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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Truancy Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand truancy and how it applies to them.
· Students will learn the legal consequences of missing more than 10% of school.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Critical reasoning skills

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Call In & Get to School sign, 1 set for whole group
· Sticky Notes

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, sticky notes, and markers.
2. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
3. Have groups write on their large poster paper 5 reasons why a student might miss school. Ask students to identify which reasons might be avoidable and which might not. Next to each reason have them label A for avoidable and U for unavoidable.
4. Facilitator will create a T chart on the board with “Avoidable” on one side and “Unavoidable” on the other.
5. Have each group report their answers and the facilitator will write responses on the T chart. 
6. After each group has shared, ask for volunteers to describe what Truancy means to them. Allow several students to provide answers. 
7. Facilitator will explain the definition of Truancy.
    ARS 15-802: A. Every child between the ages of six and sixteen years shall attend a school and shall be provided instruction in at least the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies and science.  The person who has custody of the child shall choose a public, private or charter school or a homeschool as defined in this section to provide instruction or shall sign a contract to participate in an Arizona empowerment scholarship account pursuant to section 15-2402.
Essentially this means that going to school is required by law.
8. In their groups ask them to discuss and come up with an answer for the following question.
How many days do you think you can miss in a year before it is considered excessive and why does it matter? 
Facilitator note: (ARS 15-803 – Absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days exceeds 10% of the required attendance days.) Typically, that means in a 180-day school year, more than 18 days would be excessive.
9. The facilitator will explain that schools may consider absences excused or unexcused but both count towards the 10% limit. A parent that fails to ensure their child attends school may be guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor.
10. Next, refer to the reasons they came up with at the beginning of the lesson. Explain to students that things will happen during the school year which may cause them to miss some school. 
11. On opposite sides of the room post signs “Call In” and “Get to School”. Read the following statements and have students decide if their absence might be considered important enough to miss school and call in or not as important and they need to get to school. If they are unsure have them stand in the middle.
0. Johnny woke up this morning and has a fever of 101 degrees. (Call In)
0. Maria forgot to set her alarm and woke up 10 minutes before school is supposed to start. (Get to School)
0. Aaron forgot to study for a big test today and asks his dad to stay home. (Get to School)
0. Jordan missed the bus and now can’t get to school. (Call In/Get to School)
Facilitator Note: Discuss alternatives to get to school like call a friend or family member to come pick them up.
0. Ruby has several doctor appointments scheduled for today. (Call In)
0. The latest video game just released, and Louis needs to get a head start on the competition. (Get to School)
0. Jerry’s parents booked a flight to visit his grandparents right before the holiday. (Call In)
Facilitator Note: Discuss better ways to plan for the holidays so school is not missed. A compromise could be getting homework assignments ahead of time.
0. Ellison had a hard time falling asleep last night and is very tired in the morning. (Get to school)
12. Next, have each group create an informational poster to inform classmates about what truancy is and how it applies to them. 
13. Have groups share their posters.
14. Debrief the lesson by asking students if they think the requirement for students to not miss more than 10% of the school year is too strict or not strict enough. Have students write their responses on a sticky note. Collect sticky notes as students exit the class and review to ensure they understand the content.























[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Truancy Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c) Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 
(HS S3C4 PO3) Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: analyzing public issues and policy making.

Writing:
[bookmark: _Hlk90972697]7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
[bookmark: _Hlk90972718]SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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