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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy

(Middle/High)

Property Theft Lesson Plan

Objectives:  

· Students will be able to examine how theft affects them personally
· Students will learn the legal implications of property theft

· Students will share strategies to avoid being a victim of theft
Materials:

· Flipchart & Markers (per group)
· Post-it notes (1 pad per group)
· Signs with criminal charge headings (in step #7)
Timeframe: 50 minutes
Activity 1: Backpack Stolen!
1. Divide students into groups of about 4-5 students in each.  Provide each group with a sheet of flipchart paper and markers.

2. Ask the students what items teens normally carry to school in their backpacks on any given day.  As the students provide their ideas, make a list of those items on the board or flipchart paper.

Possible items could be: 

· house keys

· laptop/tablet
· expensive perfume/cologne

· jewelry

· cell phone

· a photograph of someone special to them

· binders
· text books

· pencils/pens

· USB Drive

· headphones

· Graphing Calculator

· gum

· extra change of clothes

· iPod

· video games

· wallet

· sports equipment
· lunch/bus money

3. Tell the students that as a team, they should draw a backpack on the large poster paper.  Inside the backpack they need to draw 6 of the items (of their choice) they brainstormed in step #2. 

4. When they are finished drawing, walk around the classroom and ‘snatch’ their drawing from them.  Explain to them that their backpack has just been stolen, along with the items inside it.  
5. Next, have the groups list the stress factors (i.e. anxiety, fear, etc.) they may experience as a result of their backpack being stolen. 

6. Tell the students that the crime committed against them is called Theft. It is defined in the Arizona Revised Statutes as:

13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions
A. A person commits theft if, without lawful authority, the person knowingly:

1. Controls property of another with the intent to deprive the other person of such property;

7. Explain that the penalties for theft vary depending on the amount stolen.  Have each team total the amount of their loss in monetary value and write the total on a colored post-it note.  While they do this, post different titles on the board or flipchart with the different criminal charges against theft.  

Titles:

$25,000+ = Class 2 Felony = max 10 years

$4,000-25,000 = Class 3 Felony = max 7 years

$3,000-$4,000 = Class 4 Felony = max 3 years

$2,000 - $3,000 = Class 5 Felony = max 2 years

$1,000 - $2,000 = Class 6 Felony = max 1.5 years

Under $1,000 = Class 1 Misdemeanor = 6 month + fines

8. Have each team bring their colored post-it note and place them around the correct criminal charge title. 

9. Next, have the groups list the actions they need to take to replace those items stolen on their large poster paper next to their stress factors.  If an item is ‘irreplaceable’, have them write ‘irreplaceable’. 

10. Finally, rotate around the groups, asking a volunteer from each group to report on their group’s stress factors, total value of the amount taken, criminal charge that value amount falls under, and what actions they need to take to replace their stolen items.

Activity 2:  Theft Prevention Tip Sheet
1. Instruct the students to discuss with their group, ways they can avoid being a victim of theft on school campus.  Explain that each group will create a tip sheet or poster to illustrate their suggestions such as keeping items locked in locker, keep personal items with you, leave unnecessary valuables at home, etc.
2. Rotate around each group, asking for a volunteer to share one tip from their group’s list while the other groups check off any similar tip from their list.  Continue rotating around to each group, asking for a different tip until all the different ideas have been shared.  

Debrief: Ask for volunteers to respond to the following questions.

A. How should you handle the situation if someone you know steals?

B. How would you handle the situation if you overhear your peers bragging about something they stole at school?
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“Respect the Owner:  Theft Prevention”: Academy

(Middle/High)

Property Theft Lesson
Correlations

6-12 Social Studies Standards

Strand 3: Civics and Government

Concept 4: Rights, Responsibilities, and Roles of Citizenship
PO2. Discuss the character traits (e.g., respect, responsibility, fairness, involvement) that are important to the preservation and improvement of constitutional democracy in the United States 

PO4. Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: 

b. obeying the law 

6-12 Writing Standards in Social Studies
WHST.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

6-12 Arizona Speaking and Listening Standards
Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
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