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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk209699136][bookmark: _Hlk152760287]School Threats: Safety Starts with You Academy
[bookmark: _Hlk209699152](Grades 3-5)
What is a School Threat? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand the meaning of a school threat
· Students will identify what a school threat is and is not

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk216789350]Buzzer, 1 per group
· Is it a Threat Scenarios, 1 copy for facilitator
· Facilitators Guide, 1 per facilitator
· Sticky Note, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Review the school’s policy to see which of the scenarios violated a school rule
[bookmark: _Hlk183183207]
Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students.
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.




Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups with 3-4 students in each group. 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk216789382]Explain that everyone has the right to learn in a safe and calm school. Sometimes, people make choices that disrupt that safety or even break the law. Today, we’ll learn about laws that protect schools and students from threats.
3. Explain that a threat is intent to cause evil, injury, or damage.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/threat] 

4. Distribute a buzzer to each group.
5. Explain that each group will determine if the scenario is a school threat or not a school threat. 
6. Read an “Is It a Threat” Scenario to the class and the first group to press their buzzer with the correct answer earns a point. 
7. Then groups will discuss and share why the scenario is a school threat or is not a school threat.
8. Elaborate on the correct answers to each scenario to ensure understanding. If it’s a school threat, use the facilitators’ guide to explain what law is broken. 
9. Continue until all scenarios have been presented.
10. Next, explain that you will read scenarios. For each one, students will discuss in their small groups to decide whether it represents a crime, school discipline, or neither. Tell the students to hold up 1 finger if it is a crime and 2 fingers if it is school discipline, and 3 fingers if its neither. If it is a crime, ask them which crime they think it is before revealing the answer.
Scenarios: Facilitator Note – There is a high level of overlap in these laws. Scenarios may have more than one law that fits. The ARS code is for the facilitator’s knowledge. For the students, focusing on the type of crime instead of the code is best at this age.
a. To be funny, Johnny pulled the fire alarm twice causing the school to evacuate. He got caught after the second time. (School discipline and Crime: 13-2911 Interference with an educational facility.)
b. During lunch, Bella bragged to her friends that she could run a mile in four minutes, even though it wasn’t true. (Neither)
c. Kyle told his classmates there was a bomb in the school, even though he knew it wasn’t true. (School discipline and Crime: 13-2308 Terroristic threats)
d. Jasmine brought her phone to school and used it to record classmates without permission. The school has strict rules about phone use. (School Discipline)
e. Kelly sent an email saying he was going to smash the windows at school if they didn’t change his grades. (Crime: 13-2916 Use of an electronic communication to terrify, intimidate, threaten or harass)
f. Connor was late to school. He told the school that he was robbed by a stranger with a weapon right outside of school. The school resource officer spent a lot of time investigating before Connor admitted it was a lie. (Crime: ARS. 13-2907 False reporting.)
g. Mary used a school tablet to send threats that made another student feel unsafe. (Crime: ARS. 13-2316 Computer Tampering)
h. Harper yelled that she was going to hurt people at recess with her lunch box, and her words made others scared enough to run away. (School discipline and Crime: ARS. 13-1202 Threatening and Intimidating.)
i. During recess, Paul pushed another student even after the teacher told him to stop bothering him. (School Discipline)
j. Alex brought his new air soft gun to school to show his friends. It looks just like a real gun. (School discipline and Crime: ARS. 13-3102 Misconduct Involving Weapons.)
11. Remind students that school discipline and legal consequences often overlap and one action can lead to both.
12. Debrief the lesson by having the participants write on sticky notes one law they learned about and why they think it’s important.
13. Collect sticky notes as participants exit and review to ensure they understand the content.
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School Threats: Safety Starts with You Academy
(Grades 3-5)
What is a School Threat? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

[bookmark: _Hlk209700570]Reading
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (4.Rl.1)

   Writing
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (4.W.9)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion
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