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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Successful Citizenship in my School Community” Academy
(Middle/High School)
School Rules and Guidelines Lesson Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk47170729]Meets ADE Guidelines for Physical Distancing Classroom Instruction
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47111741]Understand that rules and guidelines may change to adapt to circumstances
· Learn reasons for changing rules and guidelines at school
· Explain their role as a citizen with changing school rules and guidelines

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills
SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Class board

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170797]Having both the officer and teacher rotate to different groups.  Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students.  This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk47170813]Begin the activity by assigning 4 or 5 students who sit in the same vicinity of the room a team number (they do not need to put their desks together).  Each team can also choose a team name.  
2. Explain the difference between rules and guidelines.  A rule should be followed to avoid enforced consequences; a guideline is suggested for safety to avoid natural consequences.   
3. [bookmark: _Hlk48128054]Instruct the teams to discuss home rules such as curfew- Be home by 10pm, and home guidelines such as curfew- Be home at a reasonable time.  Then, groups should decide on one rule and one guideline that most members of the group have in common or agree upon.  
4. Then, the group should discuss what possibilities could occur that would cause rules or guidelines to change.  For example, curfew rules changes with age, job opportunity, violation of the rule or safety concern from a new event.
5. Rotate to each group and ask a volunteer to report out.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. Draw a t-chart on the board with the left side labeled “Rules” and the right side labeled “Reasons”.  Instruct the teams to brainstorm school rules or guidelines for this school year.  
7. Call on volunteers to report out and record responses under the left column.  Ask for a show of hands if the students think the rules listed have changed since last year.  Mark tallies or check marks next to the changed rules listed.    
8. Assign each team a rule that changed and instruct them to think of reasons why that rule may have changed.  Rotate to each team and ask a volunteer to report out.  Record responses on the board.
9. Ask the class if there are any new rules or guidelines this year, record responses on the board.  
10. Instruct the teams to discuss reasons for the new rules or guidelines and be ready to report out.
11. [bookmark: _Hlk47105370]Write the following titles on the board and take a class vote with a show of hands on who they think is responsible for creating school rules and guidelines.  Inform students that they can vote more than one.  Record tally marks next to each title.  
Teachers? - Principals? - Students? - Parents? - Community?
12. Next, ask the teams to discuss what rules and guidelines they think should be added to the school handbook to keep students safe during this school year.  
13. Rotate to each team, asking for volunteers to report out.
14. Now ask the students to brainstorm with you, positive ways they can address things they would like to change.  Record their responses on the board.   
Possible Responses:  
· Talk to other students and ask how they feel about the changes and maybe start a petition that can be presented to teachers, administrator and/or school board.
· Ask for an adult to explain why we have this new rule. 
· Speak at a school board meeting and express my opinion and how the new rule affects the student body.
· Talk to parents and they may talk with other parents who see a need for change and can present their side to the school.    

Lesson Closure:  
1. Instruct each student to reflect how changing rules affect them, personally.  Then, write a statement about their feelings when experiencing changing rules and one thing they could remember as a possible reason why those changes are taking place.   
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“Successful Citizenship in my School Community” Academy
(Middle/High School)
School Rules and Guidelines 
Correlations
Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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