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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Connecting Today’s Truancy Lesson Plan

Objectives:  
· Students will review the facts on truancy
· Students will share their opinions on compulsory education
· Students will practice sharing the information with others

Materials:
· Agree/Disagree signs 
· Facilitator Guide:  Changing Lanes Statements
· One sign labeled  “Parents” and another sign labeled “Students”
· Set of sticky notes for each group (a different color for each group)
· Student Handout on Truancy Statistics, Laws and Strategies (1 copy per student)
· Paper for pamphlets such as construction paper, newsprint, card stock glossy paper, computer paper or notebook paper (each group makes one pamphlet)
· Colored pencils, thin markers, pens or pencils for each group to create their pamphlets
· Copy of your school’s policy on truancy

Timeframe: 50 minutes

Activity 1: Changing Lanes
1. Explain to the class that they will participate in a ‘Changing Lanes’ activity in review of what they have learned about truancy and to give their opinion on issues relating to truancy.  
2. Post the Agree/Disagree signs on opposite sides of the room.  Ask the students to stand and choose a side when a statement is read.  (See Facilitator Guide:  Changing Lanes Statements)
3. The students will need to be able to articulate why they chose their side.  
4. After the students have made their choice, ask at least one student from each side why they agreed or disagreed with the statement.  Then ask if anyone wants to change their opinion due to the stated opinions shared and if so, allow them to move to the other side. Then ask those students why they changed their mind.
5. Ask the students to return to a neutral area before proceeding to the next statement.
6. Debrief this activity by asking students to share ways they think truancy is affecting their school or student success.



Activity 2:  Post-It Strategies
1. For this activity, the facilitator will post a sign labeled “Parents” and a sign labeled “Students” on the wall.
2. Then instruct the groups to think of at least three strategies parents could use to support their student attending school consistently and on time and at least three strategies  students could use to maintain consistent and on time attendance at school.  
3. Further instruct the groups to write each idea on a separate sticky note and post on the wall under the correct label.  
4. Ask for volunteers to read the list of parent strategies to the class and then ask for another volunteer to read the list of student strategies. (See strategies on the Student Handout on Truancy Statistics, Laws and Strategies)

Activity 3:  Pamphlet
1. For this next activity each group is going to create a pamphlet to distribute to parents and students.  Each member of their group should work on a different topic under truancy but all panels should be compiled for one group pamphlet.  Another member can present to the class.
2. Distribute to each student the Student Handout on Truancy Statistics, Laws and Strategies (you may want to add your school’s policy on truancy to the handout).  Inform students that they may use any of the strategies posted on the wall to prevent truancy as well. Also distribute pamphlet paper and colored pencils or thin markers; students may also use their own pens or pencils and their own notebook paper. (For increased student engagement, each member of the group can work on a separate piece of paper and then assemble the pages to form the pamphlet.)
3. Record on the board the pamphlet guidelines:
· Colorful Cover/Title Page
· First inside left panel:  definition and stats on truancy
· Right side panel:  laws regarding truancy
· Back Panel:  strategies to prevent truancy

Activity 4:  Presentation
1. As the groups finish their pamphlet, encourage them to take turns presenting the information to each other.  
2. Then, ask for volunteers from each group to present their group’s pamphlet to the class.  Invite other students to share their feedback on the pamphlet presented.  

Lesson Debrief:
1. What do you think is the most important fact about truancy and why?
2. What is a strategy you or your parent uses to help you have good attendance and be on time to school?
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Connecting Today’s Truancy Facilitator Guide
Changing Lanes Statements

[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose from the following the statements that will be most relevant to your students and comply with your time constraints; you may also want to include statements from your school’s handbook on attendance.
1. The number of days considered habitually truant should be increased from 5 days to 10 days within a school year.  
2. A child should be considered truant from 4-18 instead of 6-16 years of age.
3. Some of the potential consequences of being found incorrigible such as  being fined, being  placed on probation, and being ordered to do community service are too harsh for truancy.
4. Excessive Absences should be less than the required 10% of the number of required attendance days.
5. It should be unlawful for any child who is between six and sixteen years of age to fail to attend school while school is in session.
6. Arizona’s graduation rate of 72%, reported by the US Department of labor, will decrease in the coming years.
7. The amount of money the average graduate will earn will continue to be higher than the average dropout.
8. High school dropouts will have a higher incarceration rate than college graduates.
9. Children who are forced to attend school have a negative effect on other students. 
10. Those who are overwhelmed with bullies or stress have no way out and shouldn’t have to attend school. 
11. If given the choice, most teenagers would not go to school. 
12. Compulsory education forces teens to think about their future and learn things that are necessary for surviving in the world.
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Connecting Today’s Handout
Truancy Statistics, Laws and Strategies

Statistics
· The national graduation rate is 81%; Arizona’s graduation rate is 75.14%. (According to the National Center for Education Statistics report May 2015)
· High school dropouts are 72 % more likely to be unemployed as compared to high school graduates. (U.S. Department of Labor, 2013)
· The average dropout can expect to earn an annual income of $10,000 less than the average high school graduate and $36,000 less than someone with a bachelor’s degree. (U.S. Census Bureau 2012)
· Dropouts were more than twice as likely as college graduates to live in poverty. (Youth Indicators 2011)
· National incarceration rates were 63 times higher among dropouts between the ages of 16 and 24 than among college graduates. (Northeastern University Research 2009)

A.R.S. 15-803 - School attendance; exemptions; definitions 
It is unlawful for any child who is between six and sixteen years of age to fail to attend school during the hours school is in session; 
www.lawforkids 
· An attendance officer can enforce this law. The officer can give you a ticket requiring you and a parent to appear before an official of the court. (ARS 15-805) 
· If you miss school a lot (5 days, unexcused) you are considered to be habitually truant.
· If you are habitually truant you could be put on probation, have your driver’s license taken away, or have to attend counseling or educational classes. (ARS 8-323)
Strategies for Parents:
· Help your child prepare for school with supplies, homework, backpack, clothes.
· Relate the skills your child is learning to things you do as an adult such as reading and budgeting.
· Cooperate with the teacher to show your child that the school and home are a team. 
· Set a good example of healthy eating habits, positive lifestyles, and good citizenship.
· Be there for your child to answer questions, listen, give advice, and encourage them.
· Seek school or community resources that can offer assistance.
· Demonstrate that school is a priority.
Strategies for Students:  
· Go to bed at a reasonable hour; set an alarm so you can get the rest you need. 
· Set your school things out the night before so you are ready in the morning.
· Fuel your brain with nutritional food throughout your day.
· Treat your parents, teachers, school, and community with respect. 
· Choose friends that have positive goals and actions.
· Join a club, team or any extracurricular activity you would enjoy.
· Seek help with class assignments if you need it from teachers, tutors, study groups or friends.
· Seek advice from parents, trusted adults, teachers, faculty and mentors. 
· Report bullying, practice refusal skills with negative peer pressure to stay safe at school.
· Set short and long term life goals and a plan to reach your goals.
· Observe and interview people in interesting professions.
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“Connecting Today’s Truancy to Tomorrow’s Future” Academy
(Middle/High)
Connecting Today’s Truancy Correlations
	Civics and Government

	Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. (7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)



	Types and Purposes

	Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  (7-12. W. 2)



	Comprehension and Collaboration

	Engage, initiate, and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade appropriate topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  (6-12 SL.1.)



	Production and Distribution of Writing

	Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  (6‐12.WHST.4)



	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

	Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(6-12 SL.4)


	Visual Art

	Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).  S1C4PO 302
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