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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Student Leadership and Support Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:
· Inform students the importance of student leadership
· Inform students on ways they can welcome peers back to school
· Connect students to resources in their community that help with families meet their needs

Protective Factor Developed: Connection and Commitment to School  

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Signs: AGREE and DISAGREE, 1 set per group
· Truancy Handout pg. 3, 1 per group
· Ticket Out the Door pg. 4, 1 per student

Timeframe: 50 minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4 students each. Provide each group with large sheets of paper and markers.
2. Provide each group with an AGREE and DISAGREE sign or have them create them on their scrap paper. 
3. State the following and have each group discuss and raise the sign that fits their response best.
Questions: 
1) The number of days considered habitually truant should be increased from 5 days to 10 days within a school year.  
2) A student should be considered truant from 6-18 instead of 6-16 years of age.
3) A student who is habitually tardy should be considered truant.
4) Some of the potential consequences of being found incorrigible such as being fined, being placed on probation, and being ordered to do community service are too harsh for truancy.
5) Excessive absences should be less than the required 10% of the number of required attendance days.
6) It should be a criminal charge instead of a status offense for any child who is between six and sixteen years of age to fail to attend school while school is in session.
7) Arizona’s graduation rate of 72%, reported by the US Department of labor, will decrease in the coming years.
8) The amount of money the average graduate will earn will continue to be higher than the average dropout.
9) High school dropouts will have a higher incarceration rate than college graduates.
10) Compulsory education, schooling required by law, forces teens to think about their future and learn things that are necessary for surviving in the world.
4. When the groups have made their choice, ask a group to explain their choice. Ask students if they want to keep their original choice or change due to the statements heard from each side.  
5. Instruct the groups to discuss ways they can welcome peers back to school.
6. Inform students that they are going to create a slideshow using at least three slides marketing the importance of attending school and how to get help. Students may use their school issued computer or create a markup of the slides on large poster paper. 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk142033739]Provide each group with the Truancy Resource Handout (pg. 3) for information. Students can also include information like sports, activities, clubs, and resources at school. 
8. Call on each group to present their slideshow or poster of slides. Instruct the listening audience to vote on the presentation they feel would be the most effective in convincing students of the importance of attending school and how to get help.
9. Debrief the lesson by providing each student with a “Ticket Out the Door!” (pg. 4) that they will hand you as they exit.

· 
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Student Leadership and Support 

Truancy Handout


Definitions:  
· Habitually Truant - a truant child who is truant for at least five school days within a school year. (AZ Law)
· Truant Child - a child who is between six and sixteen years of age and who is not in attendance at a public or private school during the hours that school is in session, unless excused as provided by law (AZ Law)
· Compulsory Education - Schooling that is required, mandatory or obligatory by law
· Incorrigible - a child who refuses to obey the reasonable and proper orders or directions of a parent, guardian, or custodian and who is beyond the control of that person, also includes a child who is habitually truant from school (ARS has several definitions, focus is on the relevant one)
· Excessive Absences - the number of absent days exceeds 10% of the number of required attendance days
· School Truancy Policy- *Refer to your own school’s policy

Statistics
· The 2022 national graduation rate is 89%; Arizona’s graduation rate is 77%. (https://www.publicschoolreview.com/average-graduation-rate-stats/national-data )
· High school dropouts are 2 to 3 times more likely to be unemployed as compared to high school graduates. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics)
· The average dropout can expect to earn an annual income of $10,000 less than the average high school graduate and $36,000 less than someone with a bachelor’s degree. (U.S. Census Bureau 2023)

A.R.S. 15-803 - School attendance; exemptions; definitions 
It is unlawful for any child who is between six and sixteen years of age to fail to attend school during the hours school is in session. 
www.lawforkids 
· An attendance officer can enforce this law. The officer can give you a ticket requiring you and a parent to appear before an official of the court. (ARS 15-805) 
· If you miss school a lot (5 days, unexcused) you are habitually truant.
· If you are habitually truant you could be put on probation, have your driver’s license taken away, or must attend counseling or educational classes. (ARS 8-323)

Strategies for Students to Stay in School:  
· Go to bed at a reasonable hour; set an alarm so you can get the rest you need. 
· Set your school things out the night before so you are ready in the morning.
· Fuel your brain with nutritional food throughout your day.
· Treat your parents, teachers, school, and community with respect. 
· Choose friends that have positive goals and actions.
· Join a club, team, or any extracurricular activity you would enjoy.
· Seek help with class assignments if you need it from teachers, tutors, study groups or friends.
· Seek advice from parents, trusted adults, teachers, faculty, and mentors. 
· Report bullying, practice refusal skills with negative peer pressure to stay safe at school.
· Set short- and long-term life goals and a plan to reach your goals.
· Observe and interview people in interesting professions
· Ask the school counselor, social worker, resource officer, school nurse or other support staff for community services that help students get to school and support families. 

Community Resources for students:
· Back to School Clothing Drive: https://www.backtoschoolclothingdrive.com/programs/

· FindHelp.org: https://www.findhelp.org/goods/clothes-for-school--mesa-az?cursor=0&filters=%7B%22attribute_tags%22%3A+%5B%22students%22%5D%2C+%22age_filters%22%3A+%5B%22teens%22%5D%7D&clearedfilter=1 

· Arizona Department of Economic Security Community Resources: https://des.az.gov/services/child-and-family/community-resources#:~:text=2%2D1%2D1%20Arizona%20is,programs%20specific%20to%20your%20community.&text=The%20Arizona%20Coalition%20for%20Military,veterans%2C%20their%20families%20and%20communities.
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Student Leadership and Support 

Ticket Out the Door

What can I do to be a leader on campus and help other students feel welcome on campus?
(I will have this created)
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“Truancy Prevention: It’s more than Ditching” Academy
(Middle/High School)
Student Leadership and Support Lesson Plan

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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