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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Overcoming Challenges to Attending School Lesson Plan
   Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson. 

Objectives:
· Students will explore reasons students may be truant and solutions to overcome challenges
· Students will participate in a group competition listing what attending school has to offer
· Students will set one personal goal on attending school this year

Protective Factor Developed: Connection and commitment to school

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Soft object like a foam or air basketball or other ball
· Bucket to make shots in such as a clean class trash can, clean paint bucket, etc.
· Questions or Statements pg. 3-4
· Sticky notes, 1 per student

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Remind students that Arizona law requires students between the ages of 6 and 16 to attend school and that if a student has an unexcused absence for at least five days during a single school year; they are considered “Habitually Truant”. (ARS 15-803). If the Number of absent days exceeds 10% of the number of required attendance days it is considered excessive or chronic absence. Parents can be charged with a Class 3 Misdemeanor. (A possible max. 30 days jail sentence or max. $300 fine.) Studies indicate that chronic absenteeism may lead to high school dropout. These students are more likely to risk poverty, poor health, and involvement in juvenile justice systems.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www2.ed.gov/datastory/chronicabsenteeism.html ] 

3. Inform students that truancy is considered a status offense. That means that when a youth violates a status offense it is considered a noncriminal act but still a law violation. Other status offenses include running away from home, violating curfew and underage consumption and possession of alcohol. These offenses would not be criminal with an adult or person of legal age. 
4. Have the students brainstorm with their small group possible reasons that students may be truant from school. They should record their brainstorm on large poster paper.
5. Once the groups have brainstormed their list, have the students go back over and group similar ideas together using the following categories: Academic, Social, Family, Legal, Economic.
6. Call on each group to share their list under one category. Instruct the listening groups to add to their lists and share with the class any ideas not mentioned by the presenting group. 
7. Next, assign a category to each group and have the groups develop at least 3 different solutions to overcome some of the challenges for truancy. 
8. Call on each group to share their solutions. The listening audience can also add other solutions.
Possible ideas for each category: 
Academic: negative feelings about school, already missed a lot of school and now feels left behind, school/test anxiety, etc.
Social: negative peer pressure, being bullied or harassed, doesn’t get along with staff or others,
feelings of isolation or ridicule, etc.
Family: can’t get up in time, lack of supervision, domestic violence, or drug abuse in the home, etc.
Legal: unaware of the laws
Economic: looking after younger siblings, lack transportation, lack of resources for food, clothes, supplies, etc.
8. For this activity, explain to students that groups will compete to see who can come up with the longest list of answers for several questions or statements (pg. 3-4). The members of the winning group each get to take a basketball shot to earn points for their team. Each shot is worth 2 points.
9. Give teams time to choose a team name. Record the team’s names on the board. You will keep score for the teams. Explain that you will ask a question/statement and groups must list as many answers as they can think of in the time given. 
10. When you call ‘Time’, call on the group with the longest list and have them read off their list as the other groups check off similar ideas on their own paper.
11. Then, allow each member of the winning group to take one shot at the target to earn points for their team. Groups that had something different, not checked off, can take one total shot to earn points for their team.
12. Continue with each of the four questions/statements, and then count the points to see which team earned the most points.
13. Debrief the lesson by providing each student with a sticky note. Instruct the students to think of one thing they are going to focus on this year to attend school every day and write it on their sticky note. 
14. Ask volunteers if they want to share their goal with the class.  
15. Remind them that when we vocalize our goals, we are more apt to be successful with them.
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Overcoming Challenges to Attending School 

Questions or Statements

Questions:
1) List ways students could overcome their reasons for being truant
· Set an alarm
· Prepare school things the night before
· Join clubs, teams, extracurricular activities
· Seek out community clubs, organizations, and activities
· Talk with parents, teachers, school counselors for help in connecting to school
· Talk with a trusted adult about unsafe or unhealthy situations you might be involved in or someone you know
· Talk with a trusted adult about a lack of resources, or needs of your family
· Seek help from teachers with classwork, test taking strategies and school success strategies
· Switch to an online only school
2) Name the different student activities your school offers to students (answers will vary)

3) Give reasons why you should go to school
· Socialization
· Learn new things
· Develop skills
· Play sports, music, etc.
· Get into college
· Earn more money
· Understand the world around you
· Access to technology
4) Give possible outcomes that could happen if you don’t go to school
· Bored
· Get into trouble with parents
· Make poor choices with your time
· Lonely
· Reduced skills, knowledge
· Your friends, peers will pass you by
· Involved in delinquent activities
· Experience legal consequences
· Drop out- not finish high school
· More challenging to get diploma, college entrance
· Limit job or career choices
· Limit quality of future possibilities

5) Name jobs that require a college degree (Forbes Top 10 jobs that require a college degree)
· Marketing Executive
· Software Developer, Applications
· Registered Nurse
· Industrial Engineer
· Network and Computer System Administrator
· Web Developer
· Medical and Health Services Manager
· Physical Therapist
· Speech-Language Pathologist
· Sales Manager
6) Name alternatives to college degrees 
· Internships or Apprenticeships
· Military service that provides education, training, and scholarships
· Entrepreneurship-start our own business
· Online courses and certificates
· Enter the workforce; receive on the job training
· Trade Schools
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Overcoming Challenges to Attending School Lesson Plan

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.
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