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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Real or Fake News Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will understand what “fake news” is 
· Students will learn strategies for differentiating fake news from the truth
· Students will practice applying strategies to test the reliability of news 

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Optional: Projector and internet access (Study:  Most Students Cannot Distinguish Fake and Real News:  https://youtu.be/UYc-hd1QSwA)
· Fake News Strips-cut each strip apart and in half and distribute one half to each student
· Fake News’s Facilitator Guide-print note slides for key
· 7 Posters labeled with the questions from Act. 2 Step 2
· Carousel Poster’s Facilitator Guide
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Copies of the two articles for each group: “Why Bats Are Like Humans”: https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/bats-batman-lego-insects-flying/ and “Mysterious Remains of a Whale Found in a Field in Utah”: http://worldnewsdailyreport.com/mysterious-remains-of-a-whale-found-in-a-field-in-utah/ 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: What is News?
1. Begin the class by asking the students to turn to a partner and explain what “news” is.  After a few moments ask for a few volunteers to report out.  (Possible Answer: media report of factual information about important events)
2. Optional:  If technology is available, show the following clip:  https://youtu.be/UYc-hd1QSwA.  Then ask the class to discuss in their group if they agree or disagree with this video report.  Ask for a few volunteers from groups that did not report out before to comment.

Activity 2:  Matching Terms
1. Explain to the students that some news can be fake and one way to be smart with online communication is to learn strategies that you can apply to determine the difference.   
2. Inform the students that they will participate in a matching activity that will provide more information about fake news.
3. Supply each student with one half of a definition, law or fact strip about fake news (see Fake News Strips) and explain that  they are to move around the room, looking for the matching half of their strip.  When they find the matching half, the pair should sit in desks next to each other and be ready to report out.  
4. Assist students with finding the correct match.  (see Facilitator Guide) When students have been matched-up and sitting, ask each pair to share their definition or fact. Then, have the students form small groups with 4-5 students in each by teaming up with students in their surrounding area.
5. Next, ask the groups to discuss how present day technology has affected news reporting.  Rotate around the room and ask for a volunteer from each group to share a comment from their group. 
(Possible Answers: access a variety of information in many forms, from many places at any time; photoshop can change the image; average citizens can broadcast news and interact with others far away; access archived information and news) 

Activity 3: Carousels
1. Next, explain to the students that they will participate in a carousel activity where they will have an opportunity to express their opinions and knowledge on how to be savvy with information they find online, on television, and in print.  
2. Post the 7 posters labeled with the following questions around the room:
a. What is your news source?
b. What do you think is the purpose of news?
c. What could be the impact of fake news?
d. What questions could you ask to test the truth of news?
e. What sources could check facts reported in the news?
f. What responsibilities do you think journalists have? 
3. Instruct the groups to start at their assigned poster and as a group decide on one response and record it on the poster then wait until the teacher calls for rotation before moving clockwise to the next poster.  
4. When the groups have rotated back to the poster they started with, have them read their poster to the class.  Ask the listening audience to clarify any entries if necessary.  Elaborate when debriefing, by giving additional responses, the students may not have thought of.  (see Facilitator Guide)

Activity 4:  Analyzing Fake News
1. Hand each group a copy of the two modified articles (“Why Bats Are Like Humans” and “Mysterious Remains of a Whale Found in a Field in Utah”) and instruct the groups to compare the two articles and decide which one is the fake news and which one is the truthful news and be ready to give reasons why.  Groups should underline evidence in each article that supports their decision on which is real and which is fake. 
2. Rotate around to each group and have the volunteers share a brief summary of the fake article and explain why their group believes it is fake and a brief summary of the real article and reasons why they believe its legitimacy.  (grammar:  misspelled words, repeated words, spacing, etc.; no cited sources or bylines; accompanying other questionable articles; sensationalism-evoking a strong response)
3. Ask the listening audience if they agree or disagree with the presenting group; if not tell why. 
4. Next, ask the groups to collaborate and be ready to share one benefit of determining which news report is fake and which news report is real.  

Debrief:  Toss a soft object to a volunteer and ask for one strategy they will apply to be smart about the news they receive through online communications.  Have that student toss the object to another willing volunteer and have them add another strategy.  
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
True or Fake News 
Carousel Poster Facilitator Guide


a. What is your news source?
Possible Answers:  Social Media such as Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, SnapChat, Youtube, Online webswite, Television News, Radio/Podcasts, Newspaper, Magazines, Friends and Family

b. What do you think is the purpose of news?
Possible Answers:  inform, interpret, entertain, misinform, and make fun of

c. What could be the impact of fake news?
Possible Answers:  perpetuating conspiracy theories, spreading rumors, instigate aggression, false sense of security, alarm, fluctuate market trends

d. What questions could you ask to test the truth of news?
Possible Answers:  
· Does it look photoshopped?
· Are there a lot of pop-ups or banner ads?
· What does Google say about the site?
· Where do the links lead?
· Are there quotes with references or cited sources?
· What is the date?
· Is anyone else reporting the story?
· Where does the images or photos come from?
· Does the story seem to evoke a lot of strong emotions in people?
· What does your gut say?

e. What sources could check facts reported in the new?
Possible Answers:  FactCheck.org; Checkdesk; TinEye (reverse-image search engine; Google Images
 
f. What responsibilities do you think journalist should have?
Student answers may vary
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“Smart Online Communication”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Real or Fake News
Correlations
	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-8 S3C4 PO4; HS S3C4 PO3c.)




	Technology

	Ask questions and investigate a problem from different perspectives and formulate inferences from known facts.
(7-12 S1C3PO 2)

Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
(6-12.S5C1PO6)

Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
(6-12 S5C2 PO1)




	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.





	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6‐12.WHST.4)



	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

	Identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 
(9‐10.RI.8)

Including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning. (11‐12.RI.8)
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