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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268][bookmark: _Hlk190090975]Safe Driving Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]Traffic Stop Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand how to react during a traffic stop.
· Students will learn the importance of cooperation with law enforcement during a traffic stop.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Sense of Independence

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Larger poster paper and markers
· [bookmark: _Hlk191042585]Risks & Safety, 1 card per group
· Different colored writing utensils, 1 per group
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy
· Traffic Stop Steps, 1 set for whole group, if there are more than 6 groups print 2 of the same steps
· [bookmark: _Hlk188606741]Index Card, 1 per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.




Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with index cards, large poster paper and markers.
2. Explain to students that they will hear a statement regarding procedures and behaviors during a traffic stop and they need to determine if it is true or false. If they think it is true they will stand up and if they think it is false, they will stay seated.

Statement: You should pull over as soon as you see flashing lights behind you. 
Explanation: True- As soon as you see the flashing lights, use your turn signal and pull over to the right side of the road. If you're on a busy street, find a safe area to stop, such as a parking lot or shoulder.

Statement: It’s okay to get out of the car once you pull over. 
Explanation: False- After stopping, put your vehicle in park, and remain inside your vehicle. If the officer asks you to stay in the vehicle, you must comply. Getting out of the car without permission could be perceived as a threat and escalate the situation.

Statement: You should always reach for your driver’s license and other documents before the officer asks for them.
Explanation: False- Don’t reach for anything until the officer asks. Sudden movements may cause concern. Wait for the officer to direct you to provide the necessary documents.

Statement: If you are pulled over, you should always make sure to keep your hands visible on the steering wheel.
Explanation: True- Keeping your hands visible reassures the officer that you are not reaching for anything dangerous. It’s a simple action that helps keep everyone safe.

Statement: It’s okay not to provide ID when the officer asks for it.
Explanation: False- Failing to provide an ID in Arizona is a criminal offense. If law enforcement has reasonable suspicion and you refuse to show an ID, you could be detained. Both failure to provide a license and failure to provide identification are considered class 2 misdemeanors, with up to $750 in fines. A maximum of 4 months in jail and probation can also be consequences depending on the circumstances.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://alsayyedlaw.com/does-a-passenger-have-to-show-an-id-in-arizona/] 

Statement: You are required to show your driver’s license, vehicle registration and proof of insurance when asked by the officer. 
Explanation: True- You need to provide these documents to verify you are legally driving and that your vehicle is in proper condition. Failure to provide these documents could lead to fines, potential jail time, and a class 2 misdemeanor charge.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/01595.htm] 


3. Share with students: In the United States forty-seven officers were shot and killed during 2023, 5 were killed making or attempting to make traffic stops.[footnoteRef:3] Explain for the next activity they will evaluate the safety risks involved in a traffic stop. [3:  https://nleomf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2023-EOY-Fatality-Report-FINAL.pdf] 

4. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
5. Next, distribute a risks & safety card and different colored writing utensil to each group and explain the group will collaborate to write answers on the card in front of them. Once the minute is up, they will pass the card clockwise to the next group. This process will continue until each group has contributed answers to every card. Please note that they can’t repeat examples that groups have already written.
Facilitator note: if concerned about tracking student ideas, assign each group a different marker color.
6. Once the activity is complete, ask students to report out answers from the card they are left with. The facilitator can use the facilitator guide to share additional examples. 
7. Then, have students switch group roles and use the large poster paper to design a poster focused on one key step of a traffic stop. Emphasize that their poster should be clear, informative, and visually engaging, outlining what should be done during that specific step.
8. Assign each group a traffic stop step. Let them know that when they present their poster, other groups will try to guess which step it represents. Instruct them not to include the name of the step on their poster.
9. The facilitator will write the six traffic stop steps on the board to provide students with a reference as they make their guesses during the poster presentations.
10. When the groups are ready, have them present their posters to the class. Allow other students to guess which step of the traffic stop the poster is representing. After a few guesses, the presenting group will explain the step and the details of their poster.
11. Continue until all steps have been shared.
12. Debrief the lesson by asking students to write on an index card their name and one thing they learned about what to do during a traffic stop. Review the cards later to ensure students understood the content. 









[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Safe Driving Academy
(Middle/High School)
Traffic Stop Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics 
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.

Speaking and Listening
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Art
S1C4PO 201 Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork. 
S1C4PO 302 Create artwork that communicates substantive meanings or achieves intended purposes. 
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