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[bookmark: _Hlk189133614]Social Media and Campus Issues Academy
Middle/High School
[bookmark: _Hlk178081257]The Madison School District v. Brandenburg Scripted Mock Trial Lesson Plan
This lesson can be done in two parts to give students time to prepare and feel confident in their roles. However, it is not necessary to split the lesson into two parts. Facilitators can decide whether to allow students time to review and prep on their own or proceed with the lesson in one session if time permits.
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Day 1 Objectives: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk178081311]Students will understand the First Amendment in a scripted mock trial
· Students will learn vocabulary used during the court process 
Day 2 Objectives: 
· Students will implement the First Amendment in a scripted mock trial
· Students will learn the court process in a criminal court proceeding 

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Day 1 Materials: 
· Scripted Mock Trial Classroom Layout, 1 copy
· Scripted Mock Trial Role Cards, 1 set, cut cards prior to the lesson
· Vocabulary Words, 1 set, cut cards prior to the lesson
· Scripted Mock Trial, 1 per student
· Facilitator Guide, 1 copy 
Prior to the lesson:
· Read the facilitator’s guide
· Set up the classroom using the Classroom Layout handout

Day 2 Materials: 
· Mock Trial Accessories
· 1 Judge Robe
· 1 Gavel
· Scripted Mock Trial Graphic Organizer, 1 per jury member
· Sticky Notes, 1 per student

Timeframe: (40 Minutes)

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

[bookmark: _Hlk189642349]Day 1 Lesson: 	
1. [bookmark: _Hlk178081233]Set up the classroom using the scripted mock trial classroom layout. Have the scripted mock trial role cards placed face down at each designated seat. When students enter class, greet them and tell them to pick a seat but do not pick up the card. 
2. Explain to students that they will be participating in a scripted mock trial based on the first amendment.
3. Explain to students that before they start the mock trial, there are some vocabulary words that they need to know. 
4. Distribute a vocabulary card to each student. (If there are more than 22 students, give each pair one card.)
5. Have students find their match by looking for either the vocabulary word or its definition, depending on which card they have.
6. Once all students have found their match, each match will share their vocabulary word and definition with the class. The facilitator will ensure the definitions are accurate and make corrections if necessary.
Facilitator Guide:
First Amendment- Prohibiting Congress from interfering with freedom of religion, speech, assembly, or petition.
Plaintiff- A person or group who makes a legal complaint against someone else in court
Defendant- A person or group who is accused of having done something illegal
Prosecution- The legal team who represents the side that accuses someone of committing a crime
Defense- The legal team who represent the side that is being accused of committing a crime
Testimony- A formal statement made by a witness in court
Objection- A lawyer can do this if they think the other lawyer's question is not allowed by the rules.
Sustained- When a judge agrees with an objection, they will say this so the question can’t be used in trial
Verdict- The final decision made by the judge or jury
Overruled- When a judge disagrees with an objection, they will say this so the question can be used in trial
7. Instruct students to go back to their seats, turn over their mock trial role cards and explain their role for the mock trial. (If there are more students than roles then they can be jury members or audience. You can also switch students if there are some who don’t want to have a speaking role.)
8. Hand out the scripted mock trial to each student. Encourage students to practice their role at home to feel prepared and comfortable with their parts.
Day 2 Lesson:
9. Set up the classroom using the scripted mock trial classroom layout. Have the scripted mock trial role cards placed at each designated seat. Give the judge their mock trial accessories. Give Prosecution Council #1 copy of Exhibit “A” from the facilitator’s guide.
10. Pass out the scripted mock trial graphic organizer to the jury. Explain to them this is to help them take notes to make a guilty or not guilty verdict at the end.
11. Encourage students to act out their roles.
12. The facilitator will begin the mock trial by reading the information and roles on the facilitator’s guide
13. Students will begin the scripted mock trial.
14. When the students reach Jury deliberation, the jury will go to the back of the room or out in the hallway to discuss quietly. (Facilitator goes with students in the hall and the teacher stays with the students in the classroom). Instruct the jury to come to a majority decision.
15. Have the jurors return to their seats to share the verdict.
16. Debrief the lesson by asking the jurors what convinced them to make the verdict decision of guilty or not guilty. Have non-jury members share whether they agree or disagree and why.
17. Each student will reflect on a sticky note whether they agree or disagree with the idea that schools should or should not consider students' social media posts when making decisions about discipline. Collect sticky notes as students exit the classroom and review to determine if they understood the content of the lesson.
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Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
HS.C2.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the United States political system over time and compare this to the role of citizens in other political systems.

Reading
RI.9-10.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.
Students will read the scripted trial and analyze the development of arguments and testimony within the case.
RI.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings.

Writing
W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Speaking and Listening
SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led).
SL.9-10.3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
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