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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future”: Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s in Your Wallet? Lesson Plan
Sources:  The Journal of Adolescent Health: www.thechallenge.org
By the Numbers: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/education/dropout-nation/by-the-numbers-dropping-out-of-high-school/
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://livingwage.mit.edu/counties/04013 
Objectives:  
· Students will learn how truancy can affect future lifestyles and choices
· Students will evaluate posters and slogans for effective influence in preventing truancy
· Students will create their own posters promoting importance of school attendance

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group (3 sheets each)
· By the Numbers Cards (1 mixed-up set per group)
· Truancy Posters (1 per group-download and print images from Google or Amazon)
*Option:  Use overhead projector and computer to display a class example or use one poster as a class example.
· Handout:  Poster/Slogan Evaluation
· Ball for debriefing lesson

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Optional Activity 1: Illustrated Future
1. Begin activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each.
2. Ask students to imagine what their ideal life will look like in the future.  Have each member of the group draw images of their ideal future lifestyle and what their ideal community environment might look like on one large poster paper.
3. Allow groups time to share their ideal lifestyle and community. Tell students to keep this ideal in mind as we go through the rest of the lesson.

Activity 2:  Brainstorm Truancy Outcomes
1. Explain to the class that truancy can have a ‘ripple effect’ throughout a person’s life.  
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm 3 possible negative outcomes of truancy, record on large poster paper and be ready to report out.  State that these outcomes are not guaranteed but a truant teen has a higher risk for these negative outcomes.
3. Have each group rotate reporting out one different idea at a time until all ideas are given.
Possible Outcomes from the Journal of Adolescent Health:
· Poor academic performance
· School Drop Out
· Teenage Pregnancy
· Delinquency:
· Shoplifting
· Burglary
· Criminal Damage
· Drug use
· Violent acts
· Gang activity

Activity 3:  By the Numbers 
1. Explain to the class that for this next activity groups will compete to see who can correctly match the truancy statistics. Instruct the groups to leave the By the Numbers Cards you are passing out face down until you say ‘GO!”  Then turn the cards over and as a group match the numbers with the statements.  
2. When groups are finished, reveal the correct matches one at a time.
Answers:
*Statistics are based on a National level
30.8% 		(poverty rate of dropouts - Department of Education)
63 	(incarceration rates are ____ times higher for dropouts between the ages of 16-24 than among college graduates – Northeastern University study)
$20,241 	(average salary of a high school dropout -U.S. Census Bureau)
$36,424 	(average salary of a high school graduate -U.S. Census Bureau)
$292,000 	(a dropout will end up costing taxpayers an average of $292,000 over a lifetime due to the price tag associated with incarceration and other factors such as how much less they pay in taxes. -Northeastern University)
3. Ask students to think about how these outcomes affect future lifestyles and choices and what economic impact truancy has on a community. (Think about the effects to your ideal lifestyle and community illustration from Optional Activity 1)
4. Draw a T-Chart on the board with one side labeled: Lifestyles and the other side labeled:  Community.  Ask the students to volunteer ideas as you write them under the correct heading. 
Lifestyles: 
· May never attain a GED or college degree for lack of success or interest in school
· More challenging to obtain degrees of education due to lack of educational base
· More severe financial challenges due to difficulty obtaining a quality job, supporting a child, etc.  (reduced earning capacity)
· Criminal record prohibits obtaining certain jobs
· Addictions from drug use
· May have limited options in  purchasing items (cars, clothes, house) due to low income
Community:
· Schools lose funding from federal and state sources based on attendance
· Tax dollars for law enforcement and the criminal justice system to deal with truants and the crimes they commit
· Tax dollars for welfare cost for truants who become dropouts and end up on welfare

Activity 4:  Slogans and Posters
1. Explain to the class that posters and slogans are ways to inform and provoke thinking on a particular subject; they capture a meaning or spirit of an idea. For this last activity, you are going to evaluate some posters promoting school attendance for their effectiveness.  And, you will also have an opportunity as a group to create your own anti-truancy poster with slogan.
Give each group a different poster (see: Google search or Amazon) and the handout:  Poster/ Slogan Evaluation. *Option:  Use overhead projector and computer to display a class example or use one poster as a class example.
2. Instruct the groups to collaborate and respond to the evaluations questions on Part 1 of the handout, then with their group create their own poster with a slogan on large poster paper. Point out the Part 2 section of the handout that guides their created poster’s evaluation. They will have 15 minutes to complete this activity before presenting.

Debrief the lesson by tossing a ball to a student and asking that student to give one reason why they will be graduating high school/staying in school.  That student will then toss the ball to another student, who hasn’t caught the ball yet, and will answer the same question before tossing the ball again.  
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s in Your Wallet? Handout

Poster/Slogan Evaluation

Part 1:  
Poster/Slogan Evaluation:  Observe the poster displayed or given to your group and answer the following:
1. Who does this poster target? (students, parents, community, other?)



2. How does this slogan/poster impact your opinion on truancy?


3. Imagine you have truant behavior, how would this slogan/poster impact you in a positive manner and encourage you to change your behavior?


Part 2:
Create an Anti-Truancy Poster with the following in mind:
1. What group are you targeting?  (students, parents (call for parental involvement), community (call for community involvement)

2. What target point about truancy is your focus?  (legal consequences, future lifestyles and choices,  economic impact on community, etc.)
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s in Your Wallet? Correlations

	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. (7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  (6-12 SL.1.)


	

	Key Ideas and Details

	Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (6-12.RH.1)




	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (6‐12.WHST.4)


	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (6-12 SL.4)




	Visual Art

	Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork. (S1C4PO 201)

Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial). S1C4PO 302
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