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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Online Hate Speech Lesson Plan 

Objectives:  
· Students will learn what types of speech are protected under the 1st Amendment
· Students will understand that hate speech has consequences
· Students will explore safe and effective ways to respond to online hate speech
	
Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Copies of the 1st Amendment for each student or group
· Signs: “Leave a comment”, “Flag it!”, and “Report it”
· Facilitator Guide

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: 1st Amendment
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the students to discuss in their group where they think the 1st Amendment can be found in written form and what it says. 
3. Ask for the students to call out where the 1st Amendment can be found.  (Constitution Bill of Rights) Next, ask the class what freedoms the 1st Amendment protects? Record the accurate answers on the board.  (freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition)  
4. Next, hand each student or group a copy of the 1st Amendment and instruct the groups to choose a volunteer to read it aloud to their group. 
Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

5. Explain to the students that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the government. The 1st Amendment states that the government can’t make any laws preventing citizens from practicing their religion, saying or publishing ideas, meeting or demonstrating peacefully, or stop citizens from asking the government to change something.  
6. Now ask the students to discuss in their group the following question:  “Since the Bill of Rights limits government powers, what can limit your freedom to say or publish anything you want?” Give groups a few minutes to discuss before reporting out.
7. Ask each group to report out and record their responses on the board. 
Possible answers:  respecting the rights of others,  following rules, obeying internet/site laws, abiding by court rulings, obeying authorities in charge, 

Activity 2:  Hate Speech
1. Elaborate on the concept that because of Supreme Court rulings, certain types of speech have been ruled unprotected by the 1st Amendment.  
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of the types of speech they think the 1st Amendment does not protect and be ready to report out their list and explain why.
3. Rotate around to each group and ask a volunteer to report on one idea and explain why before moving to the next group.  
4. After all groups have shared, provide the correct information with the class (see facilitator guide) and discuss any similarities or differences from what the students thought.  
5. Next, share the definition of “Hate Speech” and ask the students to vote with thumbs-up if they think “Hate Speech” is protected under the 1st Amendment and thumbs-down if they think it is not protected.
Hate Speech:
Speech that attacks, threatens, or insults a person or group on the basis of national origin, ethnicity, color, religion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or disability.

6. Explain to the class that hate speech can be protected under the 1st Amendment unless the content contains one of the unprotected speech categories or contains threats, intimidation or harassment.  
This is usually decided from a Supreme Court ruling, and these unprotected violations can carry fines and jail sentences.  
7. Instruct the groups to discuss with each other, one non-legal, negative consequence that hate speech could have on the person communicating the hate.  
Possible Answers: social isolation, banned from sites, speech could lead you or others to legal consequences and/or violations of laws, ‘unfriended’, others could be upset with you, ‘hate’ could be directed back at you, receive threats, bullying, etc.

Activity 3: Stand Up
1. Instruct the students to call out examples of online environments that could experience hate speech.  Record the student responses on the board. (social networks, photo sharing sites, music/video sites, gaming platforms, virtual worlds, research sources, forums/bullet boards, blogs, etc.) 
2. Next, post the following three signs in separate areas of the room:  “Leave a comment”, “Flag it!”, and “Report it”. Elaborate on the three signs and explain that many sites allow for flagging offensive content, leaving comments or adding positive or warning comments when you see offensive content, and directions for reporting it; reporting can also be done with parents, teachers, and police.  
3. Explain to the class that you will read a “Hate” scenario and they are to choose a response they think is the safest and most effective way to respond and stand by that sign.  They should also be ready to explain their choice. There are no wrong answers and there could be more than one response.
a. You are on a popular site and read in an article that a particular ethnic group named is described in hateful terms and blamed for overpopulation. 
b. Your friend didn’t realized he shared a link from a site you identified as being a “hate group”. 
c. While playing a game online you encounter insulting remarks and threats aimed at another player’s gender.
d. While following messages posted about a picture on Instagram, you notice several hateful remarks made about the sexual orientation of the person in the picture.  
e. While participating on a public forum, you see the same messenger send another intimidating message to the original blogger in reference to his country of origin.  
4. Instruct the students to return to their group seating and have each group draft a respectful way discourage hateful messages online.   
Debrief: Ask the groups to discuss and give one safe way they will respond to hate speech in a civil manner. 

Sources:  
http://mediasmarts.ca/sites/mediasmarts/files/lesson-plans/lesson_hate2.pdf 
https://www.acluaz.org/sites/default/files/documents/protester_eng3b_0.pdf 
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Online Hate Speech 
1st Amendment
1 copy per group or student

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 


Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 


Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 


Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 

Leave a comment.


Report it!
Flag it!
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Online Hate Speech Facilitator Guide
Sources:  https://quizlet.com/15201177/nine-areas-of-unprotected-speechcourt-cases-flash-cards/  (also contains landmark court cases)
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/obscenity  


· Offensive sexual conduct, and lacks serious artistic, political or scientific value.  
· Defamation that injures a third party’s reputation, or character (speech-slander)
· Words spoken that lead to violence or disruptions for example, instigating a riot
· Public disclosures of private or embarrassing facts; false portrayal 
· Deceptive or false advertising
· Clear and immediate threats to national security
· Expressions that could cause substantial school disruptions or unlawful acts, such as obscenities
· Copyright violations
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Online Hate Speech
Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)

Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-8 S3C4 PO4; HS S3C4 PO3c.)





	Technology

	Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the work place. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO1)

Describe strategies to deal with cyber-bullying situations.
 (6-12.S5C1PO2

Articulate and practice the school and district rules governing the use of digital tools as defined by school board policy and procedures. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO3)

Demonstrate safe online communication practices regarding personal information.
(7-12 S5C1 PO 4)

Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
(6-12.S5C1PO6)

Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(6-12 S5C2 PO1)





	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)
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	Key Ideas and Details

	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
(6-12.RH.1)
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