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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

[bookmark: _Hlk185251268]Social Media and Campus Issues Academy
(Middle/High School)
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]How Would This Impact Me Now? Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will identify positive and negative social media activities.
· Students will learn the legal consequences of negative social media activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Soft Foam Ball, 1 for whole class
· Sticky Notes

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, sticky notes, and markers.
2. Inform the students of the following “Nearly half of teens interviewed in a recent survey say they use the internet “almost constantly,” and 9 in 10 teens use social media daily. Though most social media platforms have a required minimum age of 13, almost 40% of children between the ages of 8 and 12 use social media.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/social-media-and-mental-health-in-children-and-teens#:~:text=Nearly%20half%20of%20teens%20interviewed%20in%20a%20recent,ages%20of%208%20and%2012%20use%20social%20media] 

3. Toss a soft foam ball to a student. The student who receives the soft foam ball should give an example of something a teen might post online. Continue until a significant number of students have participated.
4. Write down their responses on the board or a large sheet of paper (If possible, save this large sheet of paper for Lesson 2- Ripple Effect.) 
5. Ask if any students have anything else to add. (Facilitator Note: Add more examples such as fights, drama, threats if no students mentioned it)
6. Ask for student opinions if they believe social media is positive, negative, or both.
7. Have each group use sticky notes to write down as many types of negative posts they could see on social media either at home or at school. One idea per sticky note. After each group has enough responses, ask the groups to share out. 
8. Inform the students that even though this lesson is focusing on the negative impact of social media, there can be positive impacts as well. Ask volunteers for examples of positive social media impacts.
9. Explain that some social media activities can have legal and/or school consequences
10. On a large poster paper, each group will make four columns labeled Legal, School, Social, None. Have groups categorize the sticky note examples they wrote down from the previous activity. 
11. Go around the room and have each group share out how they categorized a few of their examples. Correct and elaborate when needed.
12. After the activity, explain that schools may discipline negative social media activity all the way up to being suspended or expelled. Legal consequences can also vary depending on the nature of the post. Share the following example posts one by one. After reading each one, ask small groups to brainstorm what illegal act (if any) they think occurred. Call on a group to share and confirm or correct their response by sharing the Arizona law and consequences. Make sure to choose a different group to share their answer for each example post
Example Post 1- Susie posted to her social media: “Laura better watch out when she gets to school tomorrow. I’m going to push her into a wall”
[bookmark: _Hlk189819214]Legal Consequence- 13-1202. Threatening or intimidating; classification
A. A person commits threatening or intimidating if the person threatens or intimidates by word or conduct:
1. To cause physical injury to another person or serious damage to the property of another; or
2. To cause, or in reckless disregard to causing, serious public inconvenience including, but not limited to, evacuation of a building, place of assembly or transportation facility; or
3. To cause physical injury to another person or damage to the property of another in order to promote, further or assist in the interests of or to cause, induce or solicit another person to participate in a criminal street gang, a criminal syndicate or a racketeering enterprise.
Example Post 2- During the school day Henry posts in a 7th grade group chat that he saw a backpack with wires coming out of it and a timer. He did this just for fun and did not actually see this. As a result, 300 students were picked up by their parents after 2nd period.
Legal Consequence- 13-2911. Interference with or disruption of an educational institution; violation; classification; definitions
A. A person commits interference with or disruption of an educational institution by doing any of the following:
1. Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly interfering with or disrupting the normal operations of an educational institution by either:
(a) Threatening to cause physical injury to any employee or student of an educational institution or any person on the property of an educational institution.
(b) Threatening to cause damage to any educational institution, the property of any educational institution or the property of any employee or student of an educational institution.

Example Post 3- Johny sent Lucy mean messages on Snapchat that made fun of her. Lucy told him to stop and blocked him. Johny then sent her more mean messages on Instagram. She told him to stop and blocked him again. Johny then used his friends Snapchat account to send her more mean messages.
 
Legal Consequence-13-2921. Harassment; classification; definition
A. A person commits harassment if the person knowingly and repeatedly commits an act or acts that harass another person or the person knowingly commits any one of the following acts in a manner that harasses:
Contacts or causes a communication with another person by verbal, electronic, mechanical, telegraphic, telephonic or written means.

Example Post 4- On Sunday, Brandi posted a photo of her flipping the middle finger with the caption below the photo stating screw school, screw cheer, and screw everything.
Consequence- This post can lead to a tarnished reputation among peers and staff. If a student shares this, the school may take action if it violates the code of conduct regarding negative information toward extracurricular activities. No illegal acts occurred. 

13. Debrief the lesson by asking the students: are the laws related to social media activity too harsh, too lenient, or appropriate? And why? They will record their answers on a sticky note. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.
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Social Media and Campus Issues Academy
(Middle/High School)
How Would This Impact Me Now? Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Writing:
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Technology
[bookmark: _Hlk35865172]6-12 S5.C1.PO6 Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
7-12 S5.C2.PO1 Promote and exhibit digital citizenship by consistently leading by example and advocating social and civic responsibility to others.
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