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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk47450587]“Successful Citizenship in my School Community” Academy
 (Middle/High School)
Student’s 1st Amendment Right Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives: Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47335832]Understand that students’ freedom of speech has limits
· Learn that governance is given to school authorities to set policies and rules that keep students safe and protect the learning environment and to administer consequences for infractions.
· Explore peaceful means to express school sanctioned 1st amendment rights

Protective Factor Developed: Decision-Making Skills
SEL Competency: Self-Management

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· [bookmark: _Hlk46229413]Copies of the excerpt from the Freedom Forum Institute: What Rights to Freedom of Expression Do Students Have?
https://www.freedomforuminstitute.org/about/faq/what-rights-to-freedom-of-expression-do-students-have/#:~:text=Public%20school%20students%20possess%20a,rights%20under%20the%20First%20Amendment.&text=The%20U.S.%20Supreme%20Court%20has,expression%20at%20the%20schoolhouse%20gate.%E2%80%9D 
· Student Handbook-1 per group
· Situation Chart-1 copy per group

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate to different groups.  Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students.  This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Remind students that the 1st Amendment provides for freedom of speech, press, peaceful assembly and to petition the government.  State and Federal courts along with law enforcement officers help protect those rights under the laws.  
3. Ask students to raise their hands if they think students have these same protections of 1st Amendment rights at school.  Call on a few students that didn’t raise their hand and ask for their reasons.
4. Provide each group a copy of the excerpt from the Freedom Forum Institute.   
5. [bookmark: _Hlk48143977]Inform students that they do have freedoms to voice their discontent in peaceful means and they have the freedom to speak up when they witness injustices, such as in bullying situations, with assertive communications.  Bullying situations should always be reported to a school staff member.  To protect the learning environment from disruptions, the school staff has authority to exercise control in the form of rules and consequences when students’ expressions interferes with the education or safety of the students, staff and school community.  (13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions)

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
6. [bookmark: _Hlk48144068]Remind students that school authorities are given governance over students during the school day, and to set policies and rules to keep students safe and protect the learning environment and to administer consequences for infractions.  This authority may limit student’s 1st Amendment rights at school that otherwise might be protected outside of school.  For example, joining a peaceful public protest is protected; however, walking out of school without permission to join a protest may carry school consequences for truancy, or leaving without permission.  

According to Arizona law (ARS §15-341), the Governing Board also has the authority to discipline students for disorderly conduct on their way to and from school. The Governing Board gives this responsibility to the local school administration. The Governing Board also gives the school administration authority to discipline students for disorderly conduct and other offenses at school-sponsored activities. 
7. Provide each group with a copy of the Situation Chart.  Instruct the groups to review the situations and then collaborate and decide if the actions should be protected or should not be protected by marking an X in the appropriate column.  If a group cannot come to a consensus, the group may mark in the column, “Undecided”.   
8. In the Consequences column, students may add any positive or negative consequences they think may result from the situation. (Students may refer to their student handbook for any stated infractions)
9. Call on each group to report out on the chart.  Keep track of the group’s consensus on each of the situations by marking tallies on the board of protected, not protected and undecided.  
10.  Ask students to think about rules, guidelines or current events that students may be unhappy about and call out their responses while you record them on the board.  
Possible Responses: (students answers will vary- school guidelines, politics, changes in routines or traditions, etc.)
11. Next, instruct the students to discuss in their groups, respectful and peaceful means of expressing their discontent at school.  
12. Rotate to each group and ask a volunteer to report out one idea.  Instruct other groups to check off any similar items from their list.  Continue to rotate to each group until all ideas have been reported.  
Possible Responses:  
· Ask a teacher to sponsor and help organize a school sanctioned demonstration or protest during lunch
· Prepare a persuasive speech for change to be presented to school administrators or school board
· Prepare a comment in response to an unfavorable change and ask permission to air during school announcements
· Submit an opinion in writing to the school newspaper or newsletter
· Post your comments on the school’s social media blog
· Ask a teacher to sponsor a school debate or discussion group during lunch time or part of the class curriculum
· [bookmark: _Hlk48144219]Use assertive communications to stop unacceptable hate speech or harassing, insulting or inappropriate comments made by peers 
· Inform school authorities that a specific school appropriate clothing or additional piece to their clothing will be worn on a certain day in protest of a new school rule or guideline

Lesson Closure:  
1. Inform the students that you will ask them to stand up and raise their hand to answer one of three questions.  If they answer a question correctly when called on, they may sit down.  (Student s may repeat the answer another student gave.)
A. What are some 1st Amendment rights students have on school campus?  
B. What are some limits to a student’s 1st Amendment rights?
C. What are some peaceful ways to demonstrate discontent at school?

Optional Extension:
1. Assign each group one peaceful means of expressing discontent from the student suggestions or ideas bulleted in step 7.  Instruct the groups to collaborate and create either a dialogue requesting permission or a written statement expressing an opinion.  Ideas from the list of reasons students may be discontented can be utilized for the subject of their dialogue or opinions.  
2. Rotate to each group and observe their work, providing any feedback necessary. 
3. Ask for group volunteers to present their dialogues or written work for the class.  Have the class rank the effective communication demonstrated in the performance on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being the most effective at not disrupting the school’s learning environment.  
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“Successful Citizenship in my School Community” Academy
 (Middle/High School)
Student’s 1st Amendment Right Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

	No.
	Situation
	Protected
	Not Protected
	Un-decided
	Consequences

	[bookmark: _Hlk48144486]1
	Public school students refuse to wear their school uniforms to school in protest of school uniforms.
	
	
	
	

	2
	A public school student’s speech is given during a school assembly on the superiority of his or her gender.
	
	
	
	

	3
	A public school student criticizes a school staff member on a public school’s social media forum.
	
	
	
	

	4
	A public school student yells racist comments at another student while passing between classes.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Public school students write a column in the school newspaper criticizing new school guidelines.  
	
	
	
	

	6
	*A public school student using profanity and insults while arguing with a teacher.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Public school students wear political 
t-shirts in support of their favorite candidate. 
	
	
	
	

	8
	Public school students stage a walk-out in protest on court rulings.

	
	
	
	



*15-507. Abuse of teacher or school employee in school; classification. A person who knowingly abuses a teacher or other school employee on school grounds or while the teacher or employee is engaged in the performance of his duties is guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor.
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“Successful Citizenship in my School Community” Academy
 (Middle/High School)
Student’s 1st Amendment Right Lesson Plan
Correlations

Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning. 

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.
R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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