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Social Media and Campus Issues Academy
[bookmark: _Hlk185261804]The Ripple Effect Lesson
Some scenarios may have more than one law which could apply.

1. Sarah posts an offensive joke on social media. Lots of people “liked” it so she left it up.
· Possible Legal Consequences: Her actions may lead to her being harassed or threatened by people who did not like her joke.  ARS § 13-2921 defines the crime of harassment. You commit this offense if you engage in conduct that is directed at a specific person and that would cause a reasonable person to be seriously alarmed, annoyed, or harassed and the conduct in fact seriously alarms, annoys, or harasses the person. Most violations of this law are Class 1 misdemeanors punishable by a jail term of six months. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.shouselaw.com/az/defense/laws/harassment/] 

· Possible Social Consequences: Sarah could face public backlash by people unfollowing or criticizing her for the offensive joke. Her reputation might suffer, especially among peers who find it inappropriate. It may impact her ability to connect with potential colleges/employers.

2. Bobby and Andrew record and post a short video of themselves letting the air out of car tires in a parking lot.
· Possible Legal Consequences: ARS § 13-1602 is the Arizona statute that defines the crime of criminal damage. People typically commit this offense when they recklessly damage, deface or tamper with another person’s property. Punishment is based on the monetary value of the damage. $0 - $250 is a class 2 misdemeanor, $250 – $1000 is a class 1 misdemeanor. Damage over $1000 are felonies.  
· Possible Social Consequences: Their reputation could be damaged by others who view their actions as reckless and disrespectful. Relationships with friends could be strained due to their destructive behavior. It may impact their ability to connect with potential colleges/employers.

3. Ruben was being bullied by Josh, Ruben got fed up and started calling Josh insensitive names. Classmates started recording when Ruben began yelling. The students posted it on social media.
· Possible Legal Consequences: Ruben could be the victim of Harassment (ARS 13-2921) or Threatening and Intimidating (ARS 13-1202) by individuals who view the video and lash out at Ruben. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk191290727]Possible Social Consequences: His peers may misunderstand the situation and think of him as aggressive. Ruben might also face online bullying from others who don’t know the full context. Only seeing one side of the situation could result in negative consequences.

4. Edgar records Jordan and Brayden having a conversation about a controversial topic. Edgar posts the video online.
· Possible Legal Consequences: There may be an expectation of privacy depending on where Jordan and Brayden were when they were having their conversation. If there was an expectation of privacy it would fall under (ARS 13-3019) surreptitious recording. If there was no expectation of privacy, then there would be no crime.  
· Possible Social Consequences: Edgar actions might strain his friendships and reputation from Jordan and Brayden, who might feel betrayed by the recording of their conversation. The video could spark heated debates or divisions among their classmates.

5. Shortly after getting her driver’s license Jenny records herself driving and singing along to a song which contains offensive lyrics. She thinks it’s funny and shares it in a group chat with about 10 other people from school.
· Possible Legal Consequences: If she was holding the phone while recording and driving, she could be violating (ARS 28-914) Use of portable wireless communication device while driving.   
· Possible Social Consequences: Jenny might face backlash for recording an offensive song and sharing it with others. She could be criticized for recklessness if she was holding her phone while driving. Jenny’s reputation can suffer if others view her as thoughtless or unsafe. It may impact her ability to connect with potential colleges/employers.
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