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[bookmark: _Hlk152755796]School Threats: Safety Starts with You Academy
(Grades 3-5)
False Reporting Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will be able to define what false reporting is
· Students will be able to identify the legal, social and school consequences of making a false report

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk216790332]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· The Boy Who Cried Wolf Book or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1axKaW61_78 
· Dry Erase Circle Dots, 3 for whole group 
· Sticky Notes, 1 per student
Prior to the lesson:
· Write “Legal” “School” and “Social” on dry erase circle dots and place labeled dots on opposite sides of the room
· If using the video, consult the classroom teacher to ensure the video can be viewed using their classroom technology
· If using the video, consult the administrator to ensure the video follows all school policies 

Timeframe: 30 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson: 
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Greet students and introduce the topic: Today we’re going to talk about what happens when someone makes a false report.
3. Ask students: What if someone told you something scary or serious, like there was an emergency, but it wasn’t true? How would that make you feel? Have them discuss in their small groups for 2-3 minutes and then take a few responses from volunteers. They can share their own response or one they heard.
4. Explain: “Now let’s listen to a story that shows what can happen when people don’t tell the truth.”
5. Read The Boy Who Cried Wolf aloud to the class. 
6. After reading, assign each group one of the discussion questions below (it is okay if multiple groups have the same question):
· What happened when the boy kept lying?
· How did lying affect the community’s day?
· How did his community respond when he finally told the truth?
· How did lying impact the boy and his sheep when the wolves came?
Facilitator Note: Emphasize that the boy lost people’s trust and in real life, making false reports doesn’t just cause mistrust, it can be a crime.
7. Explain to students that false reporting is against the law. Use simplified words to explain this law - 13-2907.01. False Reporting to Law Enforcement Agencies -It is unlawful for a person to knowingly make a law enforcement agency a false, fraudulent, or unfounded report or to misrepresent a fact for the purpose of interfering with their work or misleading a peace officer. Violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor.
8. Explain that false reporting can lead to legal, school, and social consequences. 
9. Point out the legal, school and social signs in the room. 
10. Read a false reporting consequence aloud (listed below).  
11. Students will move to the corner that represents the consequence type they think fits best.
12. Ask: Why did you choose that consequence? Could this situation have more than one type of consequence?
13. Continue this process until all have been read and discussed.
Facilitator Note: False Reporting Consequence Examples-
a. Judy’s friends stopped talking to her (Social)
b. Frank was ordered to do community service (Legal)
c. Jenny lost her recess privileges for 2 weeks (School & Social)
d. Some students thought they might not see their families again (Social)
e. Laura’s parents had to pay a fine (Legal)
f. Parents were worried and scared by what happened (Social)
g. Ben was not allowed to go on the class field trip (School & Social)
14. Explain to the students that these are just some consequence examples. False reports can have many consequences depending on how serious the situation is and who is affected.
15. Debrief the lesson by having students answer the following question on a sticky note: What is a possible consequence of making a false report?
16. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review the fact to ensure they understand the content. 
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Arizona State Standards Correlations


[bookmark: _Hlk209700621]Reading
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (4.Rl.1)

   Writing
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes, categorize information, and provide a list of sources (4.W.8)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion


Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                           January 2026	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




