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What is a School Threat Lesson 
(Grades 3-5)
Facilitators’ Guide

Facilitator Note: These laws are for the facilitator’s knowledge. For this age group, summarize the law into wording fit for the grade you are teaching the lesson to. Do not include the ARS code for this grade level so they can instead focus on the law being taught. 

If the scenario is not listed here, it is not considered a school threat. 

Scenarios- During class, Liam pulled the fire alarm as a joke. The whole school went outside.

Law- 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution
A. A person commits interference with or disruption of an educational institution by doing any of the following:
1. Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly interfering with or disrupting the normal operations of an educational institution by either:
(a) Threatening to cause physical injury to any employee or student of an educational institution or any person on the property of an educational institution.
(b) Threatening to cause damage to any educational institution, the property of any educational institution or the property of any employee or student of an educational institution.
2. Intentionally or knowingly entering or remaining on the property of any educational institution for the purpose of interfering with the lawful use of the property or in any manner as to deny or interfere with the lawful use of the property by others.


Scenario- Mason told the principal that a man with a weapon was outside the school. Police came right away but Mason admitted he made up the story

Law- 13-2907. False reporting
A. A person commits false reporting by initiating or circulating a report of a bombing, fire or other emergency knowing that such report is false and intending:
1. That it will cause action of any sort by an official or volunteer agency organized to deal with emergencies; or
2. That it will place a person in fear of imminent serious physical injury; or
3. That it will prevent or interrupt the occupation of any building, room, place of assembly, public place or means of transportation.

Scenario - Jordan told a classmate, “You better watch out tomorrow.” It made the student afraid to come to school.

Law- 13-2916. Use of an electronic communication to terrify, intimidate, threaten or harass; unlawful use of electronic communication device; applicability; classification; definitions
A. It is unlawful for a person to knowingly terrify, intimidate, threaten or harass a specific person or persons by doing any of the following:
1. Directing any obscene, lewd or profane language or suggesting any lewd or lascivious act to the person in an electronic communication.
2. Threatening to inflict physical harm on any person or to property in any electronic communication.
3. Otherwise disturbing by repeated anonymous, unwanted or unsolicited electronic communications the peace, quiet or right of privacy of the person at the place where the communications were received.


Scenario- Ruby logged into her classmates account and sent fake threatening messages. The classmate got in trouble until teachers figured out what happened.

Law- 13-2316. Computer tampering
A. A person who acts without authority or who exceeds authorization of use commits computer tampering by:
5. Recklessly using a computer, computer system or network to engage in a scheme or course of conduct that is directed at another person and that seriously alarms, torments, threatens or terrorizes the person.  For the purposes of this paragraph, the conduct must both:
(a) Cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional distress.
(b) Serve no legitimate purpose.



Scenario- During class, Marcus slammed his desk and yelled, “I’m going to hurt everyone!” All the students left the class.

Law- 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating
2. To cause, or in reckless disregard to causing, serious public inconvenience including, but not limited to, evacuation of a building, place of assembly or transportation facility


Scenarios- Zoe told her friends there was a bomb hidden in the cafeteria. Everyone got scared, and police were called. 

Law- 13-2308.02. Making a terrorist threat
A. It is unlawful for a person to threaten to commit an act of terrorism and communicate the threat to any other person.
B. It is unlawful for a person to knowingly make a false report of an act of terrorism and communicate the false report to any other person.
C. It is not a defense to a prosecution under this section that the person did not have the intent or capability of committing the act of terrorism.
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