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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

School Threats: Safety Starts with You Academy
(Grades 3-5)
                            What Would You Do? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk209699247]Students will understand the importance of community safety and the role each student plays
· Students will recognize dangerous and unsafe situations and how to respond appropriately

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk216861149]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· What would you do? worksheet, 1 copy per group
· Sticky note, 1 per student

Timeframe: 30 Minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Lesson: 
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk216861166]Ask students: What are some things a person could do if they notice something that seems unsafe or dangerous? Take a few responses.
Facilitator Note: Possible Responses- tell a trusted adult (teacher, school staff, parent) or call 911
3. Explain that different situations call for different responses and sometimes more than one option may be correct.
4. Distribute a What Would You Do? worksheet to each group.
5. Explain that groups will read a series of scenarios and decide what the best response would be. For 3rd grade, provide 1 or 2 scenarios per small group. You can cut them out prior to the lesson so that they can be distributed individually.
6. Give groups time to complete the worksheet together. 
7. Then ask groups to share their answers for each scenario. As the facilitator, elaborate after each small group response to ensure the students know why it is important they report and to who. Ask additional questions if needed to help the students understand the safety concerns. 
Facilitator Guide:
Scenario 1: What if you are in class and hear a loud, frightening noise while people whisper that someone might be in the building? (Teacher/SRO), (911)
Scenario 2: What if you are at home and a classmate messages you that there will be a fight or “someone with a weapon” at school today? (Parent), (911)
Scenario 3: What if you are at recess and notice an unfamiliar adult who is watching students? (Teacher/SRO)
Scenario 4: What if someone in class says, “I’m going to bring a gun to school,” and laughs afterward? (Teacher/SRO)
Scenario 5: What if you smell a gas-like odor in the hallway? (Teacher)
Scenario 6: What if your friend tells you they brought a dangerous item to school? (Teacher/SRO) 
Scenario 7: What if you see a social media post claiming school is closed because of a threat, and many students are sharing it? (Parent), (911)
Scenario 8: What if a student who used to be your friend seems very upset? (Parent) 
Scenario 9: What if you see a school exterior door propped open when it should be locked? (Teacher/SRO)
Scenario 10: What if you hear loud screaming coming from a nearby classroom? (Teacher/SRO) 
Scenario 11: What if you find a sharp object on the playground? (Teacher/SRO) 
Scenario 12: What if your friend tells you they are going to call in a fake weapon report? (Teacher/SRO) 
8. Instruct the groups to create an awareness poster on large poster paper that encourages safe reporting and responsible actions.  
9. Each poster should include:
a) Title or Slogan
b) Key Message: Explain why and how to act safely and responsibly
c) Example or Scenario: A situation showing responsible behavior
d) Visual elements 
10. All group members will participate and contribute to the illustration. They will have 8 minutes to complete the illustration. One group member will start drawing/writing and once a minute is up, they will pass the marker to the next group member. This will continue every minute until the 8 minutes is up and all group members have contributed. 
NOTE: all members will contribute to the content of the poster at all times. The writer/illustrator changes but every member of the group should help the writer with ideas.
11. After time is up, each group will present their poster to the class.
12. Debrief the lesson by having students answer the following question on a sticky note: Who is a trusted adult you feel comfortable reporting to?
13. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review the fact to ensure they understand the content.
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School Threats: Safety Starts with You Academy
(Grades 3-5)
                            What Would You Do? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Reading
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. (4.Rl.1)

   Writing
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, using reasons to support one's point of view. a. Introduce the topic or text, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. (3.W.1)

Speaking and Listening
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
d. Explain their own ideas and understanding based on the discussion. (3.SL.1)
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