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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]Safe Driving Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Driving Responsibilities Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the importance passengers play by keeping the driver focused.
· Students will learn the responsibilities of being a driver and how to stay safe on the road.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Sense of Independence

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Driver and passenger responsibilities, 1 set per group
· Give one get one facts, 1 set per whole group
· Tape
Prior to the lesson:
· Cut driver and passenger responsibilities set and place in a sandwich bag for each group
· Cut give one get one facts 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.



Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Start by asking students to discuss in their groups what it means to be a responsible driver. 
3. Have a few groups share out.
4. The facilitator will share that the driver is responsible for the safety of everyone in the vehicle and for following all traffic laws.
5. Now ask groups to discuss what it means to be a responsible passenger.
6. Have different groups share out.
7. The facilitator will share that a passenger has the responsibility to help keep the driver focused and assist with tasks that could be distracting.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://teenspeak.org/2009/11/12/passenger-responsibility/] 

8. The facilitator will make a T-chart on the board and write driver on one side and passenger on the other. Have students do the same on their large poster paper.
9. Next, hand each group the driver and passenger responsibilities. Instruct the groups to read each responsibility and decide whether that falls under the driver or passenger responsibility.
10. Once all groups have placed the responsibilities on the T-chart, call on a group to come up, report out, and tape a responsibility on to the board’s T-chart.
11. Continue to rotate to each group, until all responsibilities have been placed on the board. Use the facilitator guide to provide the students with the correct answers and elaborate when needed.
Facilitators Guide:
Responsibilities for the Passenger:
· Help navigate if requested 
· Calmly point out potential hazards 
· Respond to calls and texts for the driver
· Let the driver know you are uncomfortable with speeding or them being distracted
· Let the driver know you appreciate their good driving skills
· Respond with calm, clear instructions or warnings, with enough time for them to react
· Wait until the vehicle is in park to engage in heated discussions or serious conversations
· Be aware of your movements to not block the view or distract their attention from the road
· Adjust radios and temperature controls 
· Speak in an appropriate tone 
· Do not distract the driver (Facilitator note: when reviewing this one, discuss what could be considered a distraction. Examples: loud music, asking them to look at your phone, getting in the driver’s space, etc.

Responsibilities for the Driver:
· Use hands-free devices to see navigation
· Arrange for others to handle all calls, texts and navigation or save them for later
· Prepare for the ride by checking vehicle controls 
· Wait until the vehicle is in park to use cell phone
· Plan your route ahead
· Set your phone on “Do not disturb” while driving
· Pull over to a safe area if you need to rest
· Talk to yourself about staying alert and paying attention
· Before the ride, set the rules for passengers
· Inform others if they are distracting you  
· Ensure all passengers are wearing seatbelts 
12. Explain that there are ways to stay safe on the road. In the next activity we will focus on learning key facts and laws about seatbelts and speed limits.
13. Next, give each student a give one get one fact. You will need to pair students up if there are more than 18 students in the class.
14. Instruct students to stand and share their card with another student. 
15. Once both students have shared their facts, they will swap facts.
16. The process repeats as students find a new partner and begin again with their new fact.
17. The facilitator will time this activity for 3 minutes. When the time is up, have students return to their seats.
18. Ask the students with a blue star on their fact to stand up. Explain that they are holding the Arizona law regarding seatbelts. Have each student standing share the information. Below is the law they will share.
Facilitator Guide:
The law in Arizona states that most people in a vehicle must wear a seat belt. The key points of A.R.S. 28-909(A) include:
· Front seat occupants in a vehicle must be wearing seatbelts, not just the driver.
· Children under the age of 16 are required to wear seatbelts in any seating position.
· Children under 5 years old must be secured in an appropriate child safety seat (car seat or booster seat).
· The fine for a seatbelt violation in Arizona is $10 per violation, but the real cost is often the risk of injury or death.
19. Then ask the students with an orange star on their fact to stand up. Explain that they are holding the Arizona law regarding speeding. Have each student standing share the information. Below is the law they will share.
Facilitator Guide:
Criminal speeding is a class 3 misdemeanor charge, which you can face up to: 30 days in jail, $500 in fines, one year of probation.
Going 10mph over the speed limit is a civil traffic ticket that will run around $250 in fines.
Pursuant to Arizona Statute 28-701, you can be pulled over and ticketed for criminal speeding if you are:
· Going 21 mph or more over the speed limit
· Exceeding 85 mph anywhere in the state 
· Driving over 35 mph in a school zone while school is in session
· Driving over 45 mph where no speed is posted
20. The facilitator will summarize the responsibilities of both drivers and passengers:
· Always wear a seatbelt.
· Follow speed limits and traffic laws.
· Avoid distractions at all costs—both as a driver and a passenger.
· Communicate effectively to ensure a safe and focused driving environment.
21. Debrief the lesson by having each student write a responsibility they will commit to either as the driver or passenger on the T-chart at the beginning on the lesson. Have the students sign their name below their commitment. Collect all T-charts and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

[bookmark: _Hlk88571319]Health
6-12 S1C6 PO2 Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors. 
6-12 S1C4 PO1 Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems. 
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