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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“The Impact of Underage Drinking” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Party Scene Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students should be able to understand the risks with drinking at parties.
· Students should learn the consequences for underage drinking.
· Students should learn strategies to be safe while at a party.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Decision making skills

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Talking chips, 1 per student
· Party Scene Cards (print cards double sided, print 1 question card), 1 set per group [footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4] [1:  Consequences of Underage (samhsa.gov)]  [2:  https://www.alcoholrehabguide.org/alcohol/blacking-out/]  [3:  https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/drunk-driving#:~:text=Alcohol%20is%20a%20substance%20that%20reduces%20the%20function,negative%20effects%20on%20the%20central%20nervous%20system%20increase.]  [4:  30 Facts About Alcohol, Plus 5 Myths: Statistics and More (healthline.com)] 


Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
· Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers.
2. Explain that we will be exploring risk and weather they are harmful or not. 
3. Provide “Talking Chips” to every student. (Every member of the group receives a “talking chip” and when they are ready to answer the teacher’s question they place their “talking chip” in the center of the table. Everyone needs to make sure to get rid of their “talking chip.”) 
4. Ask students to use their “talking chip” to share different examples of risk and weather they are harmful or not. Remind them that there are good risk and bad risk. For example, trying out for a team is a good risk. Skipping school would be a harmful risk. 
5. Rotate to each group and get at least one response. Continue until they are out of ideas or it’s time to move on. (Answers will vary.)
6. Explain to students that we all encounter risk and one place students their age might be confronted with a risk is at parties. 
7. Explain that each group will receive Party Scene Cards, they will include 2 sets of cards and a question: 1: Things you do at a Party, 2: Facts. Each person will take turn drawing a card from each pile, read the scenario to their group, and the group should discuss and answer the question. FACILITATOR NOTE: There is an empty “Things you do at a Party” card. Small groups can each complete their own party card to make it more relevant to them”.
8. Once all groups have gone through all their cards, each group shares out one of their scenarios, fact, and their answer. 
9. Next, ask the class to consider the risks that are associated with drinking alcohol or being around alcohol at a party. Review the following:
a. Alcohol can change reactions and perspectives. Instead of just arguing with someone, it may turn into a physical fight which could lead to physical injury and/or charges. 
An assault is committed any time a person knowingly causes physical injury to another person. It is also any time that someone may feel physically threatened or when someone touches someone else to provoke or insult them. (A.R.S. § 13-1203)
Sometimes assault is classified as a misdemeanor. Aggravated assault is a felony. It is important to know this and to realize that fighting can be illegal. If you are involved in a fight, you could also be charged with disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace.
b. Alcohol can lower inhibitions and people may act in a way they wouldn’t normally. If someone records that and posts it on social media, it could lead to embarrassment later.
c. If someone takes the risk of driving after drinking, they could seriously hurt themselves or someone else. They could also face charges. 
If you are under 21 years of age and are in possession of an alcoholic substance, you can be found guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor. If you are under 21 years of age, it is against the law to drive or be in physical control of a motor vehicle while there is any spirituous liquor in your body (A.R.S. § 4-244(34)).
A person under 21 years old who asks someone else to purchase, sell or furnish them with alcohol is guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor and could receive a penalty of a maximum of 30 days in jail, a $500 fine plus surcharges (A.R.S. § 13-802) and suspension of a driver’s license or permit (A.R.S. § 4-241(D)).
d. The police could be called to the party and charges could be made for underage drinking. 
It is against the law for a person under the legal drinking age (which is 21) to buy, receive, have in possession, or consume alcohol (A.R.S. 4-244).

If you have or use alcohol when you are under the age of 21, you may be put on probation, have your driving privileges suspended, or pay fines or damages.
10. These risks are just to name a few. Explain that sometimes people go to parties and choose not to drink but others do. Ask the small groups to brainstorm what the risks could be if they are not drinking but at a party with alcohol. Possible answers: others get into a fight, the police could be called, someone may try to slip alcohol into your drink, someone could drive under the influence while you are also driving from the party
11. Next, explained we have learned about different risk and events at a party that could take a toll if alcohol is involved. 
12. Ask the groups to think about things they could say or do to stay safe at parties and share among their groups. Facilitators walk around each group and provide feedback based on student responses.
13. Next, in groups students use poster paper to create a poster on a strategy to stay safe at parties. Encourage groups to make their posters large and colorful. 
14. Have each group share and explain their poster. FACILITATOR NOTE: if it is not mentioned remind students of the following: knowing what type of party it is and who is going to be there, letting family members know where you are, having a planned response to turn down alcohol if offered, not accepting drinks if you did not see it opened, not leaving your drink unattended.
15. Debrief the lesson by asking students why strategies are important and how strategies can help them in their daily lives.
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Arizona State Standards Correlations


Reading: 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. (9-10.RL.4)

Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. (6.RI.7)

Comprehension and Collaboration:
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (SL.1)

CIVICS:
Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings. (8.C1.2)
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