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“Survive the Drive” Academy
(High School)
Risky Driving Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will learn facts and laws surrounding cell phone use during driving
· Students will evaluate the effectiveness of PSAs on texting while driving
· Students will create a PSA demonstrating their understanding of the dangers to distracted driving

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· ‘Strongly Agree’ and ‘Strongly Disagree’ Signs 
· Projector/Internet Access/Speakers or printed images of PSA posters

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: Cell Phone Use Continuum
1. Begin by using a continuum.  Post, ‘Strongly Agree’ and ‘Strongly Disagree’ signs on opposite sides of the room and have the participants stand in the middle until after you read a following statement, then have the students choose a spot along the continuum that indicates their response. Ask for a few volunteers to share their opinions.

· Arizona should have a law banning the use of hand-held cell phones while driving.
· Arizona should have a 100% ban on cell phone use while driving. (Answer:  No 100% law ban has been created and most of the laws allow officers to use discretion) 
· Texting is worse than talking on a cell phone while driving. (True: Eyes are focused on the phone and/or looking down instead of looking ahead) *This does not mean that driving and talking on the phone is safe; it only means a driver is not as distracted as those who text and drive
· Most people have the ability to multi-task therefore, texting while driving should be completely legal.
· Intoxicated drivers are more likely to hurt someone than a person texting while driving. (Answer FALSE  Texting and driving is SIX (6) times more likely to cause an accident (Harvard Center of Risk Analysis 2015)
· Distractions such as eating while driving cause accidents, so a ban on cell phone would lead to other intrusive laws.  
· Speeding kills more people in car accidents than cell phones, so we should change the speed limit to 20 mph or less. 
· Driving at any speed while texting and driving should be considered “speeding.”

2. Next, explain that there is currently no law in Arizona against cell phone (there are city ordinances) use but that states such as California, New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, and District of Columbia have all passed legislation banning the use of hand-held cell phones.  Currently, Arizona police officers have begun enforcing texting while driving according to reasonable and prudent speed law.  Explain that there is a debate with strong arguments on both side, but in general, cell phones have been shown to cause accidents. Cell phone use contributes to an estimated 25 percent of all crashes (Harvard Center of Risk Analysis 2015). 

Activity 2:  Evaluating examples of PSAs 
*Note:  If no technology is available use images of posters instead.
1. Instruct the class to view the following PSA examples and note any facts given, and what tempted the driver to text; also note what was effective or ineffective about the PSA. Ask for volunteers to respond after each PSA example.
2. YouTube Cell Phone Use While Driving PSA: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7911kgJJZc&ebc=ANyPxKovkVw4f9Ele2a7KpE_R4iMdD1fRjGxXTtON9WdyZkBlibnQFqAiuzuu0qg8enW0ri_YIaaDD_e6FhKI_p1eYXLQqC8Rg  (3:11 powerful video)
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0z3sk_Axhww (38 seconds long)
3. Ask volunteers if they have heard of any accidents which have happened as a result of cell phone use. Invite a few volunteers to share their stories, commenting on the temptation and what they would do instead of texting while driving.

Activity 3: Presenting group PSAs
1. Instruct the small groups to collaborate and come up with a short PSA (approximately 30 seconds to 1 min) that would highlight the dangers of texting and general cell phone use while driving.  
2. While groups are presenting their PSA, have the audience rate the effectiveness on a scale from 1 to 5, 1 being the least effective and 5 being the most effective.  Have volunteers explain their ratings.
3. While debriefing, explain that texting while driving is illegal in Phoenix, Tempe and Scottsdale through city ordinances.  In addition, many cities have made it illegal by enforcing the Arizona Speed Law stating that any speed while distracted (such as texting and driving) is too fast for the conditions of the road.  28-701. Reasonable and prudent speed; prima facie evidence; exceptions
  Drivers who operate a vehicle distracted typically cannot maintain a single lane of travel.  This is a
  violation of Arizona Revised Statute 28-729.1 (Failure to Drive within a Single Lane)
  28-729. Driving on roadways laned for traffic If time permits, or with another lesson, show this 
  website:  
  Harvard Center or Risk Analysis
[bookmark: _GoBack]  http://www.textinganddrivingsafety.com/texting-and-driving-stats
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“Survive the Drive” Academy
(High School)
Risky Driving Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)




	Health

	Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors.
(6-12 S1C6 PO2)

Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems.
(6-12 S1C4 PO1)

Access and use valid health information from home, school, and community. 
Determine the accessibility of products that enhance health. 
Describe and analyze situations that may require professional health services. 
Locate and access valid and reliable health products and services. 
(6-12 S3C2 PO1-4)

Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
(6-12 S4C1 PO1)

Determine when health related situations require the application of a thoughtful decision-making process.
(6-8 S5C2 PO1)




	Visual Art

	Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
(S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
S1C4PO 302
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