are 10 p.m. for children 15 and younger and midnight for 16- and 17-year-olds (See LawForKids.org Curfew Laws for other curfew ordinances around the state: https://lawforkids.org/curfew. 
· Parents or guardians could be cited and charged with a misdemeanor if they allow their children out past curfew.
· Minors can also be cited for curfew violations.
· Juveniles are not cited for ‘emergency’ errands.


Searches on Campus:

· Arizona had 38 shooting incidents at K-12 schools from January 1970 to June 2022.[footnoteRef:2] 5 guns were confiscated from students in school in the Phoenix Metro in the month of August 2023.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  https://www.chds.us/sssc/data-map/ ]  [3:  https://www.12news.com/article/news/crime/several-guns-found-at-schools-across-the-valley-in-august/75-e0fa6313-cf84-454c-83fa-8011be883dce ] 

· Principals are given authority by the State Board of Education to enforce rules and policies to keep their school safe and protect the learning environment and work environment for students and staff. 
· The officer’s role is to enforce laws to keep the school community safe. If officers are given reliable information that a student has brought something on campus that could be harmful or dangerous and is against the law, that officer may take further steps to ensure the safety of the school.
· The administrator only needs ‘reasonable suspicion’ that something dangerous has occurred to search a student’s personal belonging such as a backpack or locker.
· The administrator has the authority to search if they have a ‘reasonable suspicion’ that it will be found in your personal procession.
· Officers need more evidence that there is something illegal to be found before they can search, or they need a search warrant. 
· Fourth amendment to the U.S. Constitution secures an individual’s right against unreasonable searches of themselves and their belongings.

Reckless Driving:
· Arizona law defines excessive speeds as those that exceed 35 miles per hour in a school zone, exceed the posted speed limit by 20 mph or traveling faster that 85mph on a highway.
· “Texting is the most alarming distraction. Sending or reading a text takes your eyes off the road for 5 seconds. At 55 mph, that's like driving the length of an entire football field with your eyes closed.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving ] 

· “In a study analyzed by NHTSA, teen drivers were two-and-a-half times more likely to engage in one or more potentially risky behaviors when driving with one teenage peer, compared to when driving alone.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/teen-driving ] 

· “Speeding is a critical safety issue for teen drivers. In 2021, it was a factor in 32% of the passenger vehicle teen drivers (15-18 years old) involved in fatal crashes.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/teen-driving ] 

· Nationally, car crashes are among the leading causes of death for teens. In 2021 in Arizona, 33 teen drivers died in vehicle collisions and 3,293 others suffered injuries, according to statewide crash reports.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://azdot.gov/news/adot-observes-national-teen-driver-safety-week#:~:text=In%202021%20in%20Arizona%2C%2033,Always%20wear%20a%20seat%20belt. ] 

· Teen drivers may lose their driving privileges for violating graduated driving licenses requirements.
· Officers are given authority and responsibility to ensure safety on roads. They do not want to see the public endangered, involved in car accidents with potential fatalities.  
· Speeding violations may result in fines or higher insurance costs.
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“Respect for Authority” Academy
Middle/High
Roles of Authority
Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics and Government
7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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