Facilitator Note:
This scripted mock trial is designed for middle and high school students and aims to engage them in understanding legal processes in a fun, interactive way. It is recommended to designate roles ahead of time to give all students the opportunity to prepare and feel comfortable with their parts. This includes assigning roles such as jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and the judge. One suggestion is to have students highlight their parts prior to conducting the mock trial.
When assigning roles, it is especially important to consider students who may have difficulty reading their designated script. Giving them roles that align with their abilities can help build confidence and encourage participation. For example, providing scripts or shorter lines in advance to practice with a resource teacher enhances their experience. This approach not only fosters inclusion but also supports their language and reading development through active participation. Officers should meet with the classroom teacher prior to class to obtain teacher input on which student should be assigned each role.
[bookmark: _Hlk189135227]Information & Roles:
Madison School System v. Brandi Brandenburg centers around a student's off-campus speech and whether public school officials have the authority to regulate such speech under the First Amendment. In this case, Brandi Brandenburg, a high school student, posted a controversial message on her personal social media account outside of school hours and off school grounds. This led to disciplinary action by the school, citing concerns about disruption to the learning environment.
The central question is whether the First Amendment protects Brandenburg's off-campus speech from school discipline. This issue ties into the ongoing debate over the extent to which schools can regulate student speech that occurs outside the school setting but may still have an impact on the school environment. 

The following First Amendment Supreme Court cases offer an opportunity for your class to discuss the limits, if any, of free expression of students in schools and at home.
West Virginia State Board of Education v Barnette, 1943
Brandenburg v. Ohio, 1969
Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District, 1969
Bethel School District, No 403 v Fraser, 1986
Hazelwood School District v, Kulhmeier, 1988
Morse v. Frederick, 2007
Mahanoy Area School District v. BL, 2021
*Note: whenever addressing the Judge in a trial, Council stands*
Participants in the trial- (up to 21 roles)
Judge-Chris Cavanagh
Bailiff-Kim Kuhlmeier
Prosecution Council #1-Jordan Brandeis (will need the copy of prosecution Exhibit “A” below)
Prosecution Council #2-Bobbie Gutwein
Prosecution Witness #1-Coach Hazelwood
Prosecution Witness #2-Taylor Tinker
Defense Council #1-F. Fraser
Defense Council #2-D.P. Lee
Defense Witness #1- Professor J. Patrick
Defense Witness #2- Brandi Brandenburg 
Jury- Up to 11 members

Prosecution Exhibit “A”

Madison School Extracurricular
Code of Conduct
Being mindful that all members of extracurricular organizations and teams associated with Madison High School stand as representatives of the school in the community, students should show respect for their school, teachers, and fellow students. Participants should avoid foul language and inappropriate gestures. Students should also refrain from posting negative information regarding other students, cheer, cheerleaders, and coaches on the internet.

