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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Digital Footprint Lesson Plan
Adapted from: “Trillion Dollar Footprint” Grade 6-8 Lesson Plan from DIGITAL LIFE 101 / ASSESSMENT / DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE / REV DATE 2015.  Available at www.commonsense.org

Objectives:  
· Students will be able to define the term ‘digital footprint’
· Students will learn the legal and social consequences of posting private information online

Materials:
· Laptop/Projector to show video
· Internet Access
· The Digital Foot Print – Video (available at https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8)
· Flipchart paper and markers for each group
· Candidate Profiles (see video link above, create a free user account to access the lesson profiles from Trillion-Dollar-Footprint 6-8 lesson; this lessons uses the following:  #1 Linda and #2 Jason)
· Optional: Footprint handout (see pg. 14 of Trillion-Dollar-Footprint 6-8 lesson)

Timeframe: 45 minutes

Activity 1: Digital Footprint Video
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers.  
2. Ask each group to create a definition for the term “digital footprint” and to record their definitions on their large poster paper.  Have one person from each group report out. 
3. Next, explain that the term “digital footprint” is used to describe information that can be found online about a particular person, either posted by that person or someone else.  The information can be posted intentionally or unintentionally. 
4. Next, show the video “The Digital Footprint” from Commonsensemedia.org.  (https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8) 
5. Debrief the video by asking each group to answer a different question or add to a question that was the same about the imagery depicted in the video.  
a. What do you think the lighthouse represents?  (The fact that information can be searched by anyone)
b. What do you think the stadium represents? (The fact that information may become public for anyone to see)
c. What do you think the permanent marker represents? (The fact that information posted becomes permanent – even if deleted.)
d. State in your own words what you think the main message is.

Activity 2: Trillion Dollar Footprint
1. Explain to the students that are going to pretend to be producers of a new TV talent show called “Trillion Dollar Footprint.” They are looking for a new host for the show, and have narrowed the candidates down to two applicants:  Linda and Jason. 
2. Pass out two profiles to each group, one containing Linda’s profile and the other containing Jason’s profile.   (https://www.commonsensemedia.org/educators/lesson/trillion-dollar-footprint-6-8 (#1 Linda and #2 Jason).  Explain that along with the candidates “personal statements” the files also contain online information that a private investigator has dug up on the candidates.  
3. Have the groups open their files and read about both candidates.  Explain that they should review the information on each candidate, and fill out the “Feedback Form” as a group.  Each group should assess Linda and Jason and determine whether they would hire either candidate based on information they learned from their digital footprints.
4. Next, have each group report out on a different piece of the Feedback Form and then have each group report their final choice and their reasons why.
5. Debrief the activity by asking the following questions, and record the students’ answers on a whiteboard.
a. What are some social consequences of Jason and Linda’s online postings?
(a potential employer might not hire someone based on information discovered in his or her digital footprint; ‘friends’ may not trust or believe you, etc.)
b. What are some legal consequences associated with online postings?  (someone can post incriminating information about another person or his/herself, someone’s actions online could constitute a crime such as harassment, or disclosing private information could result in identity theft.) 
Activity 3:   Personal Digital Footprint
1. Pass out a Footprint handout to each student.  Ask them to image that they are searching their names ten years from now.  What type of information would they want to see online if they searched their names? 
2. Have the students draw and/or write responses within their footprint and report out. (positive articles highlighting a person’s positive accomplishments, true information and facts, etc.) 


Debrief:  Toss a ball to students and have them report one positive thing they would want people in the future to know about them.
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“Think Before You Post:  Smart Communication through Technology” Academy
(Middle/High)
Digital Footprint Correlations
	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)



	Key Ideas and Details

	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
(6-12.RH.1)




	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6‐12.WHST.4)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
(6-12 SL.1.)



	Technology

	Ask questions and investigate a problem from different perspectives and formulate inferences from known facts.
(7-12 S1C3PO 2)
Assess situations in which it is appropriate and safe to use a personal digital device in the home, school, community, and in the work place. 
(7-12 S5C1 PO1)
Advocate and exhibit legal and ethical behavior when using technology. 
(6-12.S5C1PO6)
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