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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]Safe Driving Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]What is a GDL? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the concept of a Graduated Driver’s License and its purpose.
· Students will learn the steps in the Graduated Driver’s License process.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Sense of Independence

Materials: 
· Driving Stages, 1 set per group
· Tape
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Sticky note, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Cut driving stages and place set in sandwich bag

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.





Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with sticky notes.
2. Share the statistic: Teenage drivers are eight times more likely to be involved in a collision during the first three months after getting a driver’s license, compared to the previous three months on a learner’s permit. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/teen-crash-risk-highest-during-first-three-months-after-getting-drivers-license] 

3. Ask students why do you think this might be? Possible responses: inexperience & distractions
4. Explain that a graduated driver’s license helps new drivers avoid accidents by gradually increasing driving privileges and restrictions. 
5. Pass out the driving stages and have students work together in their group to match the stages with their requirements and restrictions. 
6. Once the groups are ready, ask one group to tape the first stage on the board. After that, the group will select the next group to add a requirement for that stage. Then they will pick another group to add a restriction for that stage. Continue this process until all stages and requirements/restrictions have been taped on the board.
Facilitators Guide- Driving Stages: [footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://azdot.gov/mvd/services/driver-services/teen-drivers/permit-and-license-requirements] 

Stage 1: Instruction Permit 
Requirements: Must be at least 15 years and 6 months old. Must pass a vision test and written test. The test may be taken at home with guardian supervision.
Restrictions: Must have a licensed adult (21 or older) in the front seat of the car at all times.
Stage 2: Graduated License
Requirements: Must be at least 16 years old. Must have held the Instruction Permit for at least 6 months. Must pass a road test or complete a driver education program.
Restrictions: For the first 6 months, no driving between 12:00 AM - 5:00 AM unless accompanied by a guardian. For the first 6 months, no more than 1 passenger under 18 unless accompanied by a guardian.
Stage 3: Operator License
Requirements: Must be at least 18 years old. Not required to obtain.
7. Next, have students use the information on the board to answer a series of questions by responding with a thumbs-up or thumbs-down.
Facilitator Guide- Driving stages questions:
Question: Can you get your Instruction Permit on your 15th birthday?
Answer: 👎 (You must be at least 15 years and 6 months old.)

Question: Can you take the written test for the Instruction Permit at home with a guardian’s supervision?
[bookmark: _Hlk191297077][bookmark: _Hlk191297132]Answer: 👍 (Yes, the test can be taken at home with a guardian’s supervision.)

Question: Can you drive by yourself with an Instruction Permit?
Answer: 👎 (You must always have a licensed adult (21 and older ) in the front seat of the car. ARS § 28-3151 defines the crime of driving without a license. If you drive or operate a motor vehicle without a valid driver’s license, a violation could result in a Class 2 misdemeanor punishable by up to four months in jail time.)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.shouselaw.com/az/defense/laws/driving-without-a-license/] 


Question: Do you have to get an Instruction Permit before a Graduate Driver’s License if you are 17 years old?
Answer: 👍 (You must first get an Instruction Permit if you are younger than 18 years old.)

Question: Can you drive after midnight with your friends when you have your Graduated License?
Answer: 👎 (No, you cannot drive between 12:00 AM and 5:00 AM for the first 6 months unless you’re with a parent or guardian.)

Question: Can you have 3 friends in the car with you if you're 16 and have your Graduated License?
Answer: 👎 (You can only have one passenger under 18 unless accompanied by a parent or guardian for the first 6 months. You can have more than one sibling under the age of 18 in the car with you.)

Question: If you’ve had your Instruction Permit for 4 months, can you take the road test for your Graduated License?
Answer: 👎 (You must have held your Instruction Permit for at least 6 months.)

Question: Can you drive after midnight with your friends if you’re 18 and have your Operator License?
Answer: 👍 (Yes, there are no restrictions once you have your full license.)

Question: Can you get your Operator License at 17 if you’ve held your Graduated License for 6 months?
Answer: 👎 (You must be at least 18 to get an Operator License.)

Question: Can you get Graduated Driver’s License with 30 hours of supervised driving practice prior to testing?
Answer: 👍 (30 hours with 10 of those hours being at night. If in a certified driver education school, the minimum is 20 hours with 6 of those hours at night.)
8. Explain to students the penalties for drivers under the age of 18 who have a graduated driver license and are convicted of a traffic violation:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://azdot.gov/mvd/services/driver-services/teen-drivers/penalties ] 

· 1st conviction: The driver must attend Traffic Survival School. The violation goes on the driver's record.
· 2nd conviction: Three-month suspension of driving privileges. The violation goes on the driver's record.
· 3rd conviction: Six-month suspension of driving privileges. The violation goes on the driver's record.
9. Debrief the lesson by having students write on a sticky note the driving stage they are currently at and the requirements/restrictions for that stage.
10. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c) Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting. 

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Reading
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
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